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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 August 20, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting Three with Communion  
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 

 

Pre-Service Music 

 
 

August Bible Verse 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,  

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the historical practice of 

“closed” communion in the belief that the Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body 

and blood are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in the 

faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those visitors desiring to 

commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before 

the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a 

judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the 

Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

OPENING HYMN 

 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty LSB 901 

  

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184 

 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

Blessèd be the LORD! 

 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 



GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though 

we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your 

loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 
1Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 
6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

 and to be his servants, 

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 

 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

 will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 

 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 

“I will gather yet others to him 

 besides those already gathered.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 



EPISTLE Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he 

foreknew. . . . 

 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 

magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of 

them. 15For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean 

but life from the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are 

beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as 

you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now 

receive mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

  

 
21And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, 

a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his 

disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

“Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         

In Christ There Is No East or West LSB 653 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96. Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866–1949. Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 

1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 



SERMON 

No Mere Table Scraps – Matthew 15:21–28 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 



SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 



 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86. Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

When in the Hour of Deepest Need LSB 615

 



 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless

 grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 
 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–
61. Text and tune: Public domain 

Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 O blessèd heir of heaven, 

    You’ll hear the song resound 

Of endless jubilation 

    When you with life are crowned. 

In your right hand your maker 

    Will place the victor’s palm, 

And you will thank Him gladly 

    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 

 

6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 

    With joy our spirits bless 

Until we see the ending 

    Of all our life’s distress. 

And so throughout our lifetime 

    Keep us within Your care 

And at our end then bring us 

    To heav’n to praise You there. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006. Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 

Text (sts. 1–5): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. 

Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

 

May God Bestow on Us His Grace LSB 824 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. Tune: David Lee, 1956. Text: Public domain. Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used 
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

  



NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

 



BENEDICTION  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the crucified and 

risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  

 

 

 

 

In order to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us, 

the newsletter will now be emailed to you directly.  

This cuts the cost of printing and postage.  

Please scan the QR code to the right to ensure the church 

has your correct email address. If you prefer a hard copy, 

please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. 

 



 

Congregation: Edith Erwin and Deloris Griffin; for our Shut-in members: 

Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, 

Floris Whittaker, Lathel Norris, and for others who are not able to come to 

church 
 

Community: for Peggy Sunvison (Ann Koester’s sister) who has health issues; Sarah Farell (Millie 

Harmann’s daughter); for students, parents, and teachers as they prepare for the start of another school 

year; for all those who need rain, that the Lord would bless our lands so that they may produce in 

abundance; for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran Church (vacancy); families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: for the people of Hawai’i who are affected by the wildfires; for those who have been led astray 

into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly decisions for their people 

and countries; for peace in Ukraine 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

August 20 – August 27 

Today:  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion  

   Acolyte:    Lane Borgstedt 

  Greeter:    Dorcas Schroeder  

 Ushers: Caleb Klussmann Don Koester 

  Valgene Kohring Arturo Maya 

  11:30 AM   Confirmation Meeting 
    

Monday: 10:00 AM  Worship Online  
 

Tuesday: 6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Next Sunday:  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Promotion Sunday 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Hannah Nowicki 

  Greeter:    Billie Weidemann  

 Ushers: Landon Duckett Charles Meyer 

  Brad Molitor Paul Richter 

 11:30 AM  Promotion Sunday Lunch and Games 

           

Serving in August:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Dorcas Schroeder. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Board of Education is looking for Sunday School teachers for 

the coming school year, beginning the first Sunday of September.   

The teacher openings are the following: 

- Early Childhood (ages 2- PreK)  

- Lower Elementary (kindergarten- 2nd grade) 

- Youth Bible Class 

- Music leaders  

If there are two teachers that sign up for a class, you would be 

teaching every other month. The sign-up sheet is located on the 

cabinet in the parish hall. Please show your love and devotion to our 

children so that they may know about Jesus’ love for them.   

 

 

               

         

One of the great traditions here at Bethlehem was our potato pancake 

supper. It was a time for the congregation to fellowship while also reaching 

out to our community. Like so many things, COVID brought a stop to it. I 

have heard from many people in the congregation who are interested in 

reviving this tradition again. To that end, I would like an exploratory 

committee to come together to look into what it would take to bring back 

this event successfully. If you are interested in joining this committee, 

please contact Matthew Kettler at kettlerma@gmail.com or 979-251-4172. I would like to have a 

meeting of those interested next month so please let us know as soon as possible. Thank you. 

In Christ's Service and Yours, 

Pastor Krieg 

 

 

Sisters in Christ 
This Bible study group is for women, young and old and in-between, to grow together 

in God’s truth and love. We come together to study God's Word and build each other 

up in Christ, guided by Ephesians 4:15-16: Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 

to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 

body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each 

part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  
 

We meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 10 am at Marilyn Klussmann’s home. This month our 

meeting is next Monday, August 28. Please talk with Laura Fisher for more information. 

               

 

Sunday School Corner 
Parents, next week in Sunday School, we will learn the story of “Lydia.” Just as God worked His miracle 

beside the river, clothing Lydia with Christ in Baptism, so God works His miracles in pulpits and fonts 

around the world today, destroying the work of Satan, ripping believers from the jaws of death, washing 

away sins in water tinged with Jesus’ blood, and clothing believers with His righteousness. In preparation 

for this lesson, parents ask your child, “How did God use water to save Lydia and us? Who does God use 

to reveal His Word to us today?” So don't miss out on this exciting lesson, and parents, you can stay and 

join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 
 

mailto:kettlerma@gmail.com


New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
What is the Law? What is its purpose? What is the Gospel? What is its 

purpose? These are just some of the questions we answered as we began our 

study through Unit 4, Law and Gospel, this morning. Next week we will 

begin going through Unit 5, Jesus Christ: Savior of the World. If you could 

not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study 

hour before church, starting at 9 am, to learn the answers to these questions 

and so much more. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more 

meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I 

hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. And if you 

would like a free digital copy of the Life with God book, you can get it here: 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf  (part 1) 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf  (part 2) 

 

 

               

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Bethlehem Lutheran, 

I want to start by expressing gratitude for your unwavering support and generosity toward your church. 

Your contributions have been essential to our ability to continue carrying out our mission and serving the 

needs of our congregation, our community, and the world. 

I want to take this opportunity to introduce our new e-giving platform, Vanco. This platform provides a 

secure and user-friendly way to give to our church online, and we are confident that it will make giving 

more convenient for many members of our congregation. 

You can now give on our website under the “Give” tab at the top right of the screen or scan the QR code 

below. 

 

Whether you choose to give online or in person, your support is vital to the continued success of 

Bethlehem Lutheran. I am so grateful for your generosity and commitment to our congregation, our 

community, and the world. 

Thank you again for all that you do. 

In Christ’s Service and Yours,  

Pastor Krieg 

 

 

  

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf
https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf


Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

08-13 Sunday School 

08-13 Youth Bible Class 

08-13 Adult Bible Class 

9 

5 

23 

$29.00 

 

08-13 Worship Service 109 General Fund: $3,271.15 

Cheri Dahmann Memorial: $40.00 
 


