
Worship Service for March 26, 2023 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Annie Crumb 
 

Sunday ~ Interfaith Seder at Israel Congregation at 6 pm. 
 

 

 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm at church. 
 

 

Reminder ~ Missions offerings this month are going to One Great Hour  

of Sharing (OGHS) to assist people in Turkey and Syria after the  

earthquakes there.  

 

Thank you to Cara Davenport for bringing us our message today.  We are 

blessed to have people like her in our congregation who are willing to 

step forward to lead us in worship. 

 

The material that has been selected for reupholstering the chairs and for 

the curtain are available for people to check out after the service today if 

you would like to see it. 

 

Happy Birthday to Nancy Johnson on March 30th. 
 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Barb and Jim West for the flowers today 

in loving memory of their parents Cora and Lewis West, Mark George, 

and Miriam Wertman. 
 

 

Word of Preparation ~ Annie Crumb 

 

Prelude ~  Please center your hearts for worship as we listen to "A 

Light" by The Brilliance 
 

Call to Worship ~ Isaiah 40:1-5 read by  

  Please join in reading the bold lines. 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, 

    says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and proclaim to her 

that her hard service has been completed, 

    that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 

 A voice of one calling:  

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the LORD; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God. 

 Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

 

Song ~  “Abide with Me”  (#636 in the blue hymnal) 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens, God, with me abide; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou who changest not, abide with me. 



I need thy presence every passing hour; 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s  power? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me 

 

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness; 

Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if thou abide with me. 

 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O God, abide with me. 

 
Words ~ Frederick W. Faber   Music ~ Henri F. Hemy adapt. James G. Walton 

 

 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for Prayer Requests and Praises 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

 
 

Choir Song ~       “May You Be Blest” 
 

Song ~    ““Are Ye Able,” Said the Master”  (#621 in the blue hymnal) 

 

“Are ye able,” said the Master, “to be crucified with me?” 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered, ‘to the death we follow thee.” 

 

Refrain 

“Lord, we are able.”  Our spirits are thine. 

  Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. 

  Thy guiding radiance above us shall be 

A beacon to God, to love and loyalty. 

 

“Are ye able” to remember, when a thief lifts up his eyes, 

That his pardoned soul is worthy of a place in paradise? 

 

“Are ye able” when the shadows close around you with the sod, 

To believe that spirit triumphs, to commend your soul to God? 

 

“Are ye able?” Still the Master whispers down eternity, 

And heroic spirits answer now, as then, in Galilee. 

 
Words ~ Earl Marlatt   Music ~ Harry S. Mason 

 

Sermon Introduction  ~ Cara Davenport 
 

Scripture ~  John 11:1-44 (ESV) read by Annie Crumb 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment 

and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 

sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when 

Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the 

glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 



5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard 

that Lazarus[a] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 

was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 

again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the 

day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if 

anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 

him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said 

to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had 

spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 

sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your 

sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 

to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,[b] said to his fellow disciples, 

“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17 Now when Jesus came, he 

found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany 

was near Jerusalem, about two miles[c] off, 19 and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So 

when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but 

Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know 

that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life.[d] Whoever believes in me, though he 

die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe 

that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 

private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 

heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 

come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met 

him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 

saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where 

Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved[e] in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 

wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them 

said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept 

this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away 

the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 

time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said 

to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 

God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 

said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing 

around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The 

man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 

and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 

let him go.” 

 

Message ~                   “Like Lazarus”  

 
 

Song ~  “Because He Lives”  (#562 in the blue hymnal) 

God sent his Son, they called him Jesus; 

He came to love, heal, and forgive; 

He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives 

 

Refrain 

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow; 

Because he lives, all fear is gone; 

Because I know he holds the future, 

And life is worth the living, just because he lives. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26518a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26528b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26530c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26537d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26545e


How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

And feel the pride and joy that gives; 

But greater still the calm assurance, 

this child can face uncertain days because he lives 

 

And then one day I’ll cross the river; 

I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 

And then as death gives way to victory, 

I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know he reigns. 

 
Words ~ Gloria and William J. Gaither    Music ~ William J. Gaither 

 
 

Benediction ~  1 Peter 1:3-5 (The Passion Translation) 
 

"What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this 

Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, 

we’ve been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, 

including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping 

careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll 

have it all—life healed and whole." 

 
 


