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Church .

Second Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2026 — 10:15 AM

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166
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Representing God's Love

Pre-Service Music To our Congregation,
. Community, and the World
March Bible Verse

He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to

righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.
1 Peter 2:24

QOur Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason,
we ask that those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a
congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the
service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a
judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning
God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the
pastor following the service.

Ringing of the Church Bell

OPENING HYMN
Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915
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To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
To - day our Fa-ther calls us; His Ho -1ly Spir - it waits;
O

1
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3
4 all - em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres- pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for- got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we  oft have wan - dered, It 1s our Fa - ther’s home.

We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.

Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Stand

INVOCATION LSB 151
[P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.



[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon v.8

He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

KYRIE LSB 152

[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,  have mer - cy.



[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let

us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P) The Lord be with you.
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(P)

And al - so with you.

Let us pray.

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty

Sit

power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1-9
'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. ?And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
3] will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”



*So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and
the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, *Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the
land. "Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give
this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and A1 on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and
called upon the name of the LORD. ’And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the
Negeb.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,

the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame,

and 1s seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

EPISTLE Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to
the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. *For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and
it was counted to him as righteousness.” *Now to the one who works, his wages are
not counted as a gift but as his due. >And to the one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, %ust as David
also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from
works:

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
Sblessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

BFor the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “For if
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. I°For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.



6That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 7as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE FOR LENT LSB 157
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
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mer - ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
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HoLY GOSPEL John 3:1-17

@nThe Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

)
Glo - ry to You, O Lord.




"Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be
born when he is 0ld? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?” SJesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that I said to you,
“You must be born again.” ¥The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.”

’Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '°Jesus answered him,
“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? ''Truly,
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. I T have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? *No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '*And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, °that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. ’For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

@nThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




NICENE CREED LSB 158

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart LSB 708
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1 Lord, Thee 1 love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from
2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich boun-ty gave My bod - y, soul, and
" 3 Lord, let at last Thine an - gels come, To A -br’ham’s bos - om
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me de - part, With ten - der mer - cy cheer me. Earth
all I have In this poor life of la - bor. Lord,
bear me home, That I may die wun - fear - ing; And
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has no plea-sure I would share. Yea, heav’n it - self were
grant that [ in ev - 'ty place May glo - 11 - fy Thy
in its nar - row cham -ber keep My bod - y safe in
f) |
[/ | I } I I ]
& e i e e P ite o F
Q) | ' | | | !
void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. And should my
lav - ish grace And help and serve my neigh - bor. Let no false
peace-ful sleep Un - til Thy re - ap-pear - ing. And then from
f)_| . . .
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heart for sor - row break, My trust in Thee can noth-ing shake.
doc - trine  me be-guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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Thou  art the por - tion I have sought; Thy pre - cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me To bear my
O Son of God, Thy glo - rious face, My Sav - ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
" and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at -
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.

Text and tune: Public domain



SERMON

Where the Dead Begin to Live

John 3:1-17
Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
OFFERING PRAYER
Sit
OFFERING
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 160
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have
given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of
Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTI;)S LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:

e

f) \ e L -
g’ b P A 1 |
N - < »

Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161
[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood

on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died LSB 429
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1 We sing the praise of Him who died, Of Him who
2 In - scribed up - on the Cross we  see In shin - ing
3 The cross! It takes our guilt a - way; It holds the
4 1t makes the cow - ard spir - it brave @ And nerves the
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died up - on the cross. The sin - ner’s hope let
let - ters, “God 1s love” He bears sins up -
faint - ing spir - it up; It cheers with hope the
fee - ble arm for fight; It takes ter - ror
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all de - ride;  For this we count the world but loss.
on the tree; He  brings us mer - cy from a - bove.
gloom-y day And sweet-ens ev -ty bit - ter cup.
from the grave And gilds the bed of death with  light;

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe,

The measure and the pledge of love,
The sinner’s refuge here below,
The angels’ theme in heav’n above.

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace

By bitter grief and anguish sore,

Be praise from all the ransomed race

Forever and forevermore.
Text (sts. 1-5): Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855; (st. 6): Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861. Tune: attr. Daniel Read, 1757—-1836. Text and tune: Public

domain



God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav. - ing  grace 1S nigh; His Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on  this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de -clares How we in  Christ
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A\ 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

are heav - en’s heirs.
the high - est good.

