
 

 

  

 

2026 Summer Reading Assignment 

Updated Summer Assignment (06/25):  

Happy Summer, 9th Grade CP Students!  

My name is Ms. Schmidt, and I am very excited to be your English teacher for the upcoming 
school year! The original assignment was to read The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander 
Dumas for all CP students. However, after re-reading the text myself this summer, I wanted to 
provide you with additional reading options due to the density of the Dumas’ text. Therefore, I 
have modified the assignment. If you have already begun reading the original text, please keep 
reading if you’d like! But, if you have not read the text yet, I have updated the reading 
assignment below to provide other texts to choose from!  

Reading is essential to your success throughout the academic year, but it is also crucial to your 
brain development over the summer. Research shows that students who read, produce better 
writing, perform better on assessments, and think more critically. Simply put, it is important that 
you keep reading and thinking over the summer to prepare for our English class and the 
academic year.  

Rising 9th Grade CP English students should read and annotate one of the following:  

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak (Amazon Link)  
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Septys (Amazon Link)  
When the World Was Ours by Liz Kessler (Amazon Link)  
Unbroken (YA Adaptation) by Laura Hillenbrand (Amazon Link)  
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz (Amazon Link)  

Please note: Due to the update for summer reading for 9th Grade CP English, if you had already started 
the previous assignment, you may also read...  

The Count of Monte Cristo (Abridged) by Alexander Dumas (Amazon Link)  

After reading, students will complete a choice project from one of the options below:  

Movie Poster or Book Cover  
Comic Strip  
Journal Entry  
Illustrated Quote  
Mini-Paper Assignment  

