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Description: 
The album Long Gone is 
Crocodile Country Rock’s 
first full length release. In 
this new opus, the quartet 
of experienced musicians 
delivers music laced with 
rock, blues and country 
influences. A new step, a 
natural evolution that 
confirms Crocodile Country 
Rock’s trajectory. The song 
lyrics are mainly inspired 
by our experience of 
returning to our hometown 
after being away for years. 
Everything seems different, 
things have changed 
during our absence. We 
end up realizing that we 
have probably changed as 
well. There is a story to 
piece back together with 
the people we grew up 
with, where we are in our 
lives. That can’t be done 
without deep reflection and 
soul searching. Recorded 
at Studio Danger in La 
Baie, Canada. Engineered, 
mixed and mastered by 
Remy Verreault. The album 
artwork/design is credited 
to Dominic Pelletier, whose 
ability to visually 
encapsulate the album’s 
feel and aesthetics was a  

 
 
perfect fit for the record. 
‘Hold On’ is the lead single 
from Long Gone. This song 
is about the ups and downs 
of being a band on the 
road, and ultimately, 
realizing that it's all worth it 
after performing for fans on 
stage. This sonic plea for 
life on the road will get 
heads nodding. The music 
video for ‘Hold On’ features 
the band giving a great 
white northern 
performance of the song. 
‘Devil in my Head’, the 
second single from Long 
Gone, is a hymn to 
depression, the disease 
often taken lightly by those 
around us, that can 
become fatal to those who 
have suffered through it. 
This song tells us that we 
have to listen to that little 
voice that tells us to hang 
on, better days will come 
and above all not to be 
afraid to talk about it. The 
track is accompanied by a 
music video where singer 
Fred Tremblay seems to be 
fighting his demons. The 
latest single, the album’s 
title track, ‘Long Gone’, is 
about how we start life with 
full of ambition. We think 
we can change the world 
with our ideas. But in the 
end, things are harder to 
change than we think. 
 
Influences for the album: 
Black Crowes, The Beatles, 
Blackberry Smoke, The 
Rolling Stones, Chris 
Stapleton 
 
Band Line-Up: 
Fred Tremblay - vocals, 
guitars 
Sylvain Tremblay - bass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Yves Cormier - guitars, 
vocals 
Pierre Bouchard - drums 
 
CD Track Listing: 
01 - Drive Away 
02 - Hold On 
03 - After All 
04 - Devil in my Head 
05 - Long Gone 
06 - Not Better 
07 - Faded 
08 - Saint-Hon 
 

 
 
Hailing from Saguenay, 
Canada we find Rock quartet 
CROCODILE COUNTRY 
ROCK and they have an 
excellent new eight track 
Vinyl/CD out now called  
‘Long Gone'  which runs in at 
just under forty minutes long 
and is the bands second 
release following an EP. 
It is Friday afternoon in early 
May, and we are sitting on 
deck of the house where 
guitarist Yves Cormier lives in 
Jonquiere, Quebec, a 
borough of their home of 
Saguenay. It is blisteringly 
hot. It is the middle of a 
heatwave in the region. It’s 
hard to believe that there was 
four feet of snow right where 
we’re sitting only three weeks 
ago. The weather is brutal in 
this part of Canada : in the 
winter, sub-zero 
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temperatures and heaps of 
snow for half the year. 
In the summer, humidity and 
very hot weather. Yves’s dog, 
Marshall, a three month old 
Husky, is keeping us 
company while we’re sipping 
on cold Session IPAs and 
iced water under the pergola.  
Singer and guitarist Fred 
Tremblay has been a 
musician for twenty five 
years. He has been in many 
bands before with great and 
exceptional  musicians. "This 
band, Crocodile Country 
Rock, is unique for me. I’ve 
never had a band with this 
level of chemistry. The sheer 
electricity flows between all 
four members is what makes 
this band stand out. I know 
that other bands have had 
this feeling, and in that sense, 
we are not the only ones. But 
the energy the band radiates 
is undeniable," he enthuses. 
"That energy and chemistry is 
hard to translate on a studio 
recording. What happens live 
on stage will not necessarily 
translate on record. We think 
we captured some of that 
energy on our record." 
At the age of fifteen, Fred 
started playing guitar and he 
fell in love with the 
instrument. When he was 
sixteen, he knew that this is 
what he wanted to do in 
life."It’s been a while since 
I’ve been on stage, I start 
feeling some sort of 
withdrawal. Like a junky. I 
think that it for pretty much all 
working musicians," he says. 
"It’s not an easy job, to be a 
musician. We wrote about it 
in our songs. But it’s 
something that we can’t get 
away from. I wouldn’t change 
anything, even thirty years 
in."   Crocodile Country 
Rock’s musical inspiration is 
very diverse. When Fred was 
learning to play guitar, HE 
was into heavy metal, death 
metal. "I’m coming from a 
guitar centric, technical 
background : fast, precise  
playing. I’ve mellowed a bit 
with time. I listen to a lot of 
country and blues today. But 
guitar is always important," 

