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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 September 8, 2024 
 

Divine Service: Setting I 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

September Bible Verse 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,  

and all these things will be added to you.” 

Matthew 6:33-34 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
               

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 O Christ, Our True and Only Light LSB 839 

 

 

 
 Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Stand. 

 
 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

Blessèd be the LORD! 

 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your humble servants and grant 

that what they ask may be in accord with Your gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Sit. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:4–7a 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water.   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE James 2:1–10, 14–18 
1My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 

2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in 

shabby clothing also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, 

“You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at 

my feet,” 4have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich 

in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have 

dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into 

court? 7Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 

 8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by 

the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 

accountable for all of it. . . . 

 14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that 

faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16and one of you says 

to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 

good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your 

works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Stand. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.

 
 

24And from there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a 

house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25But immediately a woman whose 

little daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 
26Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out 

of her daughter. 27And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs 

under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your 

way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the 

demon gone. 

 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the 

region of the Decapolis. 32And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, 

and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put 

his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed 

and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue was 

released, and he spoke plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, 

the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has 

done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit. 
 

INSTALLATION HYMN Sunday School teachers come forward during Hymn 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend LSB 866 

 

 

 
 

5 That all of us, Your children dear, 

By Christ redeemed, may Christ revere; 

Lead us in joy that all we do 

Will witness to our love for You. 
 
 

6 Then guard and keep us to the end, 

Secure in You, our gracious friend, 

That in Your heav’nly family 

We sing Your praise eternally. 
Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–96. Tune: William Knapp, 
1698–1768. Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: 

Public domain 
 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS LSB Agenda, pg. 249 

 
 

Class Teachers 

Early Childhood (2 thru Pre-K) 

Lower Elementary (K—2nd grade) 

Upper Elementary (3rd—5th grade) 

 

Middle School (6th—8th grade) 

Samantha Medve, Amy Schroeder 

Collin Schroeder 

Lori Schramme, Addison Schramme,  

Tracy Searle, Emily Searle 

Vickie Ashorn, Jennifer Krieg 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY         

 Praise the Almighty LSB 797 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

All Things Well – Mark 7:24–37 
 

Stand. 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit. 
 



CLOSING HYMN  

 O Son of God, in Galilee LSB 841 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. D. Hoppe, 1889–1941, alt. Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the 

name of the crucified and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 

 

Congregation: for our Confirmation students, as they begin their studies 

in God’s Word, may they ever remain diligent and steadfast in their faith 

and learn by heart the Words God has given them; for Blake Powers, 

Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee 

Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, James Schoenemann, Roger 

& Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church 
 

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; for Brenham Pregnancy Center 

and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and individuals cared for by Child Protective 

Services 
 

World: for all those suffering in the war in Israel, may God watch over and protect His children, and by 

His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for 

those who have been led astray into false belief; for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find 

the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make 

godly decisions for their people and countries 

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

September 8 – September 15 

Today:  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Connor Gresham 

  Greeter:    Nancey McClure 

 Ushers: Delwin Gaskamp Greg Gaskamp 

  Kevin Goessler Ryan Gresham 
 

Wednesday: 8:30 AM Sonshine 

 4:30 PM Confirmation 
 

Thursday: 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study 
 

Next Sunday:  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte:    Taylor Nowicki 

  Greeter:    Peggy McDonald 

 Ushers: Stanley Haferkamp Ben Holtkamp 

  Craig Kankel Caleb Kettler 

 11:30 AM Shekel Store 

  

Serving in September:   Elder – Clinton Kettler / Trustee – Kevin Harrington 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.  

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Nancey McClure. 

 

 

New Sisters in Christ Bible Study begins Monday, September 23 at 10:00 am 
 

Women of Bethlehem, we invite you to join us each month at Marilyn Klussmann’s 

home as we study God’s Word in 2 Corinthians with Kelly Minter’s book All Things 

New. We’ll read and rest in what our Lord tells us and discuss how His Word directs 

and instructs us in our daily walk with Him. We’ll rest in this truth from  

2 Corinthians 5:17—“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come.”  

Please contact Amy Schroeder if you have any questions: (979) 255-4206. 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Witness Subscription 

If you are a member and would like to receive The Lutheran Witness 

beginning in January 2025, contact the church office by October 17 at 

office@bethlehemwmpenn.org or (979) 836-7303. 

 

 

 

mailto:office@bethlehemwmpenn.org


Sunday School Corner 
In our Fall unit, we begin a deeper study of the Old Testament. This unit begins with the creation of man 

and woman and leads to the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt. Today in Sunday School, the 

kids studied the lesson “A Sign and a Promise – God’s Covenant with Abram.” God reassures Abram of 

His promise to bless the earth through Abram’s offspring. God changes his name from Abram (“exalted 

father”) to Abraham (“father of many nations”) and institutes circumcision as the sign of His continued 

covenant with Abraham. To reinforce this lesson for your kids, as a family, discuss, “In the Old 

Testament, God often speaks directly to His people. How does God speak to us today? God promised that 

Abraham’s future would include having heirs that would become a great nation. What is the future that 

God promises us? People often break their promises. How can we be so confident that God will keep His 

promises?”And don't miss out on next week’s exciting lesson as we continue our Fall quarter lessons 

with “A Laughable Promise – Isaac is Born.” Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday 

School class. See you next week! 
 

New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Genesis lays the foundation for all the events and doctrines of Holy 

Scripture. Studying its characters and events will prepare you for a much 

broader understanding of God’s ways with humankind. Throughout 

Genesis, Moses emphasizes that these records apply not simply to Israel 

but to all nations and families of the earth. See in the patriarchs’ 

weaknesses, struggles, and joys a mirror of families today. The Lord, 

through promise and faith, makes all the difference for the patriarchs, and He will likewise bless and lead 

you. So join us as we begin our study of the book of Genesis. If you could not attend today, please join us 

next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to 

commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship 

with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. 

 

 

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life 

Almighty God makes the Prophet Isaiah solemnly proclaim, “Behold, 

your God will come … He will come and save” (Isaiah 35:4). Jesus 

demonstrates its fulfillment when He does not cast aside but cares for the 

burdened body of a neighbor with impairments (Mark 7:32-35). So why should we hold our tongues any 

longer when we could be dispensing the same hope to those facing surprise pregnancy or terminal 

diagnosis? For more information, please visit https://lutheransforlife.org/. 

 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the  

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),  

or just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem—September 1 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Class 

14 

31 

$69.75 

 

Sunday Worship Service 127 General Fund: $8,167.00 

Nancy Brockmeyer/Walther Brockmeyer/Schwartz 

Memorial: $9,000.00 
 
 

https://lutheransforlife.org/