https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209
https://www.amazon.com/Salt-Sea-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/0142423629/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=186027646923&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SO9d1vpVpP_CUv1q6Z1GG1mH5GmCdIinTPkccSD1znsPLkZz7yTI2FP8c5_lQXdj9TGvVXRvbpCxjGzk9tVG984waqLv0o-ineIf0vX_lv9LV1kl-ceehoSWU0b8ONZxO8FJfoGKdJH70Wj-IQC7htdvQ6NyL845HX_dHfb-6Bo1NuPSdvTlUHlMiF86nO25M2U8qKSSxs8mHy9cBo08a_vFVmTox2nDP8MxetoHFk4.Hv8W4ulJ2gBdz4QBaWLUKfOYhrhFmtgIgrjYLZ6Lfuc&dib_tag=se&hvadid=792835510038&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9198012&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=3283422560028259164--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=3283422560028259164&hvtargid=kwd-300038321640&hydadcr=29342_15009710_2521314&keywords=salt+to+the+sea&mcid=6a3a6f8474753742aa20f4b532ee2938&qid=1782332197&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-World-Was-Ours-Kessler/dp/1534499660/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3JAJY83LL88KX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kM7bTWOs-QpCNMIC8i2APUI46gS8KS_I5wogMTR1YDKOCW_niXzOzYm8Ze-inIE1HTGoSs11Rep4exLaZbnMY6AhNcdSKOHYnWD2LSOy-3uFYXc1KuQKXV4ob5FbqR4kdxJhg9ietosvNSsZMrkVY1H-ZF7Jd09D5hbkAE6Uh_c8mpH411-QHpitIh6R3tln46TAEivYicHt-oq0a90LVS3oYkLSZ-twoikf9AxIgb4.e7mDlFaJLYT_2tUKRZyCBFM0PHXp68JVeIeZ8eZ42f8&dib_tag=se&keywords=when+the+world+was+ours&qid=1782332227&sprefix=when+the+world+was+our%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-Young-Adult-Adaptation-Olympians/dp/0385742525/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CU6CTCC0W38Y&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qKuzNUeFkeC69FCDM9pXZhiRLt9S-GHhH9dNMDUGGYBkqdd4p5KWSS3lJSLo6aL2K0wfMeOd8noh253Z5mYJl1HQJCpR2zTpoqD5zGlnsFZkDzG5SglYmBtcKYjxJRrCtRRHSjsinAs3tPw7GqihfZqD8c3icJ_LpBgn8-zDNApuws3YNKZTKxjJlZ5zofVk-QxKOqqmWN3GXTbJE7qYU4KXsdy415qtTmJ6HFyB6Vs.vpNItMg71yJsxkly8w-LFJgqRN_n0kouKuBfEU5dA7c&dib_tag=se&keywords=unbroken+young+adult+adaptation&qid=1782332256&sprefix=unbroken+ya+adapta%2Caps%2C167&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Prisionero-B-3087-Prisoner-Spanish/dp/B0F2YCS8KQ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=310RVAF67MOLH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uYGiXHDsBVAYkSdgKx4Nmwb1y-KD0a15RBH4IoFPZpmVxzgFLUSqiRUu4u0ltjOJwGU2AfXzFmTOGluPwxecMcLBXEqWxBIsin5ApgnC9-LKeMGK0ODquZ54vDQMk7CihoXGm9LBgB1dTiovQ0QyxQq6OftbrTQfAFwSxdC6qTjSjNUPKL-_eRj_cZ3X_nhBXpsAaklx0UfAwiHtQOVFKoVW1SGbKjzDUsfKIYTI8Ns.KODo8x0Y8PfWK2EXM7g9LhLwBApSCLZKTHPbAPVeeE0&dib_tag=se&keywords=prisoner+b-3087+by+alan+gratz&qid=1782332272&s=books&sprefix=prisoner%2Cstripbooks%2C179&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Count-Monte-Cristo-Puffin-Classics/dp/0140373535/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=QDXH5VU78000&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.t8Jx6IQOPUfAJMOLFoW8u5A5r2giNXmdFE8-mpzF6I7fjI7GJxctVsGiCJDY5lo5qwgV7C9R0OiBdY0D7X3Rj9PCzbs6OzU3W1RISw_4lkzF72LKmpNlxpihFKSSO2XH-g7RxYkcvnOh6Xc9_wic9Gj9KG2OQaJMsimoOP9uwSJLmbIdsrPI1D4nA6OWW4AMOh1WgoxowSdRj4D9RW7Uf0fkScOOM2sr8_fYCUD1r44.g2YGRHNO-rIqDd9acCGv50cQjSCOzySdiQfEwQAp2mI&dib_tag=se&keywords=abridged+version+count+of+monte+cristo&qid=1782332454&sprefix=abridged+version+count+of+monte+cristo%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13cmakCYae6GVavyeRxKVcre99XxsaECVoIaOnSej-Q8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGrfdjkb0bD8ZGH8Cd2lWGvjffPAKGVOSh3NcAHJb0Q/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pNHgvozYRJ2-8vVL801TO6IZgYErSG7i12ZOdEUMwCI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n5k94SdF65drMkW-QRlUbcvOB9RXURsdWWaFFwg5qLg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v3N2SUAwKTsDl1C1AuGGpkSTvF98cIB4eRLJBYJUHXk/edit?tab=t.0


As we begin our World Literature course, we will explore the following themes: divine 
justice, redemption and mercy, and good versus evil across cultures. Be ready to apply 
these concepts in our discussions! Happy reading! 
Academic Integrity: Academic research demonstrates that summer reading helps prevent 
the summer slide, significant achievement gaps, among all student demographics. 
Consequently, unless a student has official accommodations on file with JICS, he is 
expected to read independently and without the help of audio recordings, movies, or any 
other reading aids.  

I acknowledge that I have read independently without the use of audio recordings, 
movies, and other printed reading aids like Sparknotes. Furthermore I have not used 
ChatGPT (AI) in my written preparations. (Sign and return with your assignment on the 
first full day of school.)  

Student Signature____________________________________________ Parent  

Signature_____________________________________________ 

 



 

                                                    

James Island Christian School 

                                                2026 Summer Reading Assignment 

                                                          Ninth Grade Honors  

The specific guidelines for 9th Grade, Honors follow: 

Rising Ninth Grade Honors  

Edith Hamilton’s Mythology: 0446574759 

Students will read one required book, Edith Hamilton’s Mythology. A test will NOT be given on 
this book during the first week of school; however, there will be an assignment the first week 
which includes objective questions pertaining to details of the myths and possibly the writing of 
a one paragraph character analysis of  a particular god or goddess. This character analysis 
includes these elements: personality description of a god or goddess, character traits possessed 
by the god or goddess, and character traits that the god or goddess may share with humans or a 
member of the Christian trinity.  The student should observe these elements as he reads the book 
this summer. In addition, it is highly recommended the student take notes on these elements as he 
observes them since this will aid him with review preparation for his one paragraph character 
analysis of  a god or goddess from classical mythology. 