he points out. The initial 
inspiration was to get the 
band's songs recorded. "The 
plan was to record twenty 
songs, and then pick and 
choose from the material for 
the album. Well, the 
pandemic put a stop to that 
pretty quick,” he laughs. “We 
had time to record ten songs, 
and from those songs, a 
theme rose out, and eight 
songs made it on the album. 
It’s funny, my family and 
friends try to guess who 
wrote what on the album.  
 

 
 
The initial song idea will be 
churned out by all four of us 
before being a final version. If 
the song ended up on the 
album, it’s because the song 
was unanimously liked by the 
four of us. That is the only 
criteria for the song to make it 
in the end. So it doesn’t 
matter who started with the 
idea. Our influences are 
extremely diverse. That is 
why our music ends up in the 
rock, blues, and maybe a little 
country realm. There might 
even be a nod here and there 
of my metal background," he 
tells me.  Music has always 
been a passion of Yves, 
remembers listening to all 
kinds of music and making 
mix tapes of everything he 
was into back  in grade 
school. "To this day, I’m 
really into the lore and history 
of musicians and bands. I’m 
really into how certain 
records were recorded and 
the context.  
For example, 'Exile On Main 
Street' by the Stones, 
recorded in the south of 
France because of tax 
reasons. That stuff sticks with 
me. I guess I fell in love with 
guitar the moment I saw 
Marty McFly get blown away 
by his exploding amp. I 

