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Reformation Sunday 
 

 October 27, 2024 
 

Divine Service: Setting I 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

October Bible Verse 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us  

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1 John 4:10 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
               

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

BLESSING ON THE INSTALLATION  

OF THE NEW ETERNAL CANDLE   LSB Agenda, pg. 307 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, Moses was commanded by the Lord to receive gifts from the people for 

the beautification of the sanctuary. Everyone whose heart stirred and whose spirit was moved 

brought a contribution to the Lord to be used in the Lord’s house in all its services. 
 

Since the Lord has taught us in His holy Word that everything is sanctified by the Word of 

God and prayer, it is fitting that we bless and sanctify this Eternal Candle for use in God’s 

holy house. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You have directed us to bring offerings for Your glory. We implore You to bless this 

Eternal Candle. Grant that it may reflect our love for You, benefit Your Church, and bring joy 

to those who use it; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this Eternal Candle and 

those who use it. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Composite. Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand. 

 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 

 and shall not be put to shame. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

 let the humble hear and be glad. 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 

 none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 

 and shall not be put to shame. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 



 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend 

us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit. 
 

FIRST READING Revelation 14:6–7 
 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 

who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, 

“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made 

heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

EPISTLE Romans 3:19–28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the 

law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at 

the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand. 
 

  



COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.

 
 

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, 

you will be free indeed.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit. 
 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY         

Salvation unto Us Has Come LSB 555 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed  

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 
 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 
 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 



    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 
 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 
 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 
 

D10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

Free or Slave? – John 8:31–36 
 

Stand. 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit. 
 

OFFERING 

 

RECEPTION HYMN 

 O God of Light LSB 836 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883–1954, alt. Tune: H. Barrie Cabena, 1933. Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 11000501 
 

 

 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS  

BY TRANSFER OR PROFESSION OF FAITH LSB Agenda, pg. 32 
Name Date Received 

Moriah Foster 

Stephanie Dahman 

Brian & Leslie Crabb 

Haleigh, Tucker, Whitley, and Tate Crabb 

October 23, 2024 

  

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses Me 

before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me 

before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, 



therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name 

of the Lord. 
 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that 

God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in 

the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the 

doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small 

Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain 

true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even 

death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers 

and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
 

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are members of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s Supper and 

participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in 

the name of the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these 

Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling 

them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that 

by Your Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of 

this congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good fight of 

faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite concludes with the 

following blessing: 
 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

The new members return to their places. 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

        as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

Sit. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  

We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God LSB 941 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: 

Public domain 
 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the 

name of the crucified and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 

 

Congregation: for strength and healing for Willie Kankel; for Milton 

Schwartz, Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in 

members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, James 

Schoenemann, Roger & Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to 

come to church 
 

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; for Brenham Pregnancy Center 

and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and individuals cared for by Child Protective 

Services 
 

World: for the upcoming election, may we chose godly men and women to lead our local communities, 

our state, and our nation; for all those suffering from the aftermath of the recent hurricanes, may they find 

comfort, peace, and healing in their Savior Jesus Christ; for all those suffering in the war in Israel, may 

God watch over and protect His children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as 

their Savior and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; for 

those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for their unborn child; for 

the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly decisions for their people and countries 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

October 27 – November 3 

Today: Reformation Sunday 

  8:00 AM   Outdoor Amphitheater Worship Service 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I 

   Acolyte:    Harlee Duckett 

  Greeter:    Shirley Ashorn 

 Ushers: Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle 

  Chris Smitherman Rallin Wellmann 

 11:30 AM  Reformation Sunday Lunch & Celebration 



 

Monday: 11:00 AM Sisters in Christ Bible Study 
 

Wednesday: 4:30 PM Confirmation 
 

Thursday: Reformation Day 

 6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study 
 

Saturday: 7:30 AM Men’s Club Breakfast, Bible Study, & Meeting 
 

Next Sunday:  All Saints’ Sunday 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte:    Taylor Nowicki 

  Greeter:    Vickie Ashorn 

 Ushers: Billy Ashorn  Blane Ashorn 

  Brian Ashorn  Jason Ashorn 

 11:30 AM  Youth League Meeting & Bible Study 

    

Serving in October:   Elder – Brad Molitor / Trustee – Robert Kettler 

Serving in November:   Elder – Charles Meyer / Trustee – Doyle Dahmann 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.  

