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Second Wednesday in Lent 
   

March 4, 2026 – 7:00 PM 
 

Compline: Prayer at the Close of the Day 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 253-259 
 

The congregation assembles in silence. 

DONE FOR US 

God’s character, His nature, is self-giving love. Everything Jesus does, He does 

“for us.” This phrase will be introduced this week in the series hymn. Pro nobis, or 

“for us,” appears again and again in the series hymn. Jesus is baptized, fasts, is 

tempted, overcomes temptation, and, in doing so, begins His work of undoing the 

power of the devil (Mark 1:9–13). It is especially worth noting that because Jesus 

suffered when tempted, He can “help those who are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18). 

He not only helps us in our weakness, but His love for us extends all the way into the 

grave. 
               

Stand LSB 253 

P The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

 
P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

 
P to herald Your love in the morning, 

 
 

T CONFESSION T 
 LSB 254 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 



Silence for self-examination. 
 

 

 

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 

some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 

Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 

forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C Amen. 
 

T PSALMODY T 
 

 Psalm 62:1-6 
 

 For God alone my soul waits in silence; from Him comes my salvation. 

 He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly 

shaken. 

 How long will all of you attack a man to batter him, like a leaning wall, a 

tottering fence? 

 They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. 

They take pleasure in falsehood. 

 They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. 

 For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from Him. 

 He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Sit 
 

OFFICE HYMN 

Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420 

 

 



 

 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. 

Louis. Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt. Text and tune: Public domain 



T PASSION READING II: GETHSEMANE T 
 

Portions selected from Matthew 26:15-27:66, Mark 14:12-15:47, Luke 22:7-23:56, 

and John 13:1-19:42, arranged chronologically to tell the story of the arrest, trials, 

suffering, crucifixion, death, and burial of our Lord Jesus. 
 

 

Events occur on Thursday and Friday, 13-14 Nissan (April 2-3), 33AD,  

in and around Jerusalem 
 

 

     When they had sung a hymn, he went out, as was his custom, to the Mount of 

Olives, and the disciples followed him. Then Jesus said to them, “You will all be 

offended because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 

the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am risen again, I will go before 

you into Galilee.”  

     Peter answered and said to him, “Even if all the others deny you, I will never 

deny you.” 

     Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you this night, before the cock crows twice, 

you will deny me three times.” 

     But Peter said more vehemently, “If I have to die with you, I will never deny 

you.” And all the others said likewise. 

     They went over the brook Kidron and came to a place which was called 

Gethsemane. There was a garden there, and he went into it with his disciples. Judas, 

who betrayed him, knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. And 

when he was at the place, he said to them, “Sit down here, while I go on ahead and 

pray. Pray that you do not enter into temptation.” 

     He took with him Peter and James and John and began to be full of sorrow and 

turmoil. Then he said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. 

Wait here, and watch with me.” He went on a little from them, about a stone’s throw. 

He fell on his face and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 

him. He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup from me; 

nevertheless, not what I will, but what you will.” 

     An angel appeared to him from heaven, strengthening him; and he prayed, 

saying, “O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not 

as I will, but as you will.” In agony, he prayed more earnestly, “Father, if you are 

willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will, but yours be done.” 

His sweat fell on the ground like great drops of blood. 

     When he got up from prayer, he came to his disciples and found them sleeping. 

He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch with me one hour? 

Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 



     He went away again the second time and prayed, saying, “O my Father, if this 

cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, your will be done.” When he 

returned, he found them asleep again; for their eyes were heavy, and they did not 

know what to answer him. He left them, and went away again, and prayed the third 

time, saying the same words. 

    Then he came to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking 

your rest? It is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of Man is betrayed into 

the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. Look, the one who betrays me is here.” 

     Even while he was saying this, Judas, one of the Twelve, came with a detachment 

and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees. They came to the place with 

lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would 

come upon him, went out to them and said, “Whom do you seek?” 

     They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

     Jesus said to them, “I am he.” 

     Judas, who betrayed him, had taken his stand with them. When Jesus said to 

them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, 

“Whom do you seek?” 

     They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

   Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If I am the one you seek, then let these 

others go.” This was to fulfill the word he had spoken, “Of those you gave me I 

have lost none.” 

  Now he that was betraying Jesus had given them a sign, saying, “The one whom 

I shall kiss, that is he; seize him and be sure to take him away securely.” He went 

straight up to Jesus and said, “Hail, Master,” and kissed him. 

     Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come? Judas, do you betray the Son of 

Man with a kiss?” 

     They came then and laid their hands on Jesus and took him. When those who 

were about him saw what would happen, they said to him, “Lord, shall we strike 

with the sword?” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 

priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. 

     Jesus answered, “No more of that.” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then 

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath. All they that take the sword shall 

perish with the sword. Do you imagine that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he 

will send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the Scriptures 

be fulfilled that it must be so? The cup which my Father has given me, shall I not 

drink of it?” 

     Then Jesus said to the chief priests, and the captains of the temple, and the elders 

who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a thief, with swords 

and clubs to take me? When I was with you day after day teaching in the temple, 



you did not lay your hands on me; but this is your hour and the hour of the power 

of darkness. All this has happened that the Scriptures of the prophets might be 

fulfilled.” Then all the disciples forsook him and fled. 

     There was a certain young man who followed along. He had only a linen cloth 

about his naked body. They laid hold on him, but he slipped out of the linen cloth 

and fled away naked. 

     Then the detachment and its captain and the officers of the Jews seized Jesus, 

and bound him, and led him away to Annas first; for he was the father-in-law of 

Caiaphas, who was the high priest that year. Now Caiaphas was the one who gave 

counsel to the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the 

people. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

O Love, How Deep LSB 544 sts. 1–3 

    

    

    

    
   Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. Tune: English, 15th cent. Text: Public domain 

  
T SERMON T 

 

For Us: The God Who Gives Himself 

Mark 1:9-13 
 



A reading from the first chapter of Mark. 
 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. 10And when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the 

heavens opening and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove. 11And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” 
 

 12The Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wilderness. 13And He was in 

the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And He was with the wild 

animals, and the angels were ministering to Him. 
 

Stand 

T PRAYER T 
LSB 256 

P Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

 
P Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

 
P In righteousness I shall see You; 

 
P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so 

that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest 

in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows 

lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of 

life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe 

lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 



C Amen. 

P Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; 

let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your 

blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the 

darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these 

hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. 

Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage 

in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of 

others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide 

with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at 

the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace 

and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and 

blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes 

upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide 

with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  LSB 257 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

BENEDICTION  LSB 259 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless you and keep you. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN              

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Bells & Silent Prayer 
Please remain seated while the acolyte extinguishes the altar candles. 

The offering and attendance cards will be gathered at the door. 



 

2026 Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Schedule 
 

 
DATE TIME SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 4 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship 

Sunday, March 8 10:15 AM Third Sunday in Lent 

Wednesday, March 11 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship 

Sunday, March 15 10:15 AM Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Wednesday, March 18 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship 

Sunday, March 22 10:15 AM Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Wednesday, March 25 7:00 PM Wednesday Lent Worship 

Sunday, March 29 10:15 AM Palm Sunday with Confirmation 

Thursday, April 2 7:00 PM Holy (Maundy) Thursday 

Friday, April 3 7:30 PM Good Friday Tenebrae 

Sunday, April 5 7:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service (Amphitheater) 

 8:00 AM Easter Breakfast  

 9:00 AM Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 

 9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt 

 10:15 AM Easter Celebration Service 

 


