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The Day of Pentecost 
   

May 24, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

May Bible Verse 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those 

visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS 

and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of 

admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their 

faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and 

the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the 

service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Stand and turn to face the T Cross for the Processional Hymn. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest LSB 498 

 



 

   

 

 
 

5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 
 

D7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph 

Klug Text and tune: Public domain 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 



 

   

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; 

 the earth is full of your creatures. 

These all look to you, 

 to give them their food in due season. 

When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

 and you renew the face of the ground. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

 



 

   

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people 

by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by 

the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore 

to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 11:24-30 
 

   24Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered 

seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25Then the 

LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that 

was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on 

them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 

   26Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 

Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they 

had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man 

ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua 

the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop 

them.” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 

LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 30And 

Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 

   

GRADUAL Acts 2:17b; Romans 10:10 

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 

With the heart one believes and is justified, 

 and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

SECOND READING  Acts 2:1–21 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire appeared 

to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And 

they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, 

Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works 

of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 

this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 

ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the 

third hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

 and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18even on my male servants and female servants 

 in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

 and signs on the earth below, 

  blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 



 

   

20the sun shall be turned to darkness 

 and the moon to blood, 

  before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.’” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Stand     
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 7:37-39 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventh chapter. 

 
 

 

   37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now this he 

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet 

the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

 

 



 

   

NICENE CREED LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Sit 
 



 

   

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord LSB 497 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 15th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 

1524, Erfurt. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 
 

 

SERMON 

Rivers in the Dry Country  

John 7:37-39 
 

Stand 



 

   

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Sit 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT             
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 



 

   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who ascended above the heavens and, sitting at Your 

right hand, poured out on this day the promised Holy Spirit on His chosen 

disciples. For all this the whole earth rejoices with exceeding joy. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 



 

   

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 

Sit 
 



 

   

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Holy Spirit, Light Divine LSB 496 

 

 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt.. Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583–1625. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501 

 

 

 



 

   

 

Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90. Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958. Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling LSB 650 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 



 

   

Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling   LSB 630

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940 Tune: Chants ordinaires de l’Office Divin, Paris, 1881 Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used 
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

   

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  

 

Face the T Cross for the Recessional Hymn. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 O Day Full of Grace LSB 503 

 

 

 

 
Text: Scandinavian, c. 1450; tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001. Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

where we worship in the name of the crucified 

and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 

 



 

   

Congregation: health and healing for David 

Boenker, health and healing for Jerry Kohring; 

healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; healing 

for Lillian Hayden from knee surgery; for Tom 

Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; 

and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, 

Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church. 
 

Community:  blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy 

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 
 

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 

• Glenz – Trevor, Hanna, Peyton 

• Goessler – Kevin, Kellie 

• Kolbasinski – Frankie, Vickie 

• Krieg – Kelly, Jennifer, Giuliana, Norman, Winston,  

• Searle - Sandra 

• Searle – Lance, Tracy, Emily, Lucas  

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



 

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

May 24 -May 31 
 

Today: The Day of Pentecost 

9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte: Kinsley Haferkamp 

   Crucifer: Winston Krieg 

    Ushers: Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle 

 Rallin Wellmann Eric Berglund 

Thursday: 

6:00 PM Board of Education Meeting 

 

  

 

6:30 PM   Ladies Bible Study 

 

 

Next Sunday: The Holy Trinity 

9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 

   Acolyte: Taylor Nowicki 

    Crucifer: Michael Hinze 

    Greeter:  Lillian Hayden  

    Ushers:  Billy Ashorn    Blane Ashorn 

  Brian Ashorn  Westin Ashorn   

Serving in May:   Elder – Brad Molitor / Trustee – Robert Kettler   

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by 

Douglas and Theresa Kettler. 

 

Congratulations to all of our Graduates!  

 



 

   

There will be a Board of Education meeting this Thursday, May 

28th at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

Annual Young Adult Retreat May 29-31, 2026 at St. John 

Lutheran Church in Galveston, TX. Age: 18+ Cost: Free. Scan the 

QR or go to https://osl.breezechms.com/form/8e19212746, to 

register. For more information, contact Pastor Steven Cholak 

at scholak@osl.cc. 
 

The Ladies Bible Class will not meet during the month of June. 

Studies will resume on July 9th. The new study will be of Ruth: 

More Than a Love Story. 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement 

The Board of Missions is pleased to announce the establishment 

of a Lutheran Education Scholarship for the members of 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church. This scholarship is available to all 

members who attend an LCMS daycare, parochial school, 

university, or seminary. Funds will be distributed at the beginning 

of the 2026–2027 school year. 

If you would like to support this mission and help encourage 

faithful Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the offering 

plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education Scholarship Fund. For more 

information, please see Pastor Krieg. 
 

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired with 

seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We will 

continue to collect gifts all year long, sending them each quarter. 

Simply place your gift in the offering plate and designate it for “Seminarian William 

Killinger”. Please remember them in your prayers.  
 

