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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026 — 10:15 AM

Divine Service: Setting I1I with Holy Communion

o Church .

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202
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Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,

Bethlehem Luthera
sexa], ‘uuag wen®™

Pl"e—Se]"Vlce MMSZC Community, and the World

August Bible Verse

“You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides

You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.”
2 Samuel 7:22

Our Mission Statement

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the
historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the
Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are
truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those
visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS
and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of
admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their
faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and
the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the

service.
Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN
Come, My Soul, with Every Care LSB 779
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1 Come, my soul, with ev -’ry care, Je - sus loves to  an - swer prayer;

2 Thou art com-ing to a King, Large pe - ti - tions with thee bring;
3 With my bur-den I be- gin: Lord, re-move this load of sin;
4 Lord, Thy rest to me im - part, Take pos-ses-sion of my heart;
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He Him-self has bid thee pray, There-fore will not turn a - way.
For His grace and pow’r are such None can ev - er ask too much.
Let Thy blood, for sin-ners spilt, Set my con-science free from guilt.

There Thy blood-bought right main-tain And with-out a  ri - val reign.



5 While I am a pilgrim here, 6 Show me what is mine to do;

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; Ev’ry hour my strength renew.
As my guide, my guard, my friend, Let me live a life of faith;
Lead me to my journey’s end. Let me die Thy people’s death.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752—
1817 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the I~ Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION LSB 184
[P) In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184

[P)Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; antiphon: v.8

The LORD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me, | become like those who go down to the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when | cry to you for help,
when | lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary.
Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song | give thanks to him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
KYRIE LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
[P) Glory be to God on High,
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King,

God the Fa-ther

Al - mighty.
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O Lord,

the only begotten Son,

Je - sus

Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.




SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings
even though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us
steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

!Thus says the LORD:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed. . . .

6«And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—
’these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”
8The Lord GoOD,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,
“I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

EPISTLE Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32

'T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has
not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . .

3Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry '%in order somehow to make my fellow Jews
jealous, and thus save some of them. '°For if their rejection means the reconciliation
of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . .

28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards
election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. °For the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable. °Just as you were at one time disobedient to God
but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 3!so they too have now
been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive
mercy. *?For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alde-1lu - ia.
HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28
[f]nThe Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.



21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a
demon.” ?*But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged
him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” >*He answered, “I was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” >°But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2°And he answered, “It is not right to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” ?’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2Then Jesus answered her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
NICENE CREED LSB 191
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven



and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
In Christ There Is No East or West LSB 653
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1 In Christ there 18 no east or west,
2 With God there 1S no tribe or race;
3 So, broth - ers, sis -  ters, praise His name
4 Join hands, dis - ¢ - ples of the faith,
5 In Christ now meet both east and west;
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In Him no south or north, But one great fel - low -
In Him we all are one. He loves us as His
Who died to set us free From sin, di - vi - sion,
What - e’er your race may be; Who serves my  Fa - ther
In Him meet south and north. All Chris-tian souls are
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ship of love Through - out the whole wide earth.
chil - dren through Our faith in  His dear Son.
hate, and shame, From spite and en - mi - ty!
as His child Is sure - ly kin to me.
one in Him Through - out the whole wide earth.

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942-96. Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866—1949. Text (st. 2): © 1993
Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Text (sts. 1, 4-5) and tune: Public domain



SERMON
Who Are You?
Matthew 15:21-28

Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 192
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" Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
OFFERING PRAYER
Sit
OFFERING
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 194
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it



[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
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It 18

meet and

right

SO

to

do.

[P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and
by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and

bless-ed is He,

singing:
SANCTUS LSB 195
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san-na

in the

high - est.



THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those

hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;

Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,

Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom

give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 197
@nThe peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
AGNUS DEI LSB 198
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0 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that

S a@;& J

I,‘~/

Q) —
tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Hope of the World LSB 690
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1 Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great com - pas - sion;
2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from high - est heav - en,
3 Hope of the world, a - foot on dust -y high - ways,
4 Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us
5 Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death vic - to - rious,
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Speak to our fear - ful hearts by con - flict rent.
Bring - ing to hun - gry souls the bread of life,
Show - ing to wan-d’ring souls the path of light,
From death and dark de - spair, from sin and guilt,
Who by this sign didst con - quer grief and pain,
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Save us, Thy peo - ©ple, from con-sum-ing pas - sion,
Still  let Thy Spir - it un - to us be giv - en
Walk Thou be - side us lest the tempt-ing by - ways
We ren - der back the love Thy mer - cy gave us;
We would be faith - ful to Thy Gos-pel glo - rious.
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Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.
To heal earth’s wounds and end our bit - ter strife.
Lure us a - way from Thee to end - less night.
Take Thou our lives and use them as  Thou wilt.
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost for ev - er reign!

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974. Tune: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79. Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co.

