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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 
 

Pre-Service Music 

August Bible Verse 

“You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides 

You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.” 

2 Samuel 7:22  
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those 

visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS 

and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of 

admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their 

faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and 

the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the 

service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

OPENING HYMN 

 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me LSB 722 

 

 



 

   

 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789–1860. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of 

Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness.   

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



 

   

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 34:4-8; antiphon: v.1 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

I sought the LORD, and he answered me 

  and delivered me from all my fears. 

Those who look to him are radiant, 

  and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

  and saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 

  and delivers them. 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

  Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
 

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

 

 



 

   

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

   
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger 

that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish 

what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4-18 
4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 

earth? 

   Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

   Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 

   or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 

   and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

   when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 

   and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it 

   and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

   and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

   and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

   and the wicked be shaken out of it? 



 

   

14It is changed like clay under the seal, 

   and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

   and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

   or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

   or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

   Declare, if you know all this.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

EPISTLE Romans 10:5-17 

 
5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person 

who does the commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on 

faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to 

bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and 

in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess 

with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone 

who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between 

Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call 

on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 

are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As 

it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16But 

they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what 

he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 

of Christ. 
    

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 

   

Stand 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

   
 

 22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 

was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by 

the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he 

came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the 

sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 

took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And 

when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

   

NICENE CREED LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Sit 



 

   

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Eternal Father, Strong to Save LSB 717 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 4): William Whiting, 1825–78, alt. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76. Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON 

The Wind, the Water, and the Word     

Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  
PREFACE  LSB 194 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
 
 

  P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 
 



 

   

SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.

 

 



 

   

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 



 

   

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Jesus, Lead Thou On  LSB 718 

 

 

 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701. Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

I Walk in Danger All the Way LSB 716 

 

 

 

 

 

5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    His guidance never fails me; 

Within His wounds I find a stay 

    When Satan’s pow’r assails me; 

And by His footsteps led, 

My path I safely tread. 

    No evil leads my soul astray; 

    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    Await, my soul, the morrow, 

When God’s good healing shall allay 

    All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow. 

Then, worldly pomp, begone! 

To heav’n I now press on. 

    For all the world I would not stay; 

    My walk is heav’nward all the way. 
Text: Hans Adolf Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1708, 4th ed., Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen. Text and tune: Public domain 



 

   

Precious Lord, Take My Hand LSB 739 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899–1993. Text and tune: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text: © 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

Stand 
 

 



 

   

NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 

 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

 



 

   

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
BENEDICTION  LSB 202 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN  

Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me LSB 715 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Hopper, 1818–88. Tune: John E. Gould, 1822–75. Text and tune: Public domain 



 

   

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we 

worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of 

God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

Congregation: strength for David Husfeld; strength 

and healing for Donna Hinze as she goes through 

cancer treatment; health and healing for David 

Boenker, healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; 

for Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s 

health; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred 

Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church. 
 

 

Community:  blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy 

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

 

 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 

 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 

 

 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



 

   

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 
 

• Boenker – David, Pat    

• Boggan – Craig, Tricia, Charlie    

• Jaehne – Diane    

• Janner – Ryan, Cheri, Lane, Reid, Wyatt    

• Pohlmeyer – Geraldine   

• Powers – Blake    
 

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

August 9 – August 16 
 

Today: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM  Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 

     Acolyte: Norman Krieg     

    Greeter:  Nancey McClure  

   Ushers:   Billy Ashorn Blane Ashorn  

   Brian Ashorn Westin Ashorn 

 Wednesday: 

  9:00 AM Sonshine  

 

 Thursday: 

 6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study  

  

 

   Saturday 

 7:00 AM Bethlehem Lutheran Schützenverein 

 
 

  

    Next Sunday: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

   10:15 AM  Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 

   11:30 AM Confirmation Kickoff Meeting 

     Acolyte: Michael Hinze     

      Greeter:  Peggy McDonald      

     Ushers:   Rallin Wellmann Kaisen Ashorn 

     Jason Ashorn Melvin Ashorn            



 

   

Serving in August: Elder – Brad Molitor / Trustee – Robert Kettler 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property, 

please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Jeff and Sharon Schwartz 

in celebration of the wedding of Logan and Kaylie Schwartz. 

 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Schützenverein 

Men's Club Skeet Shoot & Breakfast Social 
 

Join us for a morning of fellowship, food, and friendly 

competition at our Men's Club Skeet Shoot & Breakfast 

Social THIS Saturday, August 15, at Dos Rios Ranch, 

located on Highway 105 between the Brazos and 

Navasota Rivers.  
 

 

Schedule 

• 7:00–8:00 AM – Breakfast and check-in 

• Shooting begins following check-in 
 

A suggested freewill donation of $20 per gun will be collected to go towards the 

men’s club and the church. 
 

RSVP 

Please RSVP to David Hodge by text or phone at (214) 597-1646, or by email at 

hodge.david@sbcglobal.net. 

 

We hope you'll join us for a great morning of Christian fellowship, good food, and 

outdoor fun! 

 

 

The Sonshine ladies’ meeting is this Wednesday at 

Grace Kankel’s house. Please note the new time of  

9:00 AM.  

