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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 June 16, 2024 
 

Divine Service: Setting III with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

June Bible Verse 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

Romans 15:13 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the historical practice of 

“closed” communion in the belief that the Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body 

and blood are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in the 

faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those visitors desiring to 

commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before 

the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a 

judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the 

Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 Preach You the Word LSB 586 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of 

that!” 
 
 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. Tune: Rheinfelssisch 

Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg. Text: © 
1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain



Stand. 
 

INVOCATION LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; 

 the earth is full of your creatures. 

These all look to you, 

 to give them their food in due season. 

When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

 and you renew the face of the ground. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

  



GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Sit. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 17:22–24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it 

out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a 

high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and 

produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its 

branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I 

bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree 

flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 

 1For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on 



our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in 

this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 

clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very 

thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it 

our aim to please him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, 

and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but 

giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward 

appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in 

our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that 

one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 

live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 

Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand. 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:26–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

 
 

26And [Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He 

sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces 

by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for 

it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not 

speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

  



NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit. 

 
 
 

 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY         

 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth LSB 834 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94. Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

SERMON 

The Kingdom of God – Mark 4:26–34 

Stand. 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 



 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  
PREFACE  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake 

He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 

and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 



 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

  



AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 All Who Believe and Are Baptized LSB 601 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg. Text and tune: Public 

domain 
 

 



Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me LSB 756 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–3): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (sts. 4–5): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76 

Text (sts. 4–5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Public domain 
 

 

In Adam We Have All Been One LSB 569 

 

 
 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 

    To make us one in Thee. 
 

D6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

    And Spirit Thou art one. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven. Text: © 

1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. 

Tune: Public domain 



 

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast LSB 577 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

  



THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

Sit. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892 

 

 



 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the 

name of the crucified and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  

 
 

 

Congregation: for the family of Fred Schwartz, Jr.; for the family of 

Scott Hemann; for all those who will be helping with and attending 

VBS next week, may the Lord strengthen their faith through His Word; 

for all those who will be traveling this summer, may God bring them 

safely to and from their destinations; healing and health for Jim Straker, 

who is battling a cancer diagnosis; for Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in 

members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, James Schoenemann, Roger & Elvera 

Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church 
 

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; Brenham Pregnancy Center and 

those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and individuals cared for by Child Protective 

Services 
 

World: for all those suffering in the war in Israel, may God watch over and protect His children, and by 

His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior and thus enjoy an eternity with Him; 

for those who have been led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would 

find the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make 

godly decisions for their people and countries 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

June 9 – June 16 

Today:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte:    Maddison Molitor 

  Greeter:    Donna Hinze 

 Ushers: Westin Ashorn Daryl Dahman 

  Doyle Dahmann Michael Dieterich 



 

Monday:  6:30-8:00 PM  Life With God—New Member Class 
 

Tuesday: 5:00-8:00 PM VBS—The Lions of Babylon 
 

Wednesday: 5:00-8:00 PM VBS—The Lions of Babylon 
 

Thursday: 5:00-8:00 PM VBS—The Lions of Babylon 
 

Friday: 5:00-8:00 PM VBS Closing—The Lions of Babylon 
 

Next Sunday:   Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Hannah Nowicki 

  Greeter:    Diane Jaehne 

 Ushers: Landon Duckett Delwin Gaskamp 

  Greg Gaskamp Kevin Goessler 

  

Serving in June:   Elder – Clinton Kettler / Trustee – Kevin Harrington 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.  

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Donna Hinze.  

 

 

The Board of Education invites everyone to VBS Closing on Friday, June 21st at 

5:00pm. After the program, there will be hamburgers served. We ask for the 

congregation to share their favorite homemade ice cream flavor. If anyone’s garden 

has produced extra tomatoes or onions, we will happily take those off your hand, 

please let Sharon Schwartz know by Wednesday, June 19th. 

 

 

 

VBS June 18-21st - The Lions of Babylon 

 

  

  

It’s that time of the year again to start thinking about VBS. The Board of 

Education is excited to introduce this year’s theme, The Lions of Babylon. The 

kids will follow along through the Book of Daniel as they learn about the 

exile to Babylon and how God cared for His people. 
 

The dates for this year’s VBS will be Tuesday, June 18 through Friday, 

June 21. Each night will last from 5:00 - 8:00 pm, with dinner from 5:00 - 

6:00 pm. And this year Pastor will be offering a Bible class for the adults 

during kids' activities. So, there’s something for everyone. 
 

Mark your calendars for this exciting VBS experience! To register your 

child(ren), follow the link on the “News from the Pews” page on our website, 

or sign up on the form located in the Parish Hall. 



Life With God—New Member Classes Continue Monday, June 17th 
Our adult information class covers the most important teachings of 

the Bible as they are believed, taught, and confessed here at 

Bethlehem. It is designed for anyone considering membership at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and for members of the congregation 

who would like a thorough review of basic Biblical doctrine. So 

mark your calendar and plan to join us on Mondays from 6:30 to 

8:00 pm, starting June 10th. Classes run for 10-12 sessions. 

 

 

 

 

The weekly Women’s Bible Study will be on break  

until our next book, Eric Metaxas’s Letter to the American Churches,  

which will begin on Thursday, July 11th at 6:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Corner 
Parents, today in Sunday School, your kids studied the lesson “A Returning Truth – Christ Returns.” 

Banished to the island of Patmos, John receives a revelation of the new heaven and new earth. In this 

climax to the Book of Revelation, John describes the indescribable—the Lamb of God in His glory with 

His people in their eternal home. To reinforce this lesson for your kids, as a family, discuss, “How does 

God reassure us concerning His return on the Last Day?” And don't miss out on next week’s exciting 

lesson, “Rebekah Serves at the Well.” Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School 

class. See you next week! 
 

New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Genesis lays the foundation for all the events and doctrines of 

Holy Scripture. Studying its characters and events will prepare 

you for a much broader understanding of God’s ways with 

humankind. Throughout Genesis, Moses emphasizes that these 

records apply not simply to Israel but to all nations and families 

of the earth. See in the patriarchs’ weaknesses, struggles, and 

joys a mirror of families today. The Lord, through promise and 

faith, makes all the difference for the patriarchs, and He will 

likewise bless and lead you. So join us as we begin our study of the book of Genesis. If you could not 

attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 

a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word 

and your relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. 

 

 

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life 

Fathers embody how much difference the little things make. What seems 

just a personal choice at first quickly affects everyone around with its 

repercussions. The devil uses privacy and independence as deceptions. 

But salvation also only starts small (Mark 4:30-32). An embryo soon grows into the Savior of the 

universe, and one word spoken in courage and compassion changes untold hearts and saves countless 

lives. For more information, please visit https://lutheransforlife.org/. 

 

https://lutheransforlife.org/


 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the  

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),  

or just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

06-09 Sunday School 

06-09 Youth Bible Class 

06-09 Adult Bible Class 

12 

3 

29 

$112.40 

 

06-09 Sunday Worship Service 130 General Fund: $4,007.80 

Lutheran Witness: $22.50 

Church Directory: $60.00 

Fred Schwartz, Jr. Memorial: $1,120.00 

 


