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The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Day)   
   

April 5, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 
 

Pre-Service Music 

 

April Bible Verse 
 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

John 17:17 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains 

the historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood 

are truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a 

sign of our unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. 

For that reason, we ask that those visitors desiring to commune be members in good 

standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before 

the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of 

another confession is not a judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold 

to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such 

individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Stand and turn to face the T Cross for the Processional Hymn. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia LSB 463 

 



 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

 

 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17-18; antiphon: v. 1b 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my song, 

 and he has become my salvation. 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 

 your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 

You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 

 you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 

 the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, 

the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 

 The LORD will reign forever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 This Is the Feast LSB 155 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
 



P Let us pray. 
 

C Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to 

us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 

Sit 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:1-6  
 

 

1“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and 

they shall be my people.” 
2Thus says the LORD: 

“The people who survived the sword 

 found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

 O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines 

 and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
5Again you shall plant vineyards 

 on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant 

 and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 

 in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

 to the LORD our God.’” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



GRADUAL adapt. From Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4 
 

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory. 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty eighth chapter. 

 
 

 

 
1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great 

earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 

white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 

who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 



and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have 

told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran 

to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 

came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 

me.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

NICENE CREED LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bonds LSB 458 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 Here our true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursèd tree— 

    So strong His love—to save us. 

See, His blood now marks our door; 

Faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

    And Satan cannot harm us. 

        Alleluia! 

6 So let us keep the festival 

    To which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is Himself the joy of all, 

    The sun that warms and lights us. 

Now His grace to us imparts 

Eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

    The night of sin is ended. 

        Alleluia! 

7  Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    On Christ, the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away 

    The old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed; 

He is our meat and drink indeed; 

    Faith lives upon no other! 

        Alleluia! 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. Tune: 

Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter Text 

and tune: Public domain

SERMON 

The End of Separation   

Romans 8:38-39  

Stand 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

Marriage Banns 

  P On April 25th, Henry Kettler and Allison Hand desire to enter the holy estate 

of matrimony according to the Lord’s Word. They desire our prayers so that 

they may begin their marriage in God’s name and with His blessing. If you 

can show just cause why these two persons should not be joined together in 

holy matrimony, you are to declare it before the wedding. May God grant 

them His blessing. 

  P Let us pray. 

    Heavenly Father, You established matrimony and desire that we keep it holy. 

Behold with Your favor Henry Kettler and Allison Hand, who intend to have 

their union blessed by Your Word. Grant them Your grace so that they may 

begin their wedded life in You, live according to Your Word, and rejoice in 

Your strong love and enduring blessing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  C Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
PREFACE  LSB 160 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 
 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have 

given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of 

Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  
 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 I Know That My Redeemer Lives LSB 461 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793. Text and tune: Public domain

 

  



 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You 

lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall,  

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 
 

  7  Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

 This alone can sin destroy; 

 From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

 Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 
 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

      Savior, by whose death we live, 

      Spirit, guide through all our days: 

      Three in One, Your name we praise. 

          Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. Tune: 

Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice. Text and tune: Public domain

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free LSB 473 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen LSB 474 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009. Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87. Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005013. Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

Stand 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  
 
 

Remain standing and face the T Cross for the Recessional Hymn. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds LSB 465 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

 



 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

where we worship in the name of the crucified 

and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 

 
 

Easter Lilies 2026 
Eric and Kristi Berglund and Family 

In honor of Resurrection Sunday  
 

Fred Boecker 

In honor of Jesus Christ Our Savior 

 

Kevin Harrington  

In Honor of Jesus Christ Our Savior 
 

Tom and Lillian Hayden 

In Honor of my LWML Secret Prayer Sisters 
 

David and Cathy Hodge  

In Honor of Giuliana, Norman and Winston Krieg 
 

Clinton and Diane Kettler and Family 

In Honor of our Risen Lord, Our Savior Jesus Christ 
 

Chris and Caren Landeck   

In Honor of Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Charles Meyer 

In Honor of C.F. and Ada Louise Meyer 
     

    Thelma Moore 

  In Honor of Our Risen Lord 
 

 Jim and Cheryl Straker 

  In Honor of all our family in heaven 
 

 Gene and Billie Weidemann 

  In Honor of Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 

 



Congregation: for the family of Lathel Norris as 

they mourn her loss; health and healing for Jerry 

Kohring; health and healing for Tim Garner 

(brother-in-law of Dorcas Schroeder); healing for 

Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; healing for Lillian 

Hayden from knee surgery; for Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued 

healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: 

Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to 

come to church. 

Community: for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 
 

 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 
 

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 

• Dahmann - Don 

• Dahmann – Doyle, Karin   

• Kettler - Elizabeth 

• Kettler – Clinton, Diane, Ruth Anne  

• Schramme – Chad, Lori, Addison, Wyatt 

• Schroeder – Shane, Jessy, Emersyn  

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
 

April 5 – April 12  
 

 

 Today: The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Day)  
 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 9:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt 

 10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 
    
 

   Acolyte:  Taylor Nowicki 
 

    Crucifer: Wyatt Schramme  
 

    Greeter: Shirley Ashorn  
 

   Ushers: Jason Ashorn Kaisen Ashorn  

   Melvin Ashorn Eric Berglund 

 Monday: 

 6:00 PM  New Members Class 

 
 

 

 Tuesday: 

 7:00 PM  LWML Social  

 7:30 PM  LWML Meeting 

 

 

 Wednesday: 

 8:30 AM Sonshine 

 

 

 

 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

    Thursday: 
. 

