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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026 — 10:15 AM

Divine Service: Setting I1I with Holy Communion

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202

Pre-Service Music

August Bible Verse
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Bethlehem Luthera
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Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,
Community, and the World

“You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides

You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.”

2 Samuel 7:22

Our Mission Statement

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the
historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the
Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are
truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our
unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those
visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS
and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of
admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their
faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and
the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the

service.
Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart LSB 641
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart With  gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, The bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep - herd calls his sheep, They know and
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to You Our praise and
31Is not the cup we bless and share The blood of
4 The mys-try of Your pres-ence, Lord, No mor - tal
5 You give Your - self to  us, O Lord; Then self - less
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heed his voIce; So when You call Your
grat - 1 - tude That You should count us
Christ out - poured? Do not one  cup, one
tongue can tell: Whom all the world can -
let us be, To serve each oth - er
Refrain
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fam - ’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.
wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’'n - ly food.
loaf, de - clare Our one -  ness m the Lord?
not con - tain Comes In our hearts to dwell.
in  Your name In truth and char - 1 - ty.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97 Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96 Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications.

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Stand

The sign of the "t Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION LSB 184
[P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ

to grant us forgiveness.

[P} Our help is in the name
who made heaven and

of the Lord,
earth.

[P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.




[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 105:39-43; antiphon: v.1

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
He spread a cloud for a covering,
and fire to give light by night.
They asked, and he brought quail,
and gave them bread from heaven in abundance.
He opened the rock, and water gushed out;
it flowed through the desert like a river.
For he remembered his holy promise,
and Abraham, his servant.
So he brought his people out with joy,
his chosen ones with singing.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!




GLORIA PATRI LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
KYRIE LSB 186
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Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
[P) Glory be to God on High,
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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" Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P lee Lord be with you.
7
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And with thy Spir - it.
[P) Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit
that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits,
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Sit



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:1-5
“Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
SBehold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. [ Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Romans 11:33, 36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

EPISTLE Romans 9:1-5
| am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit— 2that | have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. 3For | could wish that | myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the
sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. “They are Israelites, and to
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises. °To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Stand



COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
HoLy GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry be to Thee, O Lord.

13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from there in a
boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed
him on foot from the towns. ¥*When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he
had compassion on them and healed their sick. **Now when it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over;
send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” *But
Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” ' They said
to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” ®And he said, “Bring them
here to me.” °Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 2°And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full
of the broken pieces left over. 2!And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

@nThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.




APOSTLES’ CREED

Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I« everlasting. Amen.

LSB 192



HYMN OF THE DAY

O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642
_Kn ﬁ I X i | —| i o) I K
(o —K o P R — i C— i — (R a
J & '
10 liv - ing Bread from heav - en, How well You
2 My Lord, You here have led me To this most
3 You gave me all I want -  ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with  rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The trea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less joy. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly fear. And when You call my
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bless - ing, Oh, cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
£ s . .
% ] K j — ot - ' j !
" 5 ﬂ I ﬂ 74 - o o
e 4 r '
gift pos - sess - ing, With prais - es o - ver - flows.
life from  heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be - fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it, Where joys un - min - gled flow.
Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt. Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbiittel, ed. Michael Praetorius Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

Where Broken Things Are Gathered
Matthew 14:13-21

Stand



OFFERTORY LSB 192
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
OFFERING PRAYER
Sit
OFFERING
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 194
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it
[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
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[3)
It is meet and right so to  do.



[P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 195
0 =
_Cé a O o ® O
1y,
Ho - lyy, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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. bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory

and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 197
@nThe peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
AGNUS DEI LSB 198
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on wus.
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
f) ;
L —— ' i |
%ﬂv g i—d—f i—e—#i o—i

