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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost g %_-
September 1, 2024 E ;
Divine Service: Setting | with Holy Communion ]z
B &
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,
Pre-serVICG MUSIC Community, and the World

September Bible Verse
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.”
Matthew 6:33-34

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World!

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the historical practice of
“closed” communion in the belief that the Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body
and blood are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in the
faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those visitors desiring to
commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before
the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a
judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the
Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service.

Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708
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1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from
2 Yea, Lord,’twas Thy rich boun-ty gave My bod - y, soul, and
" 3 Lord, let at last Thine an - gels come, To A -br’ham’s bos - om
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me de - part, With ten - der mer - cy cheer me. Earth
all I have In this poor life of la - bor. Lord,
A bear me home, That I may die wun - fear - ing; And
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has no plea-sure I would share. Yea, heav’'n 1t - self were
grant that I in ev - ry place May glo - rn - fy Thy
in its nar - row cham-ber keep My bod - y safe in
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void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. And should my
lav - ish grace And help and serve my neigh - bor. Let no false

peace-ful sleep Un - til Thy re - ap-pear - ing. And then from
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heart for  sor-row break, My trust in Thee can noth-ing shake.

doc - trine  me be- guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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Thou  art the por - tion I have sought; Thy pre - cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me To bear my
O Son of God, Thy glo - rious face, My Sav - ior
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sus Christ, my God and
sus Christ, my God and
sus Christ, my prayer at -

blood my soul has bought. Lord Je
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je
and my fount of grace. Lord Je
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand.
INVOCATION LSB 151
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession
&
Absolution
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 51:7, 10-12; antiphon: v. 2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
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(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-la-ia, al -le - ln - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
S For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A4 Final Refrain — —
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to

completion every good intent that we may grow in
good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

grace and bring forth the fruit of
Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit.
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

<“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am teaching you, and do
them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your
fathers, is giving you. 2You shall not add to the word that | command you, nor take from it, that you
may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that | command you. . . .

®Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the



peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people.” "For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LoRD our God
is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees
so righteous as all this law that | set before you today?

%“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have
seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children
and your children’s children.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 6:10-20
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. *Put on the whole armor of God,

that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. *2For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. *Therefore take up the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. *4Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, *°and,
as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. *In all circumstances
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; Y’and
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, *®praying at all
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, **and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 2°for which 1 am an ambassador in chains, that |
may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand.
COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HoLy GOsSPEL Mark 7:14-23
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
P’ Al } | | } [ | |
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.



14And [Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and

understand: *There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things
that come out of a person are what defile him.” *’And when he had entered the house and left the
people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 8And he said to them, “Then are you also without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, °since
it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 2°And he
said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 2*For from within, out of the heart of man, come
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 2coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality,
envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 22All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,

Sit.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

LSB 159

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead.



HYMN OF THE DAY

By Grace I'm Saved LSB 566
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1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My soul, be-lieve and
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our worksand con - duct
3 By grace God’s Son, our on - ly Sav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith is cer-tain; As long as God is
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doubt it  not. Why stag - ger at this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our sin. Was it be - cause of your own mer - it
true, it stands. What saints have penned by in - spi - ra - tion,
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Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No! Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth; His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to win? No, it was grace, and
What in His Word our God com-mands, Our faith in what our
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true re - main: By grace you too  will life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by grace a - lone.
grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav’n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;

In tribulation’s furnace tried,

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,

The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;

Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON
The Sin Within — Mark 7:14-23
Stand.
OFFERTORY
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.

My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since | am saved by grace alone.

