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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 September 3, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

September Bible Verse 

Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart.  

For consider what great things he has done for you. 

1 Samuel 12:24 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the historical practice of 

“closed” communion in the belief that the Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His 

body and blood are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those visitors 

desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an 

elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another 

confession is not a judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning 

God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the 

service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

OPENING HYMN 

With the Lord Begin Your Task LSB 869

 

 

 



 
Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, 1734, Waldenburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.. Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–75. Text: © 1941 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION– from the Lutheran Service Book, page 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; 

 trust in him, and he will act. 

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

 and your justice as the noonday. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out

 evil devices! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

  



KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He 

leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15O LORD, you know; 

 remember me and visit me, 

 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

 and your words became to me a joy 

 and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

 nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

 for you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 

 my wound incurable, 

 refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

 like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

 you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

 but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

 but they shall not prevail over you, 



for I am with you 

 to save you and deliver you, 

declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

EPISTLE Romans 12:9–21 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with 

brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to 

the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 

the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in 

the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 

says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

 
 

21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never 

happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. 

For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 



for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? 

Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels 

in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I 

say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming 

in his kingdom.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the  

   dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and   

    glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SERMON HYMN          

 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus LSB 531 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–4): Hymns Addressed to the Holy, Holy, Holy, Triune God, 1757, London, alt.; (sts. 2–4): A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 
1760, London, alt. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

Losing for a Living – Matthew 16:21–28 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT– from the Lutheran Service Book, page 160 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

 

 

  



SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

  



PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

  



Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me LSB 756 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–3): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (sts. 4–5): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76. Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 

1–3) and tune: Public domain 
 

 

O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace LSB 693 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851–1929, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug. Text and tune: Public domain 



Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star LSB 872 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Knorr von Rosenroth, 1636–89; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. 
Freylinghausen. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

      Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN  

 Lift High the Cross LSB 837 

 

 

 

 



 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the crucified and 

risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  

 

 

 

 

 

In order to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us, 

the newsletter will now be emailed to you directly to save 

on the cost of printing and postage. To ensure you 

continue receiving the newsletter, scan the QR code to the 

right to verify your email address. 

 

 

 

 

Congregation: for our Confirmation students, as they begin their studies, that 

they would be motivated to learn God’s Word and our Lutheran doctrine; for 

all of our Sunday school kids, as they start the new year, that they would 

continue to be built up in their faith by God’s Word; Blake Powers, for health 

issues; Roger Schroeder, for a quick and successful recovery from his heart 

attack; for Edith Erwin, Deloris Griffin; for our Shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, 

James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, Floris Whittaker, Lathel Norris, and for others who are not able 

to come to church 
 

Community: for Peggy Sunvison (Ann Koester’s sister) who has health issues; Sarah Farell (Millie 

Harmann’s daughter); for all those who need rain, that the Lord would bless our lands so that they may 

produce in abundance; for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith 

Mission; St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church (vacancy); families and individuals cared for by Child 

Protective Services 
 

World: for the people of Florida and others recovering from Hurricane Idalia; for those who have been 

led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose 

life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly decisions for their 

people and countries; for peace in Ukraine 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

September 3 – September 10 

Today:  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I with Communion 

   Acolyte:    Kaisen Ashorn 

  Greeter:    Shirley Ashorn  

 Ushers: Kaden Flisowski Colin Schomburg 

  Collin Schroeder Dale Schroeder 
    

Monday: 10:00 AM  Worship Online 
  

Tuesday: 7:00 PM  LWML Social 

 7:30 PM  LWML Meeting 
 

Wednesday: 4:30 PM  Midweek Confirmation Class 
 

Thursday: 6:00 PM  Elders’ Meeting 
 

Next Sunday:  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Marc Maya 

  Greeter:    Vickie Ashorn  

 Ushers: Ben Holtkamp Ian Schroeder 

  Mike Schroeder Shane Schroeder 

           

Serving in September:   Elder – Charles Meyer / Trustee – Robert Kettler  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Shirley Ashorn. 

 

 

One of the great traditions here at Bethlehem was our potato pancake 

supper. It was a time for the congregation to fellowship while also reaching 

out to our community. Like so many things, COVID brought a stop to it. I 

have heard from many people in the congregation who are interested in 

reviving this tradition again. To that end, I would like an exploratory 

committee to come together to look into what it would take to bring back 

this event successfully. If you are interested in joining this committee, please contact Matthew Kettler 

at kettlerma@gmail.com or 979-251-4172. I would like to have a meeting of those interested next 

month so please let us know as soon as possible. Thank you. 

In Christ's Service and Yours, 

Pastor Krieg  

 

 

mailto:kettlerma@gmail.com


You're Invited!  

University Lutheran Chapel Dedication Worship Service  

Sunday, September 10th at 3pm -- 315 College Main Street   

The new Lutheran Student Center and Chapel is now open to serve students at Blinn 

College and Texas A&M University. The Chapel is a part of an 802-bed student housing 

high-rise in the Northgate area of College Station. Texas District President Michael 

Newman will speak at the dedication service, highlighting the importance of the campus mission as a part 

of our work together as congregations of the Texas District. A reception will follow the dedication. 

Parking is available in the City of College Station Parking Garage (309 College Main) adjacent to the 

REV Northgate building, where the Chapel is located on the ground floor. May God be glorified in this 

place and his people prepared for his mission! 

Thanks! 

John Karle, Lead Missionary  

Dorinda Werner, Catalyst for Internationals Connect 
 

Sunday School Corner 
Parents, next week in Sunday School, the kids will study the lesson, “The Fall and a Promise.” The 

slithery serpent caused Eve to doubt God’s Word with one simple question: “Did God actually say . . .?” 

(Genesis 3:1). Seeking to gain wisdom, Eve and Adam rebel against their Creator. Suddenly aware of 

their condition before God, they vainly attempt to hide their sinful exposure. With sin comes punishment 

that is just; yet our heavenly Father does not leave humankind without hope. Instead, He promises One 

who will come to rescue His people from the jaws of death and Satan. To prepare for this lesson, as a 

family, discuss the importance of God’s promise of the Savior.  So don't miss out on this exciting lesson, 

and parents, you can stay and join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 
 

New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Who is Jesus? What are His two natures? What were the Messianic 

prophecies that pointed to Christ coming? These are just some of the 

questions we answered as we began our study through Unit 5, Jesus Christ: 

Savior of the World, this morning. Next week, we will continue with Unit 

5. If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the 

Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m., to learn the 

answers to these questions and so much more. Now is the time to commit 

yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word 

and your relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we 

continue our studies. And if you would like a free digital copy of the Life 

with God book, you can get it here: 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf  (part 1) 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf  (part 2) 

 

 

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life 

 
Our bodies and lives are on loan from Almighty God. He creates us in His image, redeems us with His 

Son, and calls us by His name (Jeremiah 15:16) from fertilization to forever. So He does not abandon us 

in our frailties and mistakes. Shall we not extend this Gospel also to neighbors facing surprise pregnancy 

and terminal diagnosis? For more information, visit https://lutheransforlife.org/. 

 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf
https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf
https://lutheransforlife.org/


 

Online Giving 

You can now give tithes and offerings on our website. Click the link under the “Give” tab 

at the top right of the website, or you can scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

08-27 Sunday School 

08-27 Youth Bible Class 

08-27 Adult Bible Class 

12 

4 

25 

$40.00 

 

08-27 Worship Service 127 General Fund: $2,711.00 

Building Fund: $200.00 
 