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93 Text and tune: Public

domain



Yogtr Table I Approach LSB 628
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Your ta - ble I ap - proach;

Lord, I con-fess my sins

Search not how this takes place,

Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
Once slain and shed for me,
This won-drous mys - ter - y;

1
2
3 Your bod -y and Your blood,
4
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Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - 1 - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

A con-trite heart is sure to

5 O grant, most blesséd Lord, 6 Oh, may I never fail .
That earth and hell combined To thank You day and night
May not about this sacrament For Your true body and true blood,
Raise doubt within my mind. O God, my peace and light.
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633—-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828—
1915, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed.
Louis Bourgeois. Text and tune: Public domain
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623
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Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray That we may
Give us, who share this won-drous food, @ Your bod - vy
made us  bold To seize the

1
2
3 By faith  Your Word has
4 One bread, one cup, one
5

bod - vy, we, Re - joic - ing

Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum -bly pray: @) keep us
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feast on You to - day;
bro - ken and Your blood,
gift of love re - told;
in our u - ni - ty,
stead - fast till that  day

Be - neath these forms of
The grate - ful  peace of
All that You are we
Pro - claim Your love un -

When each will be Your
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bread and wine En - rich

us

with Your grace di - vine.

sins for - giv’n, The cer - tain joys of heirs of heav’'n.

here re - ceive, And all we are to You we give.
til You <come To  bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.
wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.

Text and tune: Public domain



Stand
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon LSB 165
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166
[P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
My Faith Looks Up to Thee LSB 702
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream

9 ﬁu ! . I ! . I
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Sav - ior di-vine. Now hear me while I pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -1ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
_Xn ﬁ | > | N . |
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol -1y Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing  fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
W Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
(C A \)cre ve worship in the name of the crucified
! FOR WORSHIPPING WITH us W and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessings to you as you worship with us today.

A



Congregation: Recovery and healing for Sharon
y% 0%7’ g Schwartz; recovery for Sophia Holle (Ken and Andrea

Holle’s granddaughter) from a broken wrist; recovery

7/‘ /gy for Mildred Holle from RSV; healing for Terry and

Becky Lueckemeyer; healing for Lillian Hayden from

knee surgery; for Edith Erwin, healing; for Tom

Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; for

health and healing for Lathel Norris; for Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris

Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris,
Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church.

Community: for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the
children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and
knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather;
for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission;
families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services.

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries.

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,
‘75”{}’]”0' Bethlenem at Prayer is a means to encourage more
cack other.” |||\ intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for
us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household
by name before our gracious God. While members can
always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that
every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite
el | youto join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for
R e ~_our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.




Please remember these families in your prayers this week:
Berglund — Erik, Kristen

Boecker — Fred

Holtkamp — Ben

Huber — Keith

Nowicki — Dustin, Heidi, Hannah, Taylor, Dillon
Pazderny - Janice

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Week’s Schedule
March 1 - March 8
Today: Second Sunday in Lent
9:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
9:00 AM Youth League Meeting

10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion

Acolyte: Taylor Hinze

Greeter: Janice Pazderny

Ushers: Jason Ashorn Kaisen Ashorn
Melvin Ashorn  Eric Berglund

Monday:

6:00 PM New Members Class
Tuesday:

7:00 PM LWML Prayer Service
Wednesday:

Wﬁm 4:30 PM Confirmation Class 7%/8" Grades
Clasy



6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday:
6:00 PM

6:30 PM

Saturday:
BIBLE STUDY 7:30 AM

BREAKFAST

9:00 AM
10:15S AM
11:30 AM

Serving in March: Elder —

Next Sunday:

Midweek Lent Meal
Midweek Lent Worship Service: Compline

Acolyte: Kinsley Haferkamp
Ushers:  Brian Crabb Daryl Dahman
Glen Foster Delwin Gaskamp

Elder’s Meeting

Ladies’ Bible Study

Men’s Club Breakfast & Bible Study

Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion
Shekel Store

Acolyte: Taylor Nowicki

Greeter: Jennifer Krieg

Ushers: Kevin Goessler ~ Connor Gresham
Ryan Gresham  Stanley Haferkamp

Chris Smitherman / Trustee — Michael Schroeder

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

>R OV B YR LB LR

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Janice Pazderny.



Life with God—New Members Class

S ——— 1 continues tomorrow night, March 2"
Our adult information class covers the most important

o teachings of the Bible as they are believed, taught, and
CL AS S confessed here at Bethlehem. It is designed for anyone
considering membership, new members, and any
member of the congregation who would like a thorough
review of basic Biblical doctrine. Mark your calendar

and plan to join us every Monday night from 6:00 to
7:30 PM. Classes run weekly for 10-12 sessions.

Prayer Service

The ladies of Bethlehem LWML would like to invite the
ladies of the congregation to attend our prayer service on
Tuesday, March 3™ at 7:00 P M. Light refreshments will
follow the service.

\

MEN’S
BIBLE STUDY

 BREAKFAST

The Men’s Club will hold their monthly Breakfast and
Bible Study Meeting this Saturday at 7:30 AM.




Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars®.

Grant Funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice Dollar program can help support
projects at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Don’t let your

, Thrivent Financial designated Thrivent Choice Dollars expire!

for Lutherans:
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have

designated Thrivent Choice Dollars have until March
31, 2026 to direct any remaining 2025 Choice Dollars.

Go to Thrivent.com/Thrivent choice or call 800-847-
4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. If you
have questions, call an area associate (@ 979-836-0693.

March 1 (Lent 2) — Salvation comes only

through faith in Christ, who was “lifted up” on
LUTH E H A Ns the cross as the payment for the world’s sins
F 0 R L I F E (John 3:14-15). Not even Abraham our

forefather was saved by his works or inner
worth (Romans 4:2-3). In choosing to redeem
us by His own grace apart from our works, God shows us that our value is not found

in a person’s own qualities. Instead, every person is precious to God and worthy of
dignity because “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son” (John 3:16).

3umﬁ{;y dchoe] Gorner

In our Winter unit, we continue our study of the New
1am Testament, beginning with the account of Mary and
the way . °, .
the trigth Martha and continuing through Jesus appearing to
ang  Thomas. This morning, the kids studied the lesson
the life - “Betrayed and Arresterd — Jesus in Gethsemane.”
Knowing His final hours are drawing close, Jesus goes
with His disciples to Gethsemane. Taking Peter, James,
and John deeper into the garden, Jesus goes off alone three
times to pray. His prayer reflects His willingness to fulfill
the Father’s plan despite the suffering that lies ahead. The armed mob arrives to arrest
Jesus, whom Judas betrays with a kiss. Peter brashly tries to defend Jesus with a
sword but only manages to injure the high priest’s servant. Jesus allows Himself to
be taken by the armed mob to fulfill the Scripture. To reinforce this lesson with your

kids, as a family, discuss: How does Jesus’ prayer in the garden show that He is true




man? What details from this narrative show us that He is true God? Why does it
matter? What would you have done in the garden with Jesus? Because of our sinful
nature, we would likely all have fallen asleep too. When we don’t act like a friend,
what can we do? When we aren’t treated as a friend, how can we act like a friend, as
Jesus did? When is it hard to pray? Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the
adult Sunday School class. See you next week!

High School Losson

Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-
Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study,
students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers,
and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the darkest human
deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for all sin upon
Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig into God’s
Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” reveal our
need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ.

Lesson 11 — I Could Eat Your Up (2 Kings 6:24-31)

In this week’s lesson, our High School class studied the harrowing account of the
siege of Samaria in 2 Kings. Students wrestled with how fear, desperation, and the
consequences of sin led to unimaginable suffering among God’s people. Yet even in
this darkest moment, we saw that the Lord had not abandoned His promise of
deliverance. The account drove us to consider how human brokenness reaches its
deepest point apart from God’s mercy, and how Christ enters into our suffering world
to bring true rescue. In Him, we find not despair about tomorrow, but the sure hope
of God’s provision, redemption, and life.

c;quft 3uml'a}/ Schoo Lesson

E  ieho St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the
R OM AN S “chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly
lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are
justified by grace alone through faith alone on account
of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin
— and righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the
struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the freedom of the Gospel. Whether




you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is a wonderful time to dig into God’s
Word together and grow in our understanding of His mercy in Christ. Come and be
strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how the Gospel shapes our daily lives.
We look forward to studying this treasure of Scripture with you! If you could not
attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before
church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more
meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to
see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies.

=. Online Giving

+ L You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the

" “Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),
A* or just scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Feb. 22 | Sunday School 16 $99.93

Youth Bible Class | 2
Adult Bible Class | 24

Feb. 22 | Worship Service | 113 $2,830.44




2026 Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Schedule

DATE TIME SERVICE

Sunday, March 1 10:15AM | Second Sunday in Lent

Wednesday, March 4 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship

Sunday, March § 10:15 AM | Third Sunday in Lent

Wednesday, March 11 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship

Sunday, March 15 10:15 AM | Fourth Sunday in Lent

Wednesday, March 18 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship

Sunday, March 22 10:15 AM | Fifth Sunday in Lent

Wednesday, March 25 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship

Sunday, March 29 10:15 AM | Palm Sunday with Confirmation

Thursday, April 2 7:00 PM Holy (Maundy) Thursday

Friday, April 3 7:30 PM Good Friday Tenebrae

Sunday, April 5 7:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service (Amphitheater)
8:00 AM Easter Breakfast
9:00 AM Sunday School, Adult Bible Class
9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt

10:15 AM

Easter Celebration Service



