
Worship Service for February 5, 2023 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Lisa Hess 
 

Today ~ Everyone is invited to stay for a soup and bread lunch following  

the service. After that, there will be our Annual Meeting in the 

sanctuary and on zoom. 
 

Monday ~ The Uplift Support Group will meet at 3 pm at the church. 
 

Tuesday ~ There will be a Deacon Meeting at 4:30 pm in the vestry. 

 Prayer Group and a Book Discussion of chapters 9-11 in  

 Help is Here is planned for 7 pm via zoom. 
 

Thursday ~ The Mary Martha fellowship is preparing a takeout  

Pork Roast Dinner to be served from 5 - 6:30 pm. 

The menu includes roasted pork loin, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

stuffing, French green beans, a roll, applesauce and a brownie 

for dessert. The requested donation is $14.00 per dinner. 

Reservations may be made by calling Martha Thompson  

at 802-362-3473. 

~ We will also have Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church. 
 

Looking Ahead ~ There is more information about the ladies retreat on  

March 11th and the Annual Gathering for ABCVNH on  

March 17-18th in the vestry. If you would like to write a note or  

contribute to a financial gift to Dale Edwards for his retirement, 

you can send them to the ABCVNH Office Attn: Sue Wyand 

93 South Main Street, Suite 201, W. Lebanon, NH 03784. 
 

Happy Birthday to Lisa Towslee and Dottie Sundquist today, 

to Martha Bowen on Tuesday, and Natalie Sommons on Thursday! 
 

 

Thank you to Ray and Judy Koch for the flowers today 

in loving memory of Jason Brosemer. 

 

Word of Preparation ~ Lisa Hess 

“To do so no more is the truest repentance.” 

~ Martin Luther 
 

Prelude ~ Please center your hearts for worship as Barb West plays. 
 

Call to Worship ~ Psalm 103:1-18 led by Lisa Hess 

 Please join in reading the bold lines. 
 

1 Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
2 Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 

3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the pit 

    and crowns you with love and compassion, 
5 who satisfies your desires with good things 

    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The Lord works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: 
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 

 slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 

10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve 

    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion on his children, 

    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; 
14 for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 

15 The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, 

 and its place remembers it no more. 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting 

    the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 

    and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
18 with those who keep his covenant 

    and remember to obey his precepts. 

 



Song ~ The worship team will lead us in singing 
 

“Bless the Lord, O My Soul” 
 

Chorus 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 
 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Chorus 
 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 

Chorus 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near, and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
 

Chorus 
 

Worship Your holy name 

Lord, I'll worship Your holy name 
 

CCLI Song # 6016351 Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman 

© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs CCLI License # 11289244 

 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for Prayer Requests 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

 Amen 

 

Choir Song ~  “The Blessing Riddle” 

 

Song ~ The worship team will lead us in singing  

“Give Us Clean Hands” 
 

We bow our hearts we bend our knees 

Oh Spirit come make us humble 

We turn our eyes from evil things 

Oh Lord we cast down our idols 
 

Chorus 

Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts 

Let us not lift our souls to another 

Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts 

Let us not lift our souls to another 

Oh God let us be a generation that seeks 

That seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob 

And oh God let us be a generation that seeks 

That seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob 
 

 

We thirst for you, You satisfy 

Restore us, come make us humble 

We seek for you with all our hearts 

O Lord we cast down our idols 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song # 2060208  Charlie Hall (2nd Verse Matthew Sommons) 

© 2000 sixsteps Music CCLI License # 11289244 

 



Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 

 

Scripture ~  Jeremiah 3:12-15 & 4:1-2 (NIV) read by Lisa Hess 
 

11 The Lord said to me,  

“Faithless Israel is more righteous than unfaithful Judah.  
12 Go, proclaim this message toward the north: 

“‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord, 

    ‘I will frown on you no longer, 

for I am faithful,’ declares the Lord, 

    ‘I will not be angry forever. 
13 Only acknowledge your guilt— 

    you have rebelled against the Lord your God, 

you have scattered your favors to foreign gods 

    under every spreading tree, 

    and have not obeyed me,’” 

declares the Lord. 
14 “Return, faithless people,” declares the Lord,  

“for I am your husband. I will choose you— 

one from a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion.  
15 Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart,  

who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. 
 

“If you, Israel, will return, 

    then return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“If you put your detestable idols out of my sight 

    and no longer go astray, 
2 and if in a truthful, just and righteous way 

    you swear, ‘As surely as the Lord lives,’ 

then the nations will invoke blessings by him 

    and in him they will boast.” 

     

Message ~ “Invitation to Return” ~ Pastor Rebecca Sommons 
 

Song ~ “Lord, I’m Coming Home”  (#206 in the red hymnal) 
 

I’ve wandered far away from God, Now I’m coming home 

The paths of sin too long I’ve trod, Lord, I’m coming home 
 

Refrain 

Coming home, coming home, Nevermore to roam 

Open wide Thine arms of love, Lord, I’m coming home 
 

I’ve wasted many precious years, Now I’m coming home 

I now repent with bitter tears, Lord, I’m coming home   (Refrain) 
 

I’ve tired of sin and straying, Lord, Now I’m coming home 

I’ll trust Thy love, believe Thy word, Lord, I’m coming home  (Refrain) 
 

My soul is sick, my heart is sore, Now I’m coming home 

My strength renew, my hope restore, Lord, I’m coming home   (Refrain) 
 

Words and music by William J. Kirkpatrick | Public Domain 
 

Communion ~ Please know that you are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 

You can be forgiven, loved, and free 

to eat the bread and drink the cup of the new covenant. 
 

Communion Song ~ “Let Us Break Bread Together” (#425, blue) 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees (on our knees) 

Let us break bread together on our knees (on our knees) 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun 

O Lord, have mercy on me (on me) 
 

Let us drink wine together on our knees (on our knees) 

Let us drink wine together on our knees (on our knees) 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun 

O Lord, have mercy on me (on me) 
 

Sung Benediction ~   

Let us praise God together on our knees (on our knees) 

Let us praise God together on our knees (on our knees) 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun 

O Lord, have mercy on me (on me) 
 

African-American Spiritual | Public Domain 
 