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain



Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying

LSB 597
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1 Wa - ter, blood, and Spir - it cry - ing, By their wit - ness
2 In a wa - try grave are bur -ied All our sins that
3 Dark the way, yet Christ pre-cedes us, Past the scowl of
4 Though a - round us death is seeth-ing, God, His two - edged
5 Spir - it, wa - ter, blood en - treat-ing, Work-ing faith and
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tes - ti - fy - ing To the One whose death - de - fy - ing
Je - sus car - ried; Christ, the Ark of Life, has fer - ried
death He leads |us; Spreads a ta - ble where He feeds us
sword un - sheath - ing, By His Spir - it life  is breath-ing
its com - plet - ing In the One whose death - de - feat - ing
f) .
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Life has come, with  life for all.
Us a - cross death’s rag - ing flood.
With His bod - y and His blood.
Through the liv - ing, ac - tive Word.
Life has come, with  life for all.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967. Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: © 2003
Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - v, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard
" 4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
ﬁ\‘b_ﬁ—JLJ Oi- ¢ | I | | ()i J_‘I 2. 2,
S Ce et
trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - ia! Al - le - lu-1a, Lord Most High!”
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.. Tune: French, 17th cent.. Text and tune: Public domain
When in the Hour of Deepest Need LSB 615
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1 When in the hour of deep - st need We know not
2 Then is our com - fort this a - lone That we may
3 For You have prom-ised, Lord, to heed Your chil-dren’s
4 And so we come, O God, to - day And all our
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where to look for aid; When  days and nights of
meet be - fore Your throne; To You, O  faith - ful
cries in time of need Through Him whose name a -
woes be - fore You lay; For sore - ly tried, cast
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anx - ious thought No help or coun-sel yet have brought,
God, we cry For res-cue in our mis - er - Y.
lone 1s  great, Our Sav-ior and our ad - vo - cate.
down, we stand, Per - plexed by fears on ev - ’ry hand.

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face;
Absolve us through Your boundless grace.
Be with us in our anguish still;

Free us at last from ev’ry ill.

6 So we with all our hearts each day
To You our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Your Word,
And now and ever praise You, Lord.

Text: Paul Eber, 1511-69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-61. Text and tune: Public domain

Stand



NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200
[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
[P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



A - men.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

(P) Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 202

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Sit



CLOSING HYMN

Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754
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1 En - trust your days and bur - dens To God’s most lov - ing
2 Re - ly on God your Sav - ior And find your life se -
3 Take heart, have hope, my spir - it, And do not be dis -
4 Leave all to His di - rec - tion; His wis - dom rules for
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hand; He cares for you while rul - ing The
cure. Make His work your foun - da - tion That
mayed; God  helps in ev - ’ry tri - al And
you In ways to rouse your  won - der At
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sky, the sea, the land. For He who guides the
your work may en - dure. No anx - ious thought, no
makes you un - a - fraid. A - wait His time with
all His love can do. Soon He, His prom - ise
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tem - pests A - long their thun - d’rous ways Will
wor - 1y, No self - tor - ment - ing care Can
pa - tience Through dark - est hours of night Un -
keep - ing, With won - der-work - ing  pow’rs Will
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find for you a path - way And guide you all your days.
win your Fa - ther’s fa - vor; His heart is moved by prayer.
til the sun you hoped for De - lights your ea - ger sight.
ban - ish from your spir - it What gave you trou - bled hours.
5 O blessed heir of heaven, 6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen;

You’ll hear the song resound
Of endless jubilation
When you with life are crowned.
In your right hand your maker
Will place the victor’s palm,
And you will thank Him gladly
With heaven’s joyful psalm.

With joy our spirits bless
Until we see the ending

Of all our life’s distress.
And so throughout our lifetime

Keep us within Your care
And at our end then bring us

To heav’n to praise You there.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (sts. 1-5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006. Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 Text (sts. 1-5): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House;

(st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013.

Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005



POSTLUDE

W Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we
y worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of

! FOR woRsH|pp|NG WITH us W God, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Blessings to you as you worship with us today.
% Congregation: strength for David Husfeld; strength
In Onr and healing for Donna Hinze as she goes through
QSD? {ﬁy / cancer treatment; health and healing for David

/_\/ Boenker, healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer;
for Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s
health; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred
Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church.

Community: blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy
Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the
children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and
knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather;
for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission;
families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services.

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries.

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,
T ",}’f‘” A Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more
eack other.” |||\ intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for
meﬁw ) ' § us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household
by name before our gracious God. While members can
always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that
" :\— every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite
sl __youto joinus in encouragement and intercession, praying for

HE e our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.




Please remember these families in your prayers this week:

Boggan — Ethan, Lacy, Hoyt, Coby
Boggan — Chuck, Diane

Kankel — Grace

Kankel — Craig, Jackie

Powers — Dawson

Powers — Maylee

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Week’s Schedule
August 16 — August 23

Today: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion
11:30 AM  Confirmation Kickoff Meeting
Acolyte: Michael Hinze
Greeter: Peggy McDonald
Ushers: Rallin Wellmann Kaisen Ashorn
Jason Ashorn Melvin Ashorn

Thursday:
6:30 PM  Ladies Bible Study

Next Sunday: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion
11:30 AM  Promotion Sunday Lunch and Activities

Acolyte: Wyatt Schramme

Greeter: Janice Pazderny

Ushers: Eric Berglund Brian Crabb

Daryl Dahman Doyle Dahmann

Serving in August: Elder — Brad Molitor / Trustee — Robert Kettler
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property,
please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

N A SO NPT /e

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in celebration of
the 56" wedding anniversary of Melvin and Shirley Ashorn.
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(‘ﬁ\ The Confirmation Kickoff Meeting is today, following the Divine

PROMOTION SUNDAY, AUGUST 23"

This upcoming Sunday, August 23, we will celebrate Promotion

Sunday to wrap up our 2025-2026 Sunday School year. Awards

will be presented to Sunday School students as they promote