   6:30 PM  Ladies Bible Study 

 

 

 



  Next Sunday:  
 

  9:00 AM    Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I with Communion 
 

     Acolyte:  Michael Hinze 

     Greeter: Vickie Ashorn   

    Ushers: Doyle Dahmann   Glenn Foster 

     Delwin Gaskamp   Kevin Harrington 
   

 

Serving in April:   Elder – Clinton Kettler / Trustee – Doyle Dahmann 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Geraldine Pohlmeyer and 

family in memory of Glenn Pohlmeyer.  
 

The flowers in the Narthex are in memory of Lathel Norris. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a church council meeting this Wednesday, 

April 8th at 7:00 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars for… 

Tropical Trek VBS - June 16-19 

We need adult volunteers to help lead music, crafts, 

games, and the kitchen. If you are interested, please 

reach out to Ann Smitherman or sign up in the parish 

hall. Also, if you are interested in your child or 

grandchild taking part in VBS this summer, please 

sign them up in the parish hall. 
 

 

 

 



Life with God—New Members Class  

continues tomorrow night, April 6th  

Our adult information class covers the most important 

teachings of the Bible as they are believed, taught, and 

confessed here at Bethlehem. It is designed for anyone 

considering membership, new members, and any 

member of the congregation who would like a thorough 

review of basic Biblical doctrine. Mark your calendar 

and plan to join us every Monday night from 6:00 to 

7:30 pm. Classes run weekly for 10-12 sessions.  
 

 

 

The LWML social and meeting for April will be 

held this Tuesday the 7th starting at 7:00 PM. 

All the ladies of the congregation are invited to 

attend.  

 

 
 

April 5 (Easter Day) – Alleluia, Christ has 

risen! This is the pro-life proclamation! Our 

Lord has defeated death to give life to the 

world. There is no person whom Jesus does not 

wish to rescue from the curse of death, as “God 

shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34). And we, 

who have already “been raised with Christ” through faith and Holy Baptism, “seek 

the things that are above” (Colossians 3:1), desiring that all would have life, now and 

when He appears in glory (Colossians 3:4). 
 
 

Sunday School Corner 
In our Spring unit, we conclude our study of the New Testament, 

beginning with the appearance of the resurrected Christ and 

continuing through the growth of the Early Church. This 

morning, the kids studied the lesson “A Evealing Restoration – 

Jesus Appears in Galilee.” Peter, James, John, Thomas, and a few 

of the other disciples fish all night on the Sea of Tiberias without 

catching anything. At dawn, Jesus appears on the beach and tells 

them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat. Immediately, the nets fill to 

overflowing, and John realizes Jesus is there. Peter swims ashore to see Jesus, who 



prepares breakfast. Addressing Peter directly, Jesus asks three times, “Do you love 

Me?” With each question, Peter becomes more distressed. Through these questions, 

the Lord restores and reinstates Peter to lead His Church. To reinforce this lesson with 

your kids, as a family, discuss: What does it feel like to be forgiven of something that 

you did wrong? Have you ever thought that you couldn’t be forgiven and then 

someone forgave you? If not, imagine what that might feel like. Maybe we take it for 

granted that we will be forgiven. Why is that a problem? Peter and other disciples 

were fishermen. Jesus used their occupation, or job, to help them serve Him. What 

are some occupations or jobs that you know about? How do those people serve God 

in their occupation? How do we serve God in whatever our occupation or vocation 

is? Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you 

next week! 
 

 

High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-

Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study, 

students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers, 

and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the darkest human 

deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for all sin upon 

Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig into God’s 

Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” reveal our 

need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

 

Lesson 14 – A Big Ego’s Brilliance Backfires (Esther) 
 

 

In this week’s lesson, our High School Sunday School class explored the book of 

Esther, focusing on Haman’s pride and plot against God’s people. Students saw how 

unchecked ego and hatred led to a plan for destruction, yet also how God worked 

behind the scenes to preserve His people through Esther and Mordecai. Even though 

God’s name is not directly mentioned in the book, His providence is clearly at work, 

turning what was meant for evil into good. We discussed how this account points us 

to Christ, through whom God decisively delivers His people—not by hidden means 

alone, but through the cross, where evil is overturned and salvation is won for all. 

 

 
 
 



Adult Sunday School Lesson 
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the 

“chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly 

lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are 

justified by grace alone through faith alone on account 

of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin 

and righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the 

struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the 

freedom of the Gospel. Whether you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is 

a wonderful time to dig into God’s Word together and grow in our understanding of 

His mercy in Christ. Come and be strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how 

the Gospel shapes our daily lives. We look forward to studying this treasure of 

Scripture with you! If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during 

the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit 

yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your 

relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” 

tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or 

just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

Mar. 25 Midweek Lent 

Worship Service 

64 $275.00 

Mar. 29 Sunday School  

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

11 

  2 

24 

$57.85 

Mar. 29 Worship Service 158 $4,764.19 

   Parish Hall Rental Donation $100.00 

   Youth League $167.00 

   Easter Lilies $221.00 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 