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread LSB 625
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, life - giv - ing bread, May I in grace
2 To pas-tures green, Lord, safe - ly guide, To rest - ful wa -
3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s de-lightt For full and free
41 do not mer - it fa - vor, Lord, My weight of sin
) 4 .
s imia— i il
pos - sess  You. Let me with ho - ly food be fed,
ters lead me; Your ta - ble well for me pro - vide,
re - mis - sion I come with prayer be - fore Your sight
would break me; In all  my guilt - y heart’s dis - cord,
s e = =
In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous - ness,
0] Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
) u . .
e — —.
[ fan) = ] ] . ~ =
S -~ - !
for  You, O Lord, And, hum-bly by my  prayer im - plored,
ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone 1 seek,
Lord, cov - er me That I re-ceive You wor - thi - ly,
this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
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Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.
O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt. Tune: Thelitsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg Text and tune: Public domain




Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor LSB 534
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I Lord, en-throned in heav’'n-ly splen - dor, First - be - got - ten
2 Though the low - liest form now veil You As of old in
3 Pas - chal Lamb, Your of - f’ring, fin - ished Once for all when
4 Life - 1m - part - ing heav’'n-ly man - na, Strick-en rock with
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from the dead, You a - lone, our strong de - fend - er,
Beth - le - hem, Here as there Your an - gels hail You,
You were slain, In its full - ness un - di - min-ished
stream-ing side, Heav’'n and earth with loud ho - san - na
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Lift - ing up Your peo-ple’s head. Al-le - lu - ia,
Branch and flow’r of Jes - se’s stem. Al-le - Iu - 1a,
Shall for - ev - er - more re - main, Al-le - lu - 1a,
Wor - ship You, the Lamb who died, Al-le - lu - 1a,
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al - le - lu-1a al-le-Ilu - 1a! Je - sus, true and
al - le - lu-1a al-le-lu - 1a! We n wor - ship
al - le - lu-1a al-le-lu - 1a! Cleans-ing souls from
al - le - lu-1a al-le-lu - 1a! Ris’n, as - cend - ed,
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liv - ing bread! Je - sus, true and liv - ing bread!
join  with them; We in wor - ship join with them.
ev - ’ry stain; Cleans-ing souls from ev - ’ry stain.
glo - 1 - fied! Ris’n, as - cend - ed, glo - ri - fied!

Text: George H. Bourne, 1840-1925, alt. Tune: William Owen, 1813-93 Text and tune: Public domain



Before the Throne of God Above LSB 574
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1 Be - fore the throne of God a - bove I have a
2 My name is grav - en on His hands, My name is
3 When Sa - tan tempts me to de - spair, And tells me
4 Be - cause the sin - less Sav-ior died, My sin - ful
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strong, a per - fect plea: A great High Priest, whose name is
writ - ten on His heart; I know that while in heav’n He
of the guilt with - in, Up-ward 1 look, and see Him
soul 1S count-ed free; For God, the just, 1S sat - 1S -
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Love, Who ev - er lives and pleads for  me.
stands No tongue can bid me thence de - part.
there Who made an end of all my  sin.
fied To look on Him and par - don  me.

5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless righteousness,

The great unchangeable [ AM,

The King of glory and of grace!

6 At one with Him, I cannot die,

My soul is purchased by His blood;

My life 1s hid with Christ on high,

With Christ, my Savior and my God.

Text: Charitie L. de Chenez, 1841-1923 Tune: Vernon Griffiths, 1894-1985 Text: Public domain Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013



At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose Ilove di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal blood 1s poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-1le - Iu - ia!

Christ  the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-1le - Iu - ial
Eat we man -na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ial

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 6 Now no more can death appall,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have conquered in the fight, You have opened paradise,

You have brought us life and light. And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! A\ 8Father, who the crown shall give,
This alone can sin destroy; Savior, by whose death we live,
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Spirit, guide through all our days:
Newborn souls in You to be. Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. Sth—10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt. Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice Text and tune: Public domain

Stand



NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
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n Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el Glo - be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200

[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.




SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS

[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a men.

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy LSB 774
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Feed Thy chil - dren, God most ho - ly; Com-fort sin - ners
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Tune: Johann Criiger, 15981662 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we

worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of
God, Jesus Christ our Lord.

! FOR WORSHIPPING WITHUS
1 Blessings to you as you worship with us today.

Congregation: strength for David Husfeld; strength

and healing for Donna Hinze as she goes through

cancer treatment; health and healing for David
/_\/ Boenker, healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer;
healing for Lillian Hayden from knee surgery; for Tom Hayden’s recovery after
surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin; for our
shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others
who are unable to come to church.
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Community: for Scott, Virginia, Holland, and August Boecker during this time of
transition, blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy
Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the
children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and
knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather;
for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission;
families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services.