started playing covers in a 
band in middle school and 
performed at the prom. That’s 
where I fell in love with being 
on stage. So I started playing 
original music in high school 
and never looked back. 
Writing and performing is 
where it’s at for me," he 
smiles. Being a teenager in 
the nineties, Yves was really 
into the alternative/grunge 
scene,however his earliest 
musical inspiration was the 
Smashing Pumpkins. "I was 
really into the incredible 
volume of their catalogue. All 
the outtakes and b-sides they 
were releasing was a fans 
dream, especially a teenage 
fan," he expresses. "I soon 
after discovered that the 
Beatles were cool.  I think I 
listened to the Beatles 
exclusively for two years. I do 
that a lot. I love to deep dive 
into an artist’s catalogue. I did 
the same with Neil Young, 
the Rolling Stones, Dylan, 
Creedence, Stephen Stills, 
The Black Crowes, Tom 
Petty. I could go on for a 
while," he laughs. "More 
recent artists I’m into right 
now are Blackberry Smoke, 
Rival Sons, Chris Stapleton, 
Sturgill Simpson, Graveyard, 
the Sheepdogs. I really love 
music and everything that 
has to do with it. As for Long 
Gone and the songs from the 
record, I usually come up with 
riffs, parts and melodies and 
try to elaborate and finish a 
song from that. Inspiration 
usually comes out of nowhere 
for me. Some periods will be 
more fruitful than others, the 
creative juices seem to flow 
better sometimes. Fred, 
Sylvain and I will usually work 
out basic structures by 
ourselves at first. Then we 
work on the idea together 
with the band and that’s 
where the song gets forged, 
going through the Crocodile 
Country Rock machine. Fred 
and I started working more 
seriously on original material 
in early 2018. Songs for the 
EP and most of the songs on 
Long Gone came from this 
period."  Bassist Sylvain 
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Tremblay's father was a 
musician, so he was exposed 
to the musician life from a 
very young age. He would let 
him play on his right-handed 
guitars, even if he was left 
handed. "We would play 
music together. He thought 
me what it was to be a 
musician. I finally got my first 
left handed instrument 
around the age of twelve."  
Growing up, music from the 
sixties and the seventies has 
had a huge influence Sylvain 
and he was always a huge 
Beatles fan. "Paul McCartney 
has always inspired on me 
and my playing. The fact that 
I saw him on television, a left 
handed bass player, like me, 
has influenced me a lot," he 
enthuses. 
When drummer Pierre 
Bouchard was five or six 
years old, he was infatuated 
with watching hid brother play 
bass. "One time, he sat me 
on the drum seat and I think 
that is where it all started for 
me," he adds. Pierre 
remembers loving Les 
Sultans, a French Canadian 
band that was a part 
American folk-rock and part 
French yé-yé pop in the 
sixties. "As a teenager, the 
Beatles were everywhere and 
I still today love everything 
Beatles. In the seventies, 
Queen’s songs and different 
style was really influential." 
For Fred the bands new 
album 'Long Gone', is a 
summer album, and as I right 
now we are having a 
heatwave here in Wales, its 
the end of July 2022, and the 
album is perfect to listen to 
right now. It’s music for the 
car, and for road trips. The 
are songs on there that are 
great for cruising with the top 
down. "Listening back is 
interesting for me. The music 
is mostly upbeat, uplifting, but 
the lyrics are darker. So there 
is this interesting clash on the 
album. We initially wanted to 
have positive lyrics, but in the 
end, today’s reality caught up 
with us and the songs 
became more introspective, 
about what we feel. The 

music will be mostly upbeat 
and positive, and the lyrics 
will go through different 
moods. Style wise, 'Long 
Gone' is rock with hints on 
blues and country. Guitar is 
very present on the album, 
guitar solos and a “wall of 
guitar” sound. We worked 
hard on the vocal melodies to 
make things interesting. It’s 
difficult for me to describe 
Long Gone. People will react 
differently to the same 
material. We have been 
getting comments about the 
same song sounding like 
different bands depending on 
who’s listening. That being 
said, people should make 
their own minds about that. 
Give this record a listen, you 
won’t be disappointed," he 
says with spirit. 
For Crocodile Country Rock's 
first release, 'The Need a 
Change EP', the guys were 
trying to capture the energy 
that they had live. "Its more 
like a raw/live recording. 
Those songs were recorded 
with minimal overdubs and 
with our live parts in mind.  
For 'Long Gone', the songs 
have been written for a while. 
Most of them were written at 
the same time as the EP (in 
early 2019). So we had a lot 
more time to work out the 
different parts of every song. 
We also had a lot more time 
to sonically buff the 
production, that makes for a 
more polished record," he 
explains to me. 
The album was recorded at 
Studio Danger in La Baie, 
QC. Remy Verreault, the 
studio owner, engineered, 
mixed and mastered the 
record, and the band worked 
with Remy on the production. 
They had worked together for 
the EP in 2019. The band 
started pre-production in late 
2019 and really got the ball 
rolling in April 2020, during 
Covid lockdown. "The plan 
was to record twenty songs, 
and then pick and choose 
from the material for the 
album. Well, the pandemic 
put a stop to that pretty quick. 
We had time to record ten 