LSB 159
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
OFFERING PRAYER
Sit.
OFFERING
Stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT from the Lutheran Service Book, page 160
PREFACE LSB 160
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who,
having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake
He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will
and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:
SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *}+ blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay
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Tri - une God, be Thou our stay; O let us per-ish nev - er!
1 God the Fa - ther be our stay; O let us per-ish nev - er!
2 Je - sus Christ, be Thou our stay; O  let us per-ish nev - er!
3 Ho - ly Spir - it, be our stay; O let us per-ish nev - er!
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Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, And grant us life for-ev - er
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, And grant us life for-ev - er
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, And grant us life for-ev - er
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, And grant us life for-ev - er
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Keep us from the e - vil one; Up-hold our faith most ho - ly,
Keep us from the e - vil one; Up-hold our faith most ho - ly,
Keep us from the e - vil one; Up-hold our faith most ho - ly,
Keep us from the e - vil one; Up-hold our faith most ho - ly,
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And let us trust Thee sole - ly With hum-ble hearts and low - ly.
And let us trust Thee sole - ly With hum-ble hearts and low - ly.
And let us trust Thee sole - ly With hum-ble hearts and low - ly.
And let us trust Thee sole - ly With hum-ble hearts and low - ly.
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Let us put God’s ar-mor on, With all true Chris - tians run - ning
Let us put God’s ar-mor on, With all true Chris - tians run - ning
Let us put God’s ar-mor on, With all true Chris - tians run - ning
Let us put God’s ar-mor on, With all true Chris - tians run - ning
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Our heav’'n-1ly race and shun-ning The dev-il’s wiles andcun - ning.
Our heav’'n-ly race and shun-ning The dev-il’s wiles andcun - ning.
Our heav’n-1ly race and shun-ning The dev-il’s wiles andcun - ning.
Our heav’'n-ly race and shun-ning The dev-il’s wiles andcun - ning.
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A -men, a-men! This be done; So sing we, “Al-le - Iu - ial”
A -men, a-men! This be done; So sing we, “Al-le - Iu - ial”
A -men, a-men! This be done; So sing we, “Al-le - lu - ial”
A -men, a-men! This be done; So sing we, “Al-le - lu - ial”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546, based on 15th-cent. German litany; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 505



| Walk in Danger All the Way LSB 716
) . . .
o T e e e | ] " F e * F
oy = e ——H —
11 walk in dan-ger all the way. The thought shall nev - er
21 pass through tri - als all the way, With sin and ills con -
3 And death pur - sues me all the way, No - where [ rest se -
41 walk with an - gels all the way, They shield me and be -
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leave  me That Sa - tan, who has marked his prey, Is
tend - ing; In pa - tience I must bear each day The
cure - ly; He comes by night, he comes by day, He
friend me; All Sa - tan’s pow’r s held at bay When
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plot - ting to de - ceive  me. This foe with hid - den snares
cross of God’s own send - ing. When in ad - ver - si - ty
takes his prey most sure - ly. A fail - ing breath, and I
heav’'n-ly hosts at - tend me; They are my sure de - fense,
o) .
~ . ~ I | . . I i
G
May seize me un - a - wares If I  should fail to
I know not where to flee, When storms of woe my
In death’s strong grasp may lie To face e - ter - ni -
All fear and sor - row, hence! Un - harmed by foes, do
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watch and pray. I walk  in dan - ger all the way.
soul dis - may, I pass through tri - als all the way.
ty to - day As death pur - sues me all the way.
what they may, I walk with an - gels all the way.