 

 

 

mailto:hodge.david@sbcglobal.net


 

   

Confirmation Kickoff Meeting 

Next Sunday, August 16th, there will be a confirmation kickoff 

meeting at 11:30 AM following the Divine Service. 

 

 

 

 

PROMOTION SUNDAY, AUGUST 23rd 

On Sunday, August 23, we will celebrate Promotion Sunday 

to wrap up our 2025-2026 Sunday School year. Awards will 

be presented to Sunday School students as they promote to 

the next grade level. A meal with ice cream will be served after the church service. 

RSVP forms are located in the church narthex. If you have not already done so, 

please complete one and place in the basket. There will be water slide bounce houses 

for both younger and older kids following the meal sponsored by the Board of 

Education. 

 

 

LWML Canned Food Drive  

Supporting Bread Partners of Washington County  

The ladies of LWML are inviting everyone to take part in a 

food drive through August 30. Please bring canned and non-

perishable food items to the Parish Hall. Your donations will 

help provide meals for families in need right here in our 

community. Learn more at breadpartnersfoodpantry.org). 

 

 

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2026–2027 

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when 

he is old he will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6) 
 

As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School 

year, we are seeking faithful volunteers to help teach 

our children God's Word. There are few greater 

privileges than sharing the saving Gospel of Jesus 

Christ with the next generation and helping our 

children grow in the faith from an early age. The lessons they learn today will serve 

as a firm foundation for a lifetime of hearing, believing, and confessing God's Word. 

https://breadpartnersfoodpantry.org/


 

   

To make this ministry both manageable and enjoyable, we are looking for two 

teachers to share the responsibility of each class, allowing teachers to alternate and 

support one another throughout the year. 

If you are willing to serve in this important ministry, please sign up in the Parish 

Hall or speak with one of the members of the Board of Education. Please 

prayerfully consider how the Lord might use your gifts to help nurture the faith of the 

children He has entrusted to our congregation. 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin is hosting a Young 

Adult Conference October 2nd – 4th for ages 18-35. Tickets 

are $10.00. Join fellow Lutheran young adults for a weekend 

of fellowship. For more information and/or to register, scan 

the QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Houston is hosting 

“HAYAL:” a new LCMS group for Houston Area 

Young Adult Lutherans. They will be promoting 

multiple events over the next two months and invite all 

18+ confessional Lutheran young adults to join them for 

fun fellowship events. For more information, please visit 

the websites listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement 

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage faithful 

Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the 

offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education 

Scholarship Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg. 

 

 

 

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired 

with seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. 

We will continue to collect gifts all year long, sending 

them each quarter. Simply place your gift in the offering 

plate and designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger”.  

 
 
Sunday School Corner 

Today, the kids studied the lesson, “She Wakes, She Rises from Her 

Gloom.” Because we live in a world broken by sin, we experience 

sadness, suffering, pain, and death. Jairus was a synagogue ruler who 

came to Jesus because his daughter was close to death. Before Jesus 

arrived at their home, the girl died, leaving the family overcome with 

sorrow. But death is no match for the Son of God. Jesus raised the 

little girl to life, bringing relief and joy to her amazed parents. When Jesus returns, 

He will finally rescue us from all suffering, pain, and death, both temporal and 

eternal. He will turn our sorrow into joy as we live with Him in everlasting peace and 

happiness in His presence. Today, we read about someone in the Bible who was very 

sick and someone else who was very sad. With your family, turn to Mark 5 and read 

about Jairus and his daughter.  
 
 
 
 



 

   

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study on the 

Means of Grace, the wonderful gifts through which Christ delivers 

forgiveness, life, and salvation to His people. Together, we will study 

the Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s 

Supper from Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. 
 

What makes Lutherans speak so strongly about Baptism? Why do 

we believe Christ is truly present in the Lord’s Supper? Why is it proper to commune 

every Sunday? What is Absolution, and why is hearing forgiveness spoken aloud such 

a comfort? How does God actually create and strengthen faith? 
 

These are not merely academic questions. The Means of Grace are at the very heart 

of the Christian life because they are the very ways Christ comes to serve sinners 

with His mercy and forgiveness. Even if you have not attended Sunday School 

recently, now is a wonderful time to begin. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran or 

newer to the faith, this study will help deepen your understanding of Christ’s gifts 

and strengthen your confidence in His promises. 
 

Come and receive the comfort and certainty Christ gives through His Means of 

Grace! 

 

 

 

August 9 – Pentecost 11 – “Who shut in the 

sea with doors when it burst out from the 

womb” (Job 38:8)? While He knitted you 

together in your mother’s womb, our 

gracious God surrounded you with a 

beautiful watery cushion of amniotic fluid, which no one should ever hurt or harm. 

“The person who does the commandments shall live by them” (Romans 10:5, quoting 

Leviticus 18:5), showing that God desires life for us and not death. We worship our 

living, risen Lord, and not a ghost (Matthew 14:26-27), just as we speak and act for 

every enfleshed soul whom He has made in His image. 

 

 



 

   

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” 

tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or 

just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

August 2 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

16 

  2 

21 

$144.00 

 

August 2 Worship Service 97 General Fund: $6,343.32 

Lutheran Scholarship Fund $50.00 
 

Memorials for: 

Clarence Gaskamp $65.00 

Mildred Ashorn Kuecker $20.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