 

Project: After reading Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, each student should very creatively and 
neatly complete the following Mythology Book Project. 

Book Chapters 

Cover (20 points) 

The student should use his creativity and enjoy designing the cover for this project. This is an 
opportunity to let his imagination, artistry, and personality shine! Keep in mind the cover should 
reflect the content of the student’s chapters. 



Chapter One: Pantheon (20 points) 

The Greek Pantheon was composed of 12 deities. The ancient Greeks viewed their gods as being 
very human; therefore, they often possessed the worst characteristics of humanity: pettiness, 
anger, rage, jealousy etc. However, two basic differences distinguished the gods from mankind. 
Gods and goddesses did not age, and consequently were immortal, and they were more powerful 
than their human counterparts. This group included Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Demeter, Ares, 
Apollo. Hermes, Aphrodite, Athena, Hephaestus, Dionysus, and Artemis. The student should 
select six of his closest friends or relatives and create his own pantheon. Additionally each 
student will write a one page description of each of the six members of his pantheon as if 
that individual were a Greek god or goddess. Each of these six descriptions should include 
what the individual is god of, the god’s symbol, the god’s spouse, the god’s children and other 
relatives, the god’s special powers, the god’s personality characteristics, and the god’s negative 
and positive qualities. As the student creates his six gods or goddesses, he should use his 
imagination and have fun, but he should be careful to observe grammar rules and all rules of 
good writing,  

 

Chapter Two: Allusions to Myths in Modern Culture (20 points) 

Locate, categorize, and illustrate three references to Greek mythology found in modern culture. 
Each allusion should include a two sentence explanation of the reference, the Greek 
mythological figure referenced, an illustration, and a category.  

Example: The United States’ space mission to the Moon, Apollo, is an allusion to Apollo, the 
Greek god of light. Apollo was also the Greek god of prophecy, a form of intellectual 
enlightenment. One unusual thing about Apollo is that his Roman name is also Apollo. Apollo 11 
was the space vehicle which carried Neil Armstrong to the Moon. Category: Space/ NASA. Be 
sure to include a color picture that illustrates the god in modern culture, for example a color 
picture of the spaceship Apollo 11. 

 

Chapter Three: It Is All About Me (20 points) 

The student should write a personal essay (first person should be used for this section only) 
describing the mythological god or goddess that is most like him. The writer needs to explain the 
similarities between the mythological god or character and himself. This section of the 
assignment must be one to two pages in length. Remember grammar and correctness count. 

 



Chapter Four: Rewrite a Myth (20 points) 

Select a myth from Edith Hamilton’s Mythology which seems to have a Biblical theme. Compare 
the myth’s theme with a story, character, or an example from the Bible. This portion of the 
assignment must be one to two pages in length. No first person may be used in this section of 
the assignment. Once again, do not forget the rules of good grammar and writing. Finally the 
student must reference Edith Hamilton’s Mythology for this project, and he may consult library 
or internet sources.  Remember all sources must be cited using MLA format documentation 
for the work cited page. Each chapter of this project must be typed using 12 font Times New 
Roman. All four chapters of this original work must be placed in a folder or carefully bound in 
some creative way. I am excited to see the materials each student selects to create the book jacket 
for his original cover design. 

 

For MLA citations consult, if necessary, OWL at Purdue: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/ml
a_formatting_and_style_guide.html 

 

Important Note:  Only Greek myths are required for summer reading.  Norse and other 
myths included at the end of Edith Hamilton’s Mythology may be omitted. 

 

Academic Integrity: Academic research demonstrates that summer reading helps prevent the 
summer slide, significant achievement gaps, among all student demographics. Consequently, 
unless a student has official accommodations on file with JICS, he is expected to read 
independently and without the help of audio recordings, movies, or any other reading aids. 

 

I acknowledge that I have read  independently without the use of audio 
recordings, movies, and other printed reading aids like Sparknotes.   
Furthermore I have not used ChatGPT (AI)  in my written preparations. 
(Sign  and return with your assignment on the first full day of school.) 

Student Signature____________________________________________ 

Parent Signature_____________________________________________ 

 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html

