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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 10, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

May Bible Verse 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are truly 

present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in 

the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that 

those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS 

and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission 

to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their faith but a 

recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the Sacrament 

itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ LSB 769 

 

 



 

 

 
Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

Stand 
 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 



 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  

INTROIT  Psalm 119:89-93; antiphon: v. 105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

Forever, O LORD, your word 

 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

By your appointment they stand this day, 

 for all things are your servants. 

If your law had not been my delight, 

 I would have perished in my affliction. 

I will never forget your precepts, 

 for by them you have given me life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 



 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that 

we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 

accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

FIRST READING Acts 17:16-31 
16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 

him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with 

the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who 

happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also 

conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others 

said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching 

Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know 

therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who 

lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something 

new. 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and 

observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To 

the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though 

he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 

face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 

dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their 

way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 



 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold 

or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times 

of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance 

to all by raising him from the dead.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even 

if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 

them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 

that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 

that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 

put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, 

than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 

he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly 

did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 

being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 

water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 

from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

 



 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 14:15-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

 
 

 
15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

   18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and 

the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 

live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he 

who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself 

to him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

NICENE CREED LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice LSB 556 

 

 

 

 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 



 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON 

Never Alone: The Promise of the Helper  

John 14:15-21  

Stand 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Sit 

OFFERING 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS BY PROFESSION OF FAITH   

Name Date Received 

Kerry Krivdo 

Tracey O’Neal  

 

May 10, 2026 



 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT             

PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 

     Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 



 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 He Is Arisen! Glorious Word LSB 488 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608. Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 

Holy Spirit, Light Divine LSB 496 

 

 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt.. Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583–1625. Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  LSB 821 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom  LSB 481 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: French Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 



 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  

Sit 

CLOSING HYMN 

Almighty Father, Bless the Word LSB 923 

 

 



 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis 
Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we 

worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb 

of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 
 

Congregation: health and healing for David 

Boenker, health and healing for Jerry Kohring; 

healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; healing 

for Lillian Hayden from knee surgery; for Tom 

Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; 

and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, 

Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church. 

 

Community:  blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy 

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 

 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 

 

 

 



 

Bethlehem at Prayer 

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 
 

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 

• Gandy – Tyler, Haley, Tate  

• Gaskamp – Greg, Brenda, Ryan 

• Koester – Don, Ann  

• Kohring – Landon, Hannah, Brady  

• Schwartz - Roy 

• Schwartz – Sandra  

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

May 10 – May 17 

 Today: Sixth Sunday of Easter with New Member Installation   

 9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte: Dillion Nowicki 

   Ushers: Michael Kettler Robert Kettler 

  Caleb Klussmann Corey Klussmann  

  11:30 AM     Shekel Store 

 New Member Reception 

    Wednesday: 

 8:30 AM Sunshine 

 

 Thursday:  

 7:00 PM  The Ascension of Our Lord with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte: Winston Krieg 

   Crucifer: Dillion Nowicki 

   Ushers:   Valgene Kohring Travis Medve 

       Charles Meyer  Paul Richter 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



 

      

 Next Sunday: Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Communion 

   Acolyte: Taylor Hinze 

   Ushers:   Colin Schomburg Collin Schroeder 

     Michael Schroeder Shane Schroeder  

 

Serving in May: Elder – Brad Molitor/Trustee – Robert Kettler  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by  

Billy and Vickie Ashorn in honor of our moms who have loved, guided and nurtured us and for 

those moms who are in heaven with our Lord. 

 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD – Divine Service with Holy Communion this  

Thursday, May 14 at 7:00 PM.  

 

Join us for the Festival of the Ascension of Our Lord as we gather 

around Word and Sacrament to celebrate Christ’s return to His 

Father’s right hand in glory. The Ascension is not the end of Jesus’ 

work but the continuation of His reign, for us. Exalted above all 

things, our risen Lord intercedes for His Church, rules all things for 

our good, and sends His Spirit to strengthen us in faith and witness. 

This feast marks a vital part of the Church’s life and the fulfillment of God's plan of salvation. 
 

We encourage all members and families to attend this beautiful and often overlooked festival of 

the Church Year. Come rejoice in Christ’s victory and reign, and be nourished by His true body 

and blood in the Holy Supper. 
 

“God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet!” 

(Psalm 47:5) 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement 

The Board of Missions is pleased to announce the establishment of a Lutheran 

Education Scholarship for the members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. This 

scholarship is available to all members who attend an LCMS daycare, 

parochial school, university, or seminary. Funds will be distributed at the 

beginning of the 2026–2027 school year. If you would like to support this 

mission and help encourage faithful Lutheran education, you may contribute 

by placing your gift in the offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education 

Scholarship Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg. 



 

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired with 

seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. They 

recently sent a heartfelt letter of thanks along with photos, 

which have been posted on the bulletin board in the parish 

hall for you to enjoy. 

As the school year draws to a close in May, we would like to 

send them a gift as an expression of our encouragement and support for William’s studies and 

their life together. If you would like to contribute, you may simply place your gift in the offering 

plate and designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger.” We will continue to collect gifts all 

year long, sending them each quarter. Thank you for keeping Williams and Skylar in your prayers 

as they prepare for a life of service in Christ’s Church. 
 

