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The Holy Trinity Sunday 
   

May 31, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 
 

Pre-Service Music 

 

May Bible Verse 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, 

we ask that those visitors desiring to commune be members in good 

standing of a congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the 

beginning of the service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another 

confession is not a judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different 

confessions concerning God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are 

invited to speak with the pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

Stand and turn to face the T Cross for the Processional Hymn. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 Father Most Holy LSB 504 

 

 



    

 
Text: Latin, c. 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936, alt. Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



    

INTROIT Psalm 16:8-11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

  Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

  because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

  my flesh also dwells secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

  or let your holy one see corruption. 

You make known to me the path of life; 

  in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures  

     forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

  Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
 



    

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

 C Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge  

the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to 

worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast 

in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1:1-2:4a  
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit 

of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the 

light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the 

waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. 

And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, 

and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 

good. 

 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 

trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” 

And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according 

to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to 

its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate 

the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and 

years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 



    

earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule 

the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in 

the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over the day and over 

the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the 

great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters 

swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their 

kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the 

ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 

on the earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And 

God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of 

all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything 

that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

sixth day. 

 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And 

on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 

creation. 



    

4These are the generations 

of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 145:3,5b,6b 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

 and his greatness is unsearchable. 

On your wondrous works, I will meditate, 

 and I will declare your greatness. 

SECOND READING Acts 2:14a, 22-36 
 14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 

 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 

midst, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 

men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible 

for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28You have made known to me the paths of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a 

prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one 

of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 

the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore 

exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise 

of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 35until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 



    
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand     
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

 
   

 

 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 
 
   P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 



    

ATHANASIAN CREED LSB 319 

C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish 

eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 

confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is 

another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is 

one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 

Uncreated and one Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy 

Spirit almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each 

distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the 

catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created 

nor begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; 

one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity, none is before or after another; none is greater or 

less than another; 



    

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, 

so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and 

Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the 

Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully 

believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; 

and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human 

flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with 

respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the 

assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one 

Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third 

day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God 

Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an 

account concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who 

have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and 

firmly cannot be saved. 

 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 



    

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 All Authority   

Matthew 28:16-20  

Stand 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 

Sit 
 

 

OFFERING 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT             
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 



    

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one 

Lord. In the confession of the only true God, we worship the Trinity in 

person and the Unity in substance, of majesty coequal. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

 

 SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 



    

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 



    

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay  LSB 505 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546, based on 15th-cent. German litany; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, 

Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



    

Wide Open Stand the Gates LSB 639 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808–72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007. Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663, Erfurt. Text: © 2002 

GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

Glory Be to God the Father  LSB 506 

 

 



    

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89. Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865–1919. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



    

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  
 

Face the T Cross for the Recessional Hymn. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    

 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name LSB 940 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–1900, alt. Tune: Katholisches 

Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna. Text and tune: Public domain 



    

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where 

we worship in the name of the crucified and risen 

Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to 

you as you worship with us today.  
 

Congregation: health and healing for David 

Boenker, health and healing for Jerry Kohring; 

healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; 

healing for Lillian Hayden from knee surgery; for 

Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and 

continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in 

members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are 

unable to come to church. 

 

Community: blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy 

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 
 
 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that 

end, Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity 

for us to support one another in faith, lifting up each 

household by name before our gracious God. While 

members can always request prayers at any time, this effort 

ensures that every family at Bethlehem is prayed for 

regularly. We invite you to join us in encouragement and 

intercession, praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

each week. 

 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



    

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 
 

• Gresham – Ryan, Terie, Connor  

• Guthrie – Adrienne, Lydia, Jackson, Brody    

• Lampe – Hattie    

• Landeck – Chris, Carin    

• Smitherman – Chris, Ann, Samuel, Deloris (Griffin) 

• Straker – Jim, Cheryl    
 

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

 

May 31 – June 7 
 

 Today:  The Holy Trinity Sunday  

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

    Acolyte:  Taylor Nowicki 

    Crucifer:  Michael Hinze 

    Greeter:   Lillian Hayden 

   Ushers:    Billy Ashorn Blane Ashorn 

       Brian Ashorn Westin Ashorn 

 Tuesday:  

  7:00 PM LWML Social 

  7:30 PM LWML Meeting 

 

 Thursday:  

 6:00 PM  Elders’ Meeting 

 

 
     

Friday:  

 5:00 PM Potato Pancake Supper 

  
  

 

 

 

 Saturday: 

   7:30 AM  Men’s Club Breakfast, Bible Study & Meeting 
 



    

  

  Next Sunday: Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Youth League Meeting 

  10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion 
 

   Acolyte: Michael Hinze 

    Greeter:  Donna Hinze 

    Ushers:   Jason Ashorn Kaisen Ashorn 

   Melvin Ashorn  Eric Berglund 
  

Serving in May:   Elder – Brad Molitor / Trustee – Robert Kettler  

Serving in June: Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Michael Schroeder 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Lillian Hayden. 

 

THE POTATO PANCAKE SUPPER IS BACK! 

Continuing in the great success of last year, the 67th annual Potato Pancake Supper  

will be THIS Friday, June 5, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring the whole family for an evening of great food and fun, featuring traditional 

German music, along with a water slide bounce house for the kids. Please see Charles 

Meyer about tickets, or RSVP using the QR code to pay for your ticket at the door. 

We look forward to seeing you once again at the 67th Annual Bethlehem Lutheran 

Potato Pancake Supper!    

All Members of the Congregation are invited and encouraged to serve at the Potato 

Pancake Supper. Also, all members are asked to bring a dessert.  
 