songs, and from those songs, 
a theme rose out. We worked 
out song structure, parts and 
fleshed out pretty much 
everything during April-May 
2020, all remotely, because 
of Covid restrictions," he 
explains. The guys started 
recording in July 2020, when 
Covid restrictions allowed it. 
"Vocals were recorded at the 
end of summer 2020, a 
couple of days later, another 
Covid surge and lockdown hit 
us until early summer 2021. 
So everything suddenly 
stopped for another six 
months. We really felt like the 
album was stillborn. We didn’t 
know what we were going to 
do with these recordings : 
shelf them, release them 
online, re-record the songs. 
The pandemic made all 
musicians rethink how to 
move forward. Nothing was, 
and still isn’t, normal. There 
wasn’t a model to compare 
with, this never happened 
before. So we patiently 
waited. When restrictions 
were finally lifted, six months 
later, we took a couple of 
days to finalize the 
recordings, and finally go 
forward with commissioning 
album artwork and physical 
media production. When we 
started getting serious with 
our songs, in 2019, the plan 
was to record and release an 
album in 2020. So it took two 
years all in all, mainly 
because of the pandemic." 
"This is going to seem 
strange," continues Fred. 
"But I think the band, 
Crocodile Country Rock, is 
the highlight. As an 
independent band, there are 
so many things to think about 
when trying to release 
something meaningful. None 
of us has ever done anything 
like this before. I mean, we 
have all recorded demos that 
we had our friends listen to. 
But when you embark on the 
journey of not only making, 
but releasing an album, there 
are so many things to 
consider that it was almost 
discouraging. From social 
media presence, CD/vinyl 
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production, distribution, 
artwork, streaming platforms, 
press releases… most artists 
have a team behind them 
taking care of this aspect of 
the record release. It’s their 
job. The album release has to 
be standardized to be 
considered for radio play, 
press coverage and 
distribution. We have been 
able to get the ball rolling on 
our own, DIY style. So the 
band is the highlight," he 
smiles. 
The guys  just played their 
album launch show last 
week. "The room was 
buzzing and the reception 
was awesome! We had a kick 
seeing people sing our 
songs. We have been getting 
great feedback from people 
who have been listening to 
the record. We have been 
getting plays on radios and 
playlists, not only throughout 
Canada, but in France, 
Germany and other countries. 
That has been blowing out 
minds. We are hoping to get 
our songs out there, and get 
out name out there, and get 
to play shows," expresses 
Yves. 
 

 
 
Like most musicians and 
bands, the guys haven’t been 
playing shows as much over 
the last two years. "Things 
are only starting to look like it 
was before. I think this 
summer will be as close as 
it’s been since early 2020. On 
a positive note, the pandemic 
definitely forced us to work on 
our songs and our craft. This 
album is the result of it! Yes, 
maybe a year or so late, due 
to lockdown restrictions, and 
not exactly like we initially 
planned, but it is what it is.  
We’ve been rehearsing for 
the album launch shows over 
the last few months. We are 
happy to finally be able to 

rehearse, because the band 
wasn’t allowed to be in the 
same room together for such 
a long time. But let’s face it, 
the goal of writing songs, 
recording them, releasing a 
record and rehearsing is 
ultimately playing live on 
stage in front of people. And 
that’s what’s missing right 
now because of the 
pandemic. It’s starting to get 
better, starting to build steam. 
Hopefully it will get back to 
how it was before the 
pandemic soon for us," 
explains Fred. 
The band have more shows 
lined up over the summer. 
"We hope to promote the 
album on tour in the fall, surf 
the wave of the release until 
December. That being said, 
Yves and I have been talking 
about starting pre-production 
for the next record fo a while 
now. We have songs written 
that need to be finalized. But 
summer is upon us, and it’s 
not time to lock ourselves 
away just yet. So we’re 
planing to work on the album 
in 2023 and aim for a 2024 
release. We have been toying 
with the idea of digital 
releases of EPs. Or releasing 
a record one side at a time. 
Side A on a first EP. Side B 
on another. Then release a 
physical record with both.  
I’m old school, and I like to 
buy new CDs or vinyl. I like to 
see new releases every 
week. I love when a band will 
have different b-sides or 
outtakes. I’m the first one to 
buy those releases. I think we 
need to contribute in 
perpetuating that tradition," 
concludes Fred, bringing an 
end to our conversation. 
'Long Gone' is out now on 
vinyl, CD and digitally from all 
the usual platforms including 
Bandcamp. 
Check the band out at:  
www.crocodilecountryrock.co
m  
https://crocodilecountryrock.b
andcamp.com/  
www.facebook.com/crocodile
countryrock  
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