5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 6 My walk is heav’nward all the way;
His guidance never fails me; Await, my soul, the morrow,
Within His wounds | find a stay When God’s good healing shall allay
When Satan’s pow’r assails me; All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow.
And by His footsteps led, Then, worldly pomp, begone!
My path | safely tread. To heav’n I now press on.
No evil leads my soul astray; For all the world I would not stay;
| walk with Jesus all the way. My walk is heav’nward all the way.
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863-1938,
alt. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A.
Freylinghausen. Text and tune: Public domain
Wide Open Stand the Gates LSB 639
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1 Wide o - pen stand the gates a - dorned with pearl, While
2 He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless: “This
3 The cher - u - bim, their fac - es veiled from light, While
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round God’s gold - en  throne The choirs of saints in
1s My flesh and blood!” He bids us eat and
saints  in won - der kneel, Sing praise to Him whose
e
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end - less cir - cles curl, And joy - ous praise the Son!
drink with thank - ful - ness This gift  of ho - ly food.
face with glo - ry bright No earth - ly masks con - ceal.
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They watch Him now  de - scend - ing To vis - it  wait-ing earth.
All hu - man thought must fal - ter— Our God stoops low to heal,
This sac - ra - ment God gives us Binds us in u - ni-ty,
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The Lord of Life un-end - ing Brings dy -ing hope new birth!
Now pres-ent on the al - tar, For us both host and meal!

Joins earth with heav’n be - yond us, Time with e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808-72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007. Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663,

Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain

Lord of Our Life

Stand.
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1 Lord of our life and God of our sal-va - tion, Star of our
2 See round Your ark the hun-gry bil - lows curl - ing; See how Your
3 Lord, be our light when world-ly dark - ness veils wus; Lord, be our
4 Peace in our hearts, where sin - ful thoughts are rag - ing, Peace in Your
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night and hope of ev-'ry na - tion: Hear and re - ceive Your
foes  their ban-ners are un - furl - ing And with great spite their
shield when earth-1ly ar-mor fails wus; And in the day when
Church, our trou-bled souls as - suag - ing, Peace when the world its
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Church’s sup - pli - ca - tion, Lord God Al - might - .
fi - ery darts are hurl - ing, O Lord, pre - serve us.
hell it - self as - sails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord:
end-less war 1is wag - ing, Peace in Your heav - en.

Erfurt.

LSB 659

Text: Matthdus Apelles von Léwenstern, 1594-1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799-1855, alt.. Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers. Text and tune: Public

domain

PosT-CoMMUNION CANTICLE
Thhank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT
(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have
reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News
of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656
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1 A might - vy for - tress 1is our God,
2 With  might of  ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - ils all the world should fill,
4 The Word they  still shall let re - main
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A trust - y shield and weap - on;
Soon were our loss ef - fect - ed;
All ea - ger to de - vour us,
" Nor an - y thanks have for it;
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He  helps us free from ev - Ty need
But for us fights the wval - iant One,
We trem - ble not, we fear no il;
He’s by our side up - on the plain
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That hath us now o’er - tak - en.
Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.
They shall not O - Ver - powr us.
" With His  good gifts and Spir - it.
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The old e - vil foe Now  means
Ask ye, Who is  this? Je - sus
This  world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
And take they our life, Goods, fame,
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dead - ly woe; Deep guile and great  might
Christ it 18, Of Sab - a - oth Lord,
as he will, He can harm us none.
child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
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Are his dread arms in fight; On earth
And there’s none oth - er God; He holds
He’s judged; the deed is done; One lit -
Our vic - try has been won; The King -
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is not his e - qual.
the field for - ev - er.
tle word can fell him.
dom ours re - main eth.

Text: tr. Composite. Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546. Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
g "7 e 4 Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the
name of the crucified and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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* FORWORSHIPRING WITH USZ Blessings to you as you worship with us today.
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m Congregation: for our Confirmation students, as they begin their studies

T Onr in God’s Word may they ever remain diligent and steadfast in their faith,
and learn by heart the Words God has given them; for Blake Powers,
dl by h he Words God has gi hem; for Blake P
Q?]f /\Cy \/\\/'\/// Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee

/\/ Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, James Schoenemann, Roger
& Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; for Brenham Pregnancy Center
and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and individuals cared for by Child Protective
Services

World: for all those suffering in the war in Israel, may God watch over and protect His children, and by
His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for
those who have been led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find
the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make
godly decisions for their people and countries