Mark your Calendars for… 

Tropical Trek VBS - June 16-19 

We need adult volunteers to help lead music, crafts, games, 

and the kitchen. If you are interested, please reach out to Ann 

Smitherman or sign up in the parish hall. Also, if you are 

interested in your child or grandchild taking part in VBS this 

summer, please sign them up in the parish hall. 

https://osl.breezechms.com/form/8e19212746
mailto:scholak@osl.cc


 

   

Today is the last day for Disaster Relief Healthcare Kits. Please 

bring any of the items listed below to the Parish Hall and place in the 

marked basket. The LWML thanks you for your support in this 

community event.   

Health Care Kit 
 

 1 bath towel   1 washcloth  1 pack of floss  

 1 comb 1 nail clippers   1 deodorant  

 1 toothpaste (2 if travel size)  1 shampoo (2 if travel size) 

1 bar of soap (2 if travel size)  1 toothbrush (individually sealed 

 

 

THE POTATO PANCAKE SUPPER IS BACK! 

Continuing in the great success of last year, the 67th annual Potato Pancake Supper  

is coming on Friday, June 5, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring the whole family for an evening of great food and fun, featuring traditional 

German music, along with a water slide bounce house for the kids. Please see Charles 

Meyer about tickets, or RSVP using the QR code to pay for your ticket at the door. 

We look forward to seeing you once again at the 67th Annual Bethlehem Lutheran 

Potato Pancake Supper! 
 

All Members of the Congregation are invited and encouraged to serve at the Potato 

Pancake Supper. Please contact Diane Jaehne (979-251-0248) to learn more. 

Thank you! 
 

May 24 – The Day of Pentecost – The Holy Spirit, 

like streams of living water (John 37:38), flows 

forth from Christ, just as the blood and water 

flowed forth from His side when He was pierced on 

the cross. The Spirit brings life. The Spirit gives 

birth to the New Testament Church, which 

proclaims the message of abundant and eternal life in Christ crucified and risen (Acts 

2:1-4). The Spirit makes us to know God’s ways and teaches us His paths. He leads 



 

   

the humble in what is right (Psalm 25:4-5, 9). He enables us to share the Good News 

of Life with those who are troubled or afraid, that they may know that they do not 

face life’s crises alone. As the Spirit rested on Eldad and Medad (Numbers 11:26) 

and rested on the heads of the apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), so the 

Holy Spirit emboldens us to be Gospel-motivated voices for Life in an otherwise dark 

and frightening world. 

Sunday School Corner 
In our Spring unit, we conclude our study of the New Testament, 

beginning with the appearance of the resurrected Christ and 

continuing through the growth of the Early Church. This 

morning, the kids studied the lesson “The Unknown Revealed – 

Paul Preaches in Athens.” As Paul waits for the other disciples 

to join him in Athens, he spends time in discussion with 

philosophers and others in the marketplace. Many temples and 

altars fill the city of Athens, including an altar dedicated to the 

“unknown god.” One day, Paul speaks at the Areopagus— also called Mars Hill. He 

uses the altar to the unknown god as an opportunity to teach the people concerning 

the true God. To reinforce this lesson with your kids, as a family, discuss: When you 

talk to a person who believes something different from what you believe, what are 

some good strategies for changing his or her mind? What was the most important 

thing about what Paul talked about? When Paul talked to the Greeks, he tried to use 

things that the Greeks would know. He did this whenever he talked to any group of 

people. Why is it important for missionaries or anyone who is sharing Jesus with new 

people to understand the point of view of the people they are talking to? Also, parents, 

you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 

High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-

Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study, 

students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers, 

and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the darkest human 

deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for all sin upon 

Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig into God’s 

Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” reveal our 

need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Lesson 17 – Your Money or Your Life (Acts 5:1-11) 

In this week’s lesson, our High School Sunday School class studied the account of 

Ananias and Sapphira in the early Church. Students explored how greed, pride, and 

the desire for human praise led them to lie not only to the apostles, but to God 



 

   

Himself. Their story reminds us that sin is never merely outward behavior; it begins 

in the heart and seeks to place trust in ourselves rather than in the Lord. We discussed 

how God’s holiness is not something to be taken lightly, yet His purpose is always to 

call sinners to repentance and faith. This sobering account points us to Christ, who 

gave not part, but all of Himself for us, securing forgiveness and life by His perfect 

sacrifice. 

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study on the 

Means of Grace, the wonderful gifts through which Christ 

delivers forgiveness, life, and salvation to His people. Together, 

we will study the Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, 

and the Lord’s Supper from Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 

Confessions.  

What makes Lutherans speak so strongly about Baptism? Why 

do we believe Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper? Why is it proper to 

commune every Sunday? What is Absolution, and why is hearing forgiveness spoken 

aloud such a comfort? How does God actually create and strengthen faith? 

These are not merely academic questions. The Means of Grace are at the very heart 

of the Christian life because they are the very ways Christ comes to serve sinners 

with His mercy and forgiveness. Even if you have not attended Sunday School 

recently, now is a wonderful time to begin. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran or 

newer to the faith, this study will help deepen your understanding of Christ’s gifts 

and strengthen your confidence in His promises. 

Come and receive the comfort and certainty Christ gives through His Means of 

Grace! 
 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” tab on 

our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just scan the QR 

code to the left. 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

May 14 Ascension 

Worship Service 

22 General Fund: $115.00 

 

May 17 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

11 

  2 

23 

$54.00 

May 17 Worship Service 99 General Fund: $2,235.90 

  Scholarship Fund $400.00 
 