Mark your Calendars for… 

Tropical Trek VBS - June 16-19 

We need adult volunteers to help lead music, crafts, games, and the 

kitchen. If you are interested, please reach out to Ann Smitherman 

or sign up in the parish hall. Also, if you are interested in your child 

or grandchild taking part in VBS this summer, please sign them up 

in the parish hall. 

 
 

Women of Bethlehem:  

 

Please join Sisters in Christ as we start a new monthly Bible study: 

Preoccupied with Promise.  

The study begins Saturday, May 23rd, at 8:30 AM, in the Parish Hall. 

Contact Amy Schroeder if you have any questions: (979) 255-4206. Come 

to grow in your love for and knowledge of Our Lord with us! 

 

 

 

 

The LWML is collecting items for Disaster Relief Healthcare Kits. Please bring 

any of the items listed below to the Parish Hall and place in the marked basket by 

May 24th.  Health Care Kit 

 1 bath towel  1 pack of floss   

 1 washcloth 1 toothpaste (2 if travel size) 

1 shampoo (2 if travel size) 1 comb 

1 bar of soap (2 if travel size) 1 deodorant 

1 toothbrush (individually sealed) 1 nail clippers 

 

 

THE POTATO PANCAKE SUPPER IS BACK! 

Continuing in the great success of last year, the 67th annual Potato Pancake Supper  

will return Friday, June 5, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring the whole family for an evening of great food and fun, featuring traditional German 

music, along with a water slide bounce house for the kids. Please see Charles Meyer about 

tickets, or RSVP using the QR code to pay for your ticket at the door. We look forward to seeing 

you once again at the 67th Annual Bethlehem Lutheran Potato Pancake Supper! 

All Members of the Congregation are invited and encouraged to serve at the Potato Pancake 

Supper. The sign-up sheet is located in the Parish hall. Please contact Diane Jaehne (979-251-

0248) if you need any further information. Thank you! 

 

May 10 – Sixth Sunday of Easter – Like Athens at the time of 

the Apostle Paul’s preaching (Acts 17:16), this world is full of 

idols. Today’s idols may take on a different shape, but they are 

just as deadly. These idols craftily disguise themselves with 

practical-sounding words and phrases, such as “reproductive 

health care” and “death with dignity.” The One True God, the Lord of Life, offers a better way. 

Jesus says, “Because I live, you will also live” (John 14:19). Though in this life we may be tested 

and tried like silver, and what may appear to be a crushing burden is laid on our backs, the Lord 

God has promised to bring us into a place of abundance (Psalm 66:10-12). We have been given 

the Helper, the Spirit of Truth, who dwells in us (John 14:16-17), that we may serve God in our 

various vocations as Gospel-motivated voices for Life, always being ready to make a defense for 

the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). 
 

Sunday School Corner  
In our Spring unit, we conclude our study of the New Testament, beginning 

with the appearance of the resurrected Christ and continuing through the 

growth of the Early Church. This morning, the kids studied the lesson “The 

Gentile Cause – The Jerusalem Council.” A disagreement arises in the 

Church concerning the Gentile believers. Some want to make the Gentiles 

follow the Jewish laws. Peter, Paul, and Barnabas give testimony to the 

Jerusalem Council concerning their work among the Gentiles. The council 

sends a letter to the Gentile believers, encouraging them and welcoming 

them as God’s chosen people. To reinforce this lesson with your kids, as a family, discuss: What 

did the Jerusalem Council decide about Gentile believers? How can you welcome people to 

church and to the family of believers in Christ? What can we learn from the way that the Jerusalem 

Council handled this situation? Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday 

School class. See you next week! 



 

High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-Nice Bible 

Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study, students will explore 

the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers, and discover how God’s mercy and 

grace still shine through even the darkest human deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took 

the punishment for all sin upon Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as 

we dig into God’s Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” 

reveal our need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Lesson 17 – Your Money or Your Life (Acts 5:1–11) 

In this week’s lesson, our High School Sunday School class studied the account of Ananias and 

Sapphira in the early Church. Students explored how greed, pride, and the desire for human praise 

led them to lie not only to the apostles, but to God Himself. Their story reminds us that sin is 

never merely outward behavior; it begins in the heart and seeks to place trust in ourselves rather 

than in the Lord. We discussed how God’s holiness is not something to be taken lightly, yet His 

purpose is always to call sinners to repentance and faith. This sobering account points us to Christ, 

who gave not part, but all of Himself for us, securing forgiveness and life by His perfect sacrifice. 

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the “chief part of the 

New Testament.” Romans clearly lays out the heart of the Christian 

faith: we are justified by grace alone through faith alone on account 

of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin and 

righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the struggle against the old 

Adam, and life lived in the freedom of the Gospel. Whether you’ve been attending or have yet to 

join us, this is a wonderful time to dig into God’s Word together and grow in our understanding 

of His mercy in Christ. Come and be strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how the Gospel 

shapes our daily lives. We look forward to studying this treasure of Scripture with you! If you 

could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before 

church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more meaningful 

understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday 

as we continue our studies.  
Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” tab on our website 

(https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just scan the QR code to the left. 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

May 3 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

13 

  3 

27 

$85.23 

May 3 Worship Service 99 General Fund: $12,262.34 

Edith Erwin Memorial $25.00 

Window Repair $200.00 

Seminary William Killinger $165.00 

 
 

 


