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2026 Summer Reading Assignment
Eleventh Grade Honors
The specific guidelines for 11th Grade, Honors follow:
Beowulf New Verse Translation: By: Seamus Heaney
Beowulf New Verse Translation: ISBN: 0393320979

Students will read the required book, Beowulf New Verse Translation.. An assignment will be
given on this book during the first week of school. It may include objective and subjective
questions pertaining to details of Seamus Heaney’s Beowulf New Verse Translation

Annotations and Essay: As students read, they should consider the hero Beowulf as a type of
Christ. Each should look for passages he thinks demonstrate Christ as the heroic prototype for
the Old English hero in Heaney’s translation. The text should be highlighted and include
marginal notes explaining each highlighted passage as a parallel to Christ. In addition, the
student should highlight and annotate additional material with marginal notes that demonstrate
the mixing of pagan and Christian elements which occur throughout the text. A grade will be
given for your highlighted and annotated text.

Project: After the start of the 2026-2027 school year, students will complete an essay
assignment and project covering Beowulf New Verse Translation for a test grade during the First
Quarter.

Academic Integrity: Academic research demonstrates that summer reading helps prevent the
summer slide, significant achievement gaps, among all student demographics. Consequently,
unless a student has official accommodations on file with JICS, he is expected to read
independently and without the help of audio recordings, movies, or any other reading aids.



| acknowledge that | have read independently without the use of audio
recordings, movies, and other printed reading aids like Sparknotes.
Furthermore | have not used ChatGPT (Al) in my reading or written
preparations. (Sign and return with your assignment on the first full day of
school.)

Student Signature

Parent Signature
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2026 Summer Reading Assignment
Eleventh Grade CP English

Reading is essential to your success throughout the academic year, but it is also crucial to your brain
development over the summer. Research shows that students who read, produce better writing, perform
better on assessments, and think more critically. Simply put, it is important that you keep reading and
thinking over the summer to prepare for our English class and the academic year.

Rising 11th Grade CP students should read and annotate one of the following novels. Students will also
complete a written response to be submitted the first day of class!

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien (Amazon Link)

OR

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson (Amazon Link)
If you choose The Hobbit, respond to the the following prompt:

Throughout the novel, the theme of good versus evil plays a vital role. In The Hobbit, J. R. R. Tolkien
portrays evil as a powerful and dangerous force that threatens both the individual and the community..
Using specific examples from the text, analyze how Tolkien demonstrates the strength of evil and the
challenges it creates for his characters. Be sure to think about what Tolkien seems to claim about the
ongoing battle of good vs. evil.

If you choose Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, respond to the following prompt:

Throughout the novel, the theme of good vs. evil is present. Stevenson depicts the duality of good vs. evil
within human nature through his protagonist and antagonist. Using specific examples from the novella,
discuss how this internal struggle is represented and what comment Stevenson is making regarding human
nature.

Your written response should meet the following:

Your response should be a minimum of a page in length.

Your response should be typed and written in accordance with MLA formatting.
You should have a thesis statement, based on the chosen prompt.

No Ist person (I, you, us, we).

Make sure to use specific examples from the text to prove your points.


https://www.amazon.com/Hobbit-J-R-R-Tolkien/dp/0618260307/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_1/146-8020540-0744947?pd_rd_w=NxtiA&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=HQ697CP94JFDF7HBSTHQ&pd_rd_wg=wFRqo&pd_rd_r=b6ad02ca-d8e7-460e-b88a-1a16c2afa285&pd_rd_i=0618260307&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Strange-Jekyll-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486266885/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=33YG8TC0BTBCK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.GrFdWqvTyg7FYNQvF4l4_VKIeQGRshe4JfA2UG8l0OtvaPuIM-UMe6iEOt-0c-CEutH7w5Z0akiJ-QKVHifEgy5m22aR3CzNTf-rknjfJE62iTxQ2UMmidhY4qef4PACN5CW8yhjLsdtP2rxq1iiP64kZ-TQ1pbqe52Rhxbz3sTJ59-xtKvLj1Cr5bKRUMZCaJobJGFw69gAII2NtivfKB-u9LTW4C2QE65cBj5cWH5gkKYyFrxn77Mk9T66qVtGIe8oSyg9zaoszM1ZpWdHLRdriAgeTn4nuu9PCb1JnPo.wAAHqTiMRcK8nhLOS3uNP5eoaduCbdbT_nEAiqDTQSM&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+strange+case+of+dr+jekyll+and+mr+hyde&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1780410726&s=books&sprefix=the+strange+case%2Cstripbooks%2C210&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1

As we begin our British Literature course, we will explore the theme of good versus evil, so be prepared
to apply your knowledge of your chosen text to our discussion! Happy reading!

Academic Integrity: Academic research demonstrates that summer reading helps prevent the summer
slide, significant achievement gaps, among all student demographics. Consequently, unless a student has
official accommodations on file with JICS, he is expected to read independently and without the help of
audio recordings, movies, or any other reading aids.

| acknowledge that | have read independently without the use of audio
recordings, movies, and other printed reading aids like Sparknotes.
Furthermore | have not used ChatGPT (Al) in my written preparations.
(Sign and return with your assignment on the first full day of school.)

Student Signature

Parent Signature