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Week’s Schedule
September 1 — September 8
Today: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM Sunday School, Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Harlee Duckett
Greeter: Becky Lueckemeyer
Ushers: Doyle Dahmann ~ Michael Dieterich
Landon Duckett ~ Tyler Gandy
11:30 AM Youth League Meeting & Bible Study
Tuesday: 7:00 PM LWML Social
7:30 PM LWML Meeting
Wednesday: 4:30 PM Confirmation
Thursday: 6:00 PM Elders’ Meeting
6:30 PM Women'’s Bible Study
Saturday: 7:30 AM Men's Club Breakfast, Bible Study, & Meeting
Next Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I
Acolyte: Connor Gresham
Greeter: Nancey McClure
Ushers: Delwin Gaskamp  Greg Gaskamp
Kevin Goessler Ryan Gresham

Serving in September: Elder — Clinton Kettler / Trustee — Kevin Harrington

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

BRIV By > H L BLLBC

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Becky Lueckemeyer.



Men’s Club monthly breakfast is this Saturday, September 7, at 7:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. All men
of the congregation are invited to attend. Breakfast will be served, with fellowship and Bible study to
follow.

Men of the congregation, this is your opportunity to be involved in your congregation, bond as
brothers in Christ, and be fed, both in body and Spirit. So, mark your calendars and bring your
appetites! Please RSVP with the QR code or go to the Men’s Club page on the church website to sign up.
We need to know how much food to prepare.

Sunday School Teachers 2024-2025:

As the new school year starts, so does our new Sunday School year! oo Teache

The Board of Education has a sign-up sheet in the parish hall for Teachers W ,
for the September 2024 to August 2025 school year. Teach for the full year A
or team teach. We still need a High School Bible Class teacher.
Thank you!

NEEDED

3umf¢£v Schoo Gorner

In our Fall unit, we begin a deeper study of the Old Testament. This unit begins with the creation of man
and woman and leads to the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt. Today in Sunday School, the
kids studied the lesson “Handmade” as they studied the creation of Adam and Eve. God creates man in
His own image with His own hands and breathes in him His own breath. Formed from the dust of the
ground, Adam needs more than just animal companionship. So our heavenly Father makes the perfect
complement to man, creating woman from Adam’s rib, and places them in the garden. To reinforce this
lesson for your kids, as a family, discuss, “How was God’s creation of Adam and Eve different from His
creation of everything else? Why does that matter? What does it mean that God wants humans to “have
dominion” over creation? How are we to care for creation? What does that look like?”’And don't miss out
on next week’s exciting lesson as we continue our Fall quarter lessons with “A Sign and a Promise —
God’s Covenant with Abram.” Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class.
See you next week!

W;W ;quft 3umfbv 30/:‘00/ Lessen

"% Genesis lays the foundation for all the events and doctrines of Holy
%~ Scripture. Studying its characters and events will prepare you for a much
ERE JOOR O broader understanding of God’s ways with humankind. Throughout
GENES I S Genesis, Moses emphasizes that these records apply not simply to Israel

but to all nations and families of the earth. See in the patriarchs’
. — el weaknesses, struggles, and joys a mirror of families today. The Lord,
through promise and faith, makes all the difference for the patriarchs, and He will likewise bless and lead
you. So join us as we begin our study of the book of Genesis. If you could not attend today, please join us
next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to
commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship
with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies.
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Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life

The Lord Jesus insists that visible qualities like age, appearance, and
ability do not subtract value from life or impart worth to it (Mark 7:18-
23). Rather, invisible sinfulness disqualifies us all from both bodily rights

and spiritual privileges. But invisible forgiveness—and God’s grace in creating, redeeming, and calling—
delivers sanctity to every member of our race. May this truth proceed forth from our hearts and out of our
lips! For more information, please visit https://lutheransforlife.org/.

Online Giving
You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),
or just scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem—August 25

SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Sunday School 12 $131.50

Youth Bible Class 3

Adult Bible Class 19

Sunday Worship Service | 123 General Fund: $3,564.00
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