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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 12, 2023

Divine Service: Setting One
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166
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Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,
Community, and the World

November Bible Verse

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World!

Ringing of the Church Bell

OPENING HYMN

The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us
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1 The Bride-groom soon will call us, “Come to the wed-ding feast.”
2 There shall we see in glo - ry Our dear Re-deem-er’s face;
3 There God shall from all e - vil For - ev - er make us free,
4 In that fair home shall nev - er Be si - lent mu - sic’s voice;
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May slum-ber not be - fall us Nor watch-ful-ness de - crease.
The long - a-wait-ed sto - 1y Of heav'n-ly joy takes place:
From sin and from the dev - il, From all ad- ver - si - ty,
With hearts and lips for-ev - er We shall in God re - joice,
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May all our lamps be burn - ing With oil e - nough and more
The pa - tri-archs shall meet us, The proph-ets ho - ly band;
From sick-ness, pain, and sad - ness, From trou - bles, cares, and fears,
While an - gel hosts are rais - ing With saints from great to least
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That we, with Him re - turn - ing, May find an o -pen door!
A - pos - tles, mar - tyrs greet us In that ce - les-tial land.
And grant us heav’'n-ly glad - ness And wipe a-way our tears.
A might -y hymn for prais - ing The Giv -er of the feast.

LSB 514

Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 2-4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt. Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbiittel, ed. Michael Praetorius. Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 2—4) and tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 151

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -l Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 84:1, 9-12; antiphon: v. 3

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LoRrbD of hosts, my King and my God.

How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LoRD of hosts!

Behold our shield, O God,
look on the face of your anointed!

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
wickedness.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.

O Lorp of hosts,
blesséd is the one who trusts in you!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

KYRIE LSB 152
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity

of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
(P) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

'y ® — |
Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo -1y of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church,
that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding
feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 5:18-24
BWoe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
201s not the day of the LorD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21T hate, I despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. °For this we declare to you
by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep. °For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 1"Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. *¥Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



COMMON ALLELUIA
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HoLY GOsSPEL

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Matthew 25:1-13

[Jesus said:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. ®For when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them, *but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. ®But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise
answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy
for yourselves.” 2°And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. ! Afterward the other virgins came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 2But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” *Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

[E This i |s the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life »~f« everlasting. Amen.

LSB 159



CHILDREN’S HYMN
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb

Children come forward during Children’s Hymn

LSB 740
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as I am, E - ven now the
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heart I am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and  stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
0 , . . .
— — 1
Q) ! |
Knows my need and well pro- vides me, Loves me ev - 'ty
In - to pleas - ant  pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - wven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
to  His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest.

Text and tune: Public domain

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
0
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing)” The watch-men on the
2 7Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all her heart with
3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy is spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est  tone.
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Mid-night hears the wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re - joic - es: “Oh, where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le-1lu - ia! With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore wil we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who 18 near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—-1608. Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON
Let Justice Roll Down — Amos 5:18-24
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall 1

ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
OFFERING PRAYER
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION LSB 166

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;
20 Fa - ther, light from heav - en send;
30 earth, in flow’r - ing bud be seen;
4 O Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;
As morn - ing dew, 0 Son, de - scend.
Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.
When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, @) earth, a blos - som  rare,
(@) come, (@) come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.
To Ja - cob’s line rain down the King.
Our Sav - ior, sprung from mead - ow fair.
Con - sole us in our vale of WOe.

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7 There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore

Forever and forevermore.

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909-67, alt.

Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Tune: Public domain

‘ POSTLUDE

\,‘i % Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the crucified and
ivl t| ® risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you worship with us today.
I1SITOrS



In order to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us,
the newsletter will now be emailed to you directly to save
on the cost of printing and postage. To ensure you
continue receiving the newsletter, scan the QR code
to the right to verify your email address.

