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Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 November 19, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting Three with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

November Bible Verse 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;  

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the historical practice of 

“closed” communion in the belief that the Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body 

and blood are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in the 

faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those visitors desiring to 

commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before 

the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a 

judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the 

Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten LSB 914 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005013. Tune: Public domain 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; 

 I ponder the work of your hands. 

I stretch out my hands to you; 

 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 

 Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 

For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 

 In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

 

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

  



KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises 

to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in 

the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7–16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

 For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

 and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 

 and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish 

 everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house 

 with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 

 “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, 

 a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 

 For all the traders are no more; 

 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

 and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, 

 those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

 nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 

 and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

 they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 



 they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, 

 near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 

 the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15A day of wrath is that day, 

 a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

 a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

 and against the lofty battlements. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written 

to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them 

as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, 

brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. 

We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 

and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But 

since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with 

him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

  

 
14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 

to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 

them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after 

a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 

five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 



master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 

talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a 

hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered 

him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where 

I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 

should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him 

who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 

But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant 

into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY         

 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near LSB 508 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 
 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 
 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 
1832–1919, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 

1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug. Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

The Gospel Gift – Matthew 25:14–30 
 

  



OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 



AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray LSB 663 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



Come, Let Us Eat LSB 626 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): tr. Margaret D. Miller, 1927, alt.; (st. 4): Gilbert E. Doan, 1930, alt. Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Billema Kwillia, 1925. Text (st. 4): © 1972 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: © Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Take My Life and Let It Be LSB 783 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

  



THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN 

 Lord of Our Life LSB 659 

 

 

 
Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt.. Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers. Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the crucified and 

risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to be good stewards of the gifts God has given us, 

the newsletter will now be emailed to you directly to save 

on the cost of printing and postage. To ensure you 

continue receiving the newsletter, scan the QR code  

to the right to verify your email address. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Congregation: for all those who will be traveling this holiday season, may 

God lead them safely to and from their destinations; for Doris Kohring as 

she recovers from surgery; for Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris 

Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James 

Schoenemann, Floris Whittaker, Lathel Norris, and others who are unable to 

come to church 
 

Community: for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families 

and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: for Israel, as they face war and the terrorist attacks, bring a quick end to the violence and peace to 

the region; for those who have been led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that 

they would find the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they 

would make godly decisions for their people and countries; for peace in Ukraine 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

November 19 – November 26 

Today:  Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Church Worker Appreciation Sunday 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte:    Kaisen Ashorn 

  Greeter:    Donna Hinze 

 Ushers: Valgene Kohring Arturo Maya 

  Charles Meyer Brad Molitor 

 11:30 AM  Emergency Voters’ Meeting  
   

Monday: 10:00 AM  Worship Online 

 

Tuesday: 6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday: 7:00 PM  Thanksgiving Eve Service 

   Acolyte:    Marc Maya 

  Greeter:    Donna Hinze 

 Ushers: Paul Richter  Colin Schomburg 

  Collin Schroeder Ian Schroeder 
 

Next Sunday:  Last Sunday of the Church Year  

  8:00 AM   Outdoor Amphitheater Worship 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Maddison Molitor 

  Greeter:    Diane Jaehne 

 Ushers: Mike Schroeder Shane Schroeder 

  Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle 

 

Serving in November:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Donna Hinze. 



 

 

 

Thank you! 

To everyone who helped with the Veterans Day Remembrance, 

thank you! To all who helped with the service, cooked for the meal, 

donated memorabilia, and prayed for its success,  

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday, November 26, at 8:00 am is this  

month’s Outdoor Amphitheater Worship Service. 

Come worship in the beauty of our Lord’s creation! 

 

 
 
 

 

Stars of Joy 

If you would like to be a part of this mission, please contact Lynn 

VanEman after church, or you can go by Brenham National Bank 

to pick up a star. The project is designed to provide Christmas gifts 

for children in foster care or children supervised by Child 

Protective Services. Let us share the JOY of our Lord’s birth! 

 
 
 
 

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life 

Many around us despair because the world pressures them into the 

violence and fraud (Zephaniah 1:9) of viewing death as a solution to 

difficulty. In the sanctity of every human life, we have riches to spare 

(Matthew 25:15). Gospel hope and joy are not just for us to possess. Jesus brings us faith and life to 

proclaim and put into practice. For more information, visit https://lutheransforlife.org/. 

 
 
 

Sunday School Corner 
Parents, next week in Sunday School, the kids will study the lesson, “A Prophet Serves – Samuel.” 

Having been raised in the Tabernacle from the time he was a young child, Samuel continues to serve Eli, 

the priest. One night, Samuel runs to Eli, thinking Eli is calling his name. Eli sends Samuel back to bed, 

assuring him he has not called. As the pattern repeats, Eli tells Samuel to lie down once again but then 

next time responds, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:9). When the Lord calls once 

again, He gives Samuel a vision of how Samuel will succeed Eli rather than Eli’s “worthless” sons. To 

prepare your kids for this lesson, as a family, discuss how God used the prophet Samuel to do His work. 

So don't miss out on this exciting lesson, and parents, you can stay and join Pastor Krieg in the adult 

Sunday School class. See you next week! 
 

https://lutheransforlife.org/


New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
What are the Sacraments? Is Baptism necessary? Does it matter how one is 

Baptized? What are the different views concerning the Lord’s Supper? Why 

do we practice Closed Communion? These are just some of the questions we 

answered as we continued our study of Unit 8, The Means of Grace – Gospel 

in Word and Sacrament, this morning. Next week, we will begin Unit 9, The 

Doctrine of the Chruch. If you could not attend today, please join us next 

Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m., 

to learn the answers to these questions and so much more. Now is the time to 

commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s 

Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as 

we continue our studies. And if you would like a free digital copy of the Life 

with God book, you can get it here:  

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf  (part 1) 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf  (part 2) 

 

 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the  

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),  

or just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

11-12 Sunday School 

11-12 Youth Bible Class 

11-12 Adult Bible Class 

20 

1 

30 

$27.80 

 

11-12 Worship  136 General Fund: $5,418.70 

Local Missions: $25.00 
 

https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part1.pdf
https://storage.snappages.site/HBG39K/assets/files/LifeWithGod-part2.pdf