Please contact Diane Jaehne (979-251-0248) to learn more. Thank you! 



    

 

Mark your Calendars for… 

Tropical Trek VBS - June 16-19 

We need adult volunteers to help lead music, crafts, games, 

and the kitchen. If you are interested, please reach out to Ann 

Smitherman or sign up in the parish hall. Also, if you are 

interested in your child or grandchild taking part in VBS this 

summer, please sign them up in the parish hall. 

 

 

The Ladies Bible Class will not meet during the month of 

June. Studies will resume on July 9th. The new study will be 

of Ruth: More Than a Love Story. 

 

 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement 

The Board of Missions is pleased to announce the establishment 

of a Lutheran Education Scholarship for the members of 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church. This scholarship is available to all 

members who attend an LCMS daycare, parochial school, 

university, or seminary. Funds will be distributed at the 

beginning of the 2026–2027 school year. 

If you would like to support this mission and help encourage 

faithful Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your 

gift in the offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education Scholarship 

Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg. 

 

 
 

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired 

with seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. 

We will continue to collect gifts all year long, sending 

them each quarter. Simply place your gift in the offering 

plate and designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger”. Thank you for keeping 

them in your prayers. 

 

 



    
 

May 31 – The Holy Trinity: First Sunday after 

Pentecost – “O Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the 

earth!” (Psalm 8:1). The Triune God who made heaven and 

earth and all things, and who breathed into Adam the breath 

of life (Genesis 1), is the same God into whose name we 

are baptized—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20). This 

Jesus, who was crucified by men, but whom God raised from the dead (Acts 2:23-

24), brings hope and courage to those who have lost their way in life. Through the 

forgiveness of sins in Christ, the past can no longer haunt us, and we are free to live 

in the light of God’s Word. Whether the woman facing an unexpected pregnancy, or 

the person who has received a terminal medical diagnosis, or the one who feels as 

though their life no longer has purpose or value, Jesus—the Lord of Life—will not 

forsake us. The promise of Christ stands: “I am with you always, to the end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:20). 
 

Sunday School Corner 
In our Spring unit, we conclude our study of the New Testament, 

beginning with the appearance of the resurrected Christ and 

continuing through the growth of the Early Church. This 

morning, the kids studied the lesson “Preaching and Perlis – 

Paul’s Minisrty and Hardships.” After an extended stay in 

Greece, Paul sets off on another journey, finally arriving in 

Troas. There, as he preaches late into the night, a young man 

named Eutychus falls asleep on a window ledge and tumbles 

three floors to his death. Paul rushes to his side and restores Eutychus to life. Later, 

in his second letter to the Church at Corinth, Paul recounts in detail the numerous 

hardships he endured in his ministry. To reinforce this lesson with your kids, as a 

family, discuss: The name Eutychus means “fortunate.” He certainly was fortunate to 

have been brought back to life by Paul. As Christians, how are we all considered 

fortunate? Even during the most difficult times, Paul kept his focus on Jesus. How 

can we do that too? Who helps us keep our eyes on Jesus? Here we see the early 

Christians worshiping on a Sunday to honor and commemorate the resurrection. 

Some Christians call each Sunday worship a “mini-Easter” because honoring the 

resurrection is that important. What does it mean to honor the Sabbath? God used 

Paul to share the Gospel and to raise Eutychus from the dead. God continues to work 

through His people today. What are some ways that God uses people today? Also, 

parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next 

week! 



    

High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-

So-Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking 

study, students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious 

wrongdoers, and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the 

darkest human deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for 

all sin upon Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig 

into God’s Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master 

criminals” reveal our need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Lesson 17 – Your Money or Your Life (Acts 5:1–11) 
 

In this week’s lesson, our High School Sunday School class studied the account of 

Ananias and Sapphira in the early Church. Students explored how greed, pride, and 

the desire for human praise led them to lie not only to the apostles, but to God 

Himself. Their story reminds us that sin is never merely outward behavior; it begins 

in the heart and seeks to place trust in ourselves rather than in the Lord. We discussed 

how God’s holiness is not something to be taken lightly, yet His purpose is always to 

call sinners to repentance and faith. This sobering account points us to Christ, who 

gave not part, but all of Himself for us, securing forgiveness and life by His perfect 

sacrifice. 
Adult Sunday School Lesson 

 Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study on the 

Means of Grace, the wonderful gifts through which Christ 

delivers forgiveness, life, and salvation to His people. Together, 

we will study the Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, 

and the Lord’s Supper from Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 

Confessions. 
 

What makes Lutherans speak so strongly about Baptism? Why 

do we believe Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper? Why is it proper to 

commune every Sunday? What is Absolution, and why is hearing forgiveness spoken 

aloud such a comfort? How does God actually create and strengthen faith? 
 

These are not merely academic questions. The Means of Grace are at the very heart 

of the Christian life because they are the very ways Christ comes to serve sinners 

with His mercy and forgiveness. Even if you have not attended Sunday School 

recently, now is a wonderful time to begin. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran or 

newer to the faith, this study will help deepen your understanding of Christ’s gifts 

and strengthen your confidence in His promises. Come and receive the comfort and 

certainty Christ gives through His Means of Grace! 



    

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the Give” tab 

on our website https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just scan 

the QR code to the left. 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

May 24 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

 14 

   3 

 22 

$31.46 

May 24 Worship Service 114 General Fund $ 11,250.61 
 

   Edith Erwin Memorial $20.00 

   Scholarship Fund $100.00 

   Cemetery Fund $300.00 

   Men’s Club $500.00 

   Pew Fund $30.00     

 