CHURCH

NEWSLETTER

Congregation: for all those who have served honorably in the armed forces
T O%rm% fo of our nation, may we as citizens live lives worthy of their service; for Doris
? \ / Kohring as she recovers from surgery; for Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and
5( 7 QP Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle,

J\/\\/ ] . . .
/\_/ ames Schoenemann, Floris Whittaker, Lathel Norris, and others who are

unable to come to church

Community: for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families
and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services

World: for Israel, as they face war and the terrorist attacks, bring a quick end to the violence and peace to
the region; for those who have been led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that
they would find the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they
would make godly decisions for their people and countries; for peace in Ukraine

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Week’s Schedule
November 12 — November 19
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 AM Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting |
Acolyte: Michael Hinze
Greeter: Lillian Hayden
Ushers: Michael Kettler Robert Kettler
Corey Klussmann Don Koester
11:30 AM Veterans Day Remembrance
Monday: 10:00 AM Worship Online
Tuesday: 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday: 4:30 PM Midweek Confirmation Class
6:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Church Council Budget Meeting
Next Sunday: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Church Worker Appreciation Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Kaisen Ashorn
Greeter: Donna Hinze
Ushers: Valgene Kohring  Arturo Maya

Charles Meyer Brad Molitor



Serving in November: Elder — Chris Smitherman / Trustee — Delwin Gaskamp

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Lillian Hayden.

Veterans Day Service—Today, after worship

Please join us today after worship for a special service to honor our
veterans. We will retire the American Flag and the Christian Flag, and
then we will have a dedication for the new flags, which have been
donated by Woodman Life Insurance and Amanda and Russell Kohring.
After the service, we invite you to join us for a fried chicken meal. Let us
thank God for our veterans and show them our appreciation!

Attention ALL Outgoing Church Officers!

This Wednesday, November 15%, at 6:00 pm, the nominating committee will
CHURCH meet to nominate the candidates for the 2024 Officers. The nominating
OFFICER committee consists of ALL outgoing officers.

NOMINATIONS Church Council

The church council will meet at 7:00 pm this Wednesday, November 15", to

prepare the proposed budget for 2024.

Stars of Joy
If you would like to be a part of this mission, please contact Lynn

VanEman after church, or you can go by Brenham National Bank
to pick up a star. The project is designed to provide Christmas gifts
for children in foster care or children supervised by Child BRENHAM
Protective Services. Let us share the JOY of our Lord’s birth! NATIONAL BANK

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life

” I_U T H E R A N S Like the parable’s bridegroom, Jesus often meets us in unexpected
FOR L |F E| moments(Matthew 25:10). He even sometimes hides in surprise

pregnancies or terminal diagnoses in order to rescue and bless. So, we

dare not ignore the poor and needy neighbors who cry out for deliverance (Psalm 70:1, 5) from abortion

and assisted suicide. If we do indeed love the Lord’s salvation, then let us say so (Psalm 70:4)! For more

information, visit https://lutheransforlife.org/.



https://lutheransforlife.org/

ﬁumfay Schoe] Gorner

Parents, next week in Sunday School, the kids will study the lesson, “The King’s Table.” Mephibosheth,
Jonathan’s son, suffered crippling injuries at age 5 while escaping Saul’s enemies with his nurse. Once
David established his kingdom, his thoughts turned to whether there were any survivors from Saul and
Jonathan’s line. Discovering Mephibosheth, David bestows on him Saul’s land and fortune.
Mephibosheth’s family moves to Jerusalem, where he always eats at the king’s table. To prepare your
kids for this lesson, as a family, discuss how God provides for our daily needs today. So don't miss out on
this exciting lesson, and parents, you can stay and join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See

you next week!

W;W‘ Fdukt 3umﬁzy School Lesson

What are the Sacraments? Is Baptism necessary? Does it matter how one is
Baptized? What are the different views concerning the Lord’s Supper? Why do
we practice Closed Communion? These are just some of the questions we
answered as we continued our study of Unit 8, The Means of Grace — Gospel in
Word and Sacrament, this morning. Next week, we will continue with Unit 8.
If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult
Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m., to learn the answers to these
questions and so much more. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper
and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with
Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. And if you
would like a free digital copy of the Life with God book, you can get it here:
https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-partl.pdf (part 1)

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf (part 2)

Online Giving

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the
“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),
or just scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
11-05 Sunday School 28 $50.24
11-05 Youth Bible Class 2
11-05 Adult Bible Class 35
11-05 Worship 122 General Fund: $4,797.00
Local Missions: $25.00
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https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf