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries.

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,
Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more
intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for
us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household
by name before our gracious God. While members can
| always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that
' L every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite
you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for
our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.
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Please remember these families in your prayers this week:

Berglund — Erik, Kristen

Boecker — Fred

Huber — Keith

Jaehne — Don, Allison, D.J., Allan
Perez — Jessica

Pohlmeyer — Destry

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Week’s Schedule

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM

Tuesday:
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Thursday:
6:00 PM

6:30 PM

9:00 AM
10:15S AM

August 2 — August 9
Today: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

Youth League Meeting

Divine Service: Setting I1I with Holy Communion

Acolyte: Taylor Nowicki

Greeter: Jennifer Krieg

Ushers: Michael Schroeder  Shane Schroeder
Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle

LWML Social
LWML Meeting

Elders’ Meeting

Ladies Bible Study

Next Sunday: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

Divine Service: Setting I1I with Holy Communion

Acolyte: Michael Hinze

Greeter: Nancey McClure

Ushers: Billy Ashorn Blane Ashorn
Brian Ashorn Westin Ashorn

Serving in August: Elder — Brad Molitor / Trustee — Robert Kettler

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property,
please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.
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The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by
the family of Edith Erwin in her memory.
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The August newsletters are available in the Narthex for those members
who do not receive them by email.
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The LWML social and meeting for August will be held this Tuesday
<, starting at 7:00 PM. All the ladies of the congregation are invited to
LWL attend.

ELDER’S . The elders’ meeting for August will be this Thursday at 6:00 PM.
MEETING

PROMOTION SUNDAY, AUGUST 23"

On Sunday, August 23, we will celebrate Promotion

Sunday to wrap up our 2025-2026 Sunday School year.

Awards will be presented to Sunday School students as
they promote to the next grade level. A meal with ice cream will be served after the
church service. RSVP by returning the insert in the bulletin to the basket located in
the church narthex by Sunday, August 16. There will be water slide bounce houses
for both younger and older kids following the meal sponsored by the Board of
Education.

Bethlenem Lutheran Schitzenverein

Men's Club Skeet Shoot & Breakfast Social

Join us for a morning of fellowship, food, and friendly
competition at our Men's Club Skeet Shoot &
Breakfast Social on Saturday, August 15, at Dos Rios
Ranch, located on Highway 105 between the Brazos
and Navasota Rivers.

Schedule
. 7:00-8:00 AM — Breakfast and check-in
. Shooting begins following check-in



A suggested freewill donation of $20 per gun will be collected to go towards the
men’s club and the church.

RSVP

Please RSVP to David Hodge by text or phone at (214) 597-1646, or by email at
hodge.david@sbcglobal.net.

We hope you'll join us for a great morning of Christian fellowship, good food, and
outdoor fun!

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2026-2027

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when
he is old he will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6)

As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School year,
we are seeking faithful volunteers to help teach our
children God's Word. There are few greater privileges
than sharing the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ with the
next generation and helping our children grow in the faith from an early age. The
lessons they learn today will serve as a firm foundation for a lifetime of hearing,
believing, and confessing God's Word.

To make this ministry both manageable and enjoyable, we are looking for two
teachers to share the responsibility of each class, allowing teachers to alternate and
support one another throughout the year.

If you are willing to serve in this important ministry, please sign up in the Parish
Hall or speak with one of the members of the Board of Education. Please
prayerfully consider how the Lord might use your gifts to help nurture the faith of the
children He has entrusted to our congregation.

LWML Canned Food Drive

Supporting Bread Partners of Washington County
The ladies of LWML are inviting everyone to take part in
a food drive through August 30. Please bring canned and
non-perishable food items to the Parish Hall. Your
donations will help provide meals for families in need right
here in  our community. Learn more at
breadpartnersfoodpantry.org).



mailto:hodge.david@sbcglobal.net
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Houston is
hosting “HAYAL:” a new LCMS group for

JOIN US TODAY!

!:)éTYO ﬁhm Houston Area Young Adult Lutherans. They will be

YOUNG ADULT promoting multiple activities over the next two
i A g A b ALl 5 it months and invite all 18+ confessional Lutheran
friendships, marriages, and family formation, connecting young people . . .

o tho rotar Houstonrea in Chs forsaco o sochoerand s YOI adults to join them for fun fe]lowsh1p events.
v Sseifiotin iflassesmerg sdhdieaceni For more information, please visit the websites listed.

» Come join us for fun fellowship events!

MORE INFO

Houston Area Young
@hayalutherans ‘Adult Lutherans

-lems-young- ;
@ et oy bitpes/ timyurl.comi ycopatd

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin is hosting a Young
Adult Conference October 2" — 4™ for ages 18-35. Tickets
are $10.00. Join fellow Lutheran young adults for a weekend

of fellowship. For more information and/or to register, scan
the QR code.

APOLOGETICS IN
AN APATHETIC AGE

Vi

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-
Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired
with seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We
will continue to collect gifts all year long, sending them

] o 0. ..
semlﬂarlaﬂ 'ﬁ each quarter. Simply place your gift in the offering plate

and designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger”.

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage
faithful Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing
your gift in the offering plate and designating it for the
Lutheran Education Scholarship Fund. For more information,
please see Pastor Krieg.
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1o loday, the kids studied the lesson, “Your Lamps with Gladness
@WW Take!” The Scriptures often compare the relationship between a

tele- husband and wife to that of Christ and the church. How fitting, then,
SaYs . . . .
et that this parable uses a marriage feast to describe the joy we look
forward to at Jesus’ second coming, when all believers will be united
with Him. The parable of the ten virgins urges us to be prepared to
enter God’s kingdom. Those without faith (symbolized by the virgins without oil for
their lamps) will be turned away, but all believers will be welcomed into Christ’s
kingdom. It is God Himself who prepares us, as the Holy Spirit works faith in our
hearts through the Word and Sacraments. He makes us wise as we watch for His
return. Today, we read a parable that Jesus told about the kingdom of heaven. We
heard about foolish virgins who were not prepared for the bridegroom and wise
virgins who were ready. As you reflect on today’s Bible narrative, consider how we

prepare for the kingdom of heaven.

z%fuﬁk 3umﬁ£y Sckool Lesson

Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study on the
Means of Grace, the wonderful gifts through which Christ delivers
forgiveness, life, and salvation to His people. Together, we will study
the Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s
Supper from Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions.

What makes Lutherans speak so strongly about Baptism? Why do we believe Christ
is truly present in the Lord’s Supper? Why is it proper to commune every Sunday?
What is Absolution, and why is hearing forgiveness spoken aloud such a comfort?
How does God actually create and strengthen faith?

These are not merely academic questions. The Means of Grace are at the very heart
of the Christian life because they are the very ways Christ comes to serve sinners
with His mercy and forgiveness. Even if you have not attended Sunday School
recently, now is a wonderful time to begin. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran or
newer to the faith, this study will help deepen your understanding of Christ’s gifts
and strengthen your confidence in His promises.

Come and receive the comfort and certainty Christ gives through His Means of
Grace!



August 2 — Pentecost 10 — Our God is the
LUTHER ANS Lord and Giver of life! “Come ... incline

your ear to me, and come to me; hear, that
FOR LIFE your soul may live” (Isaiah 55:3)! “He who
gives food to all flesh, for His steadfast love
endures forever” (Psalm 136:25) also gives nourishment to every born and preborn
life He knits together fearfully and wonderfully. Even while I “have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart” (Romans 9:2) over the spiritually lost and the

violence of abortion and euthanasia, we continue to eat and be satisfied (Matthew
14:20) from Jesus Christ, our Bread of Life.

: EI Online Giving

Last Week at Bethlehem
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
July 26 | Sunday School 5 $65.00

Youth Bible Class | 1
Adult Bible Class | 27

July 26 | Worship Service | 124 General Fund: $3,357.38

Seminarian William Killinger $450.00
Clarence Gaskamp $25.00

Youth League $167.00