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by by Shirley Ashorn. 

 

Reformation Sunday Celebration—TODAY after church 

 
Please join us for a Reformation Sunday Celebration today after church.  

We will enjoy lunch and Reformation festivities.  

Join us as we give thanks to God for keeping us faithful to Him and His Word! 

 

 

 

Sisters in Christ Bible Study this Monday, October 28 at 11:00 am 
 

Women of Bethlehem, you are invited to join us each month at Marilyn Klussmann’s 

home as we study God’s Word in 2 Corinthians with Kelly Minter’s book  

All Things New. We’ll read God’s Word, eat lunch, and discuss how  

His Word directs and instructs us in our daily walk with Him.  

Please contact Amy Schroeder if you have any questions: (979) 255-4206. 

 

 

 

 



Men’s Club monthly breakfast is this Saturday, November 2, at 7:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. All men 

of the congregation are invited. Breakfast will be served, with fellowship and Bible study to follow.  

   
 

Men of the congregation, this is your opportunity to be involved in your congregation, bond as 

brothers in Christ, and be fed, both in body and Spirit.  So, mark your calendars and bring your 

appetites! Please RSVP with the QR code or go to the Men’s Club page on the church website to sign up. 

We need to know how much food to prepare. 

 

Bethlehem Prayer Vigil: Seeking God's Guidance for Our Nation 
Are you worried about the coming election? 

Wish there were something you could do? 

 
Join us in the Bethlehem Prayer Vigil! From the beginning of October until the election, we invite you to 

come and pray for our country daily in the sanctuary. Let's unite in prayer and seek God's wisdom and 

protection during this crucial time. 
 

How It Works: 

• Dates: October 1st - Election Day 

• Location: Church Sanctuary 

• Goal: At least one congregation member praying each day 
 

Sign-Up: To ensure each day is covered, please sign up on the form in the parish hall or use the QR code 

above for the day and time you wish to come and pray. Others may join you during your chosen time if 

they would like. A booklet will be available in the narthex to help guide you if you so desire. 

 

 

 

Sunday School Corner 
In our Fall unit, we begin a deeper study of the Old Testament. This unit begins with the creation of man 

and woman and leads to the exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt. Today in Sunday School, the 

kids studied the lesson “A Family Reunites – God Helps Joseph Forgive..” Joseph’s siblings journey to 

Egypt hoping to find food for their family. Failing to recognize Joseph, the brothers head home with 

sustenance and supplies. Heeding Joseph’s early warning, the brothers bring Benjamin when returning to 

Egypt for food. After testing and trying his brothers, Joseph finally reveals himself to his astonished 

siblings. Joseph relocates all of Jacob’s family to Egypt, promising to care for them. To reinforce this 

lesson for your kids, as a family, discuss, “Did Joseph’s brothers deserve to be forgiven? Do we deserve 

to be forgiven? The Lord’s Prayer says, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive others.” What happens 

when we withhold forgiveness? Who helps us forgive?” And don't miss out on next week’s exciting 

lesson as we continue our Fall quarter lessons with “A Basket of Hope – Moses is Born.” Also, parents, 

you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 
 



New Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Genesis lays the foundation for all the events and doctrines of Holy 

Scripture. Studying its characters and events will prepare you for a 

much broader understanding of God’s ways with humankind. 

Throughout Genesis, Moses emphasizes that these records apply not 

simply to Israel but to all nations and families of the earth. See in the 

patriarchs’ weaknesses, struggles, and joys a mirror of families today. 

The Lord, through promise and faith, makes all the difference for the 

patriarchs, and He will likewise bless and lead you. So join us as we begin our study of the book of 

Genesis. If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour 

before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful 

understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we 

continue our studies. 

 

 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the  

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),  

or just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem—October 20 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

Sunday School 

Adult Bible Class 

12 

30 

$166.00 

 

Sunday Worship Service 108 General Fund: $2,700.00 

Hurricane Relief: $100.00 

Lutheran Witness: $25.00 

Church Directory: $20.00 
 

 
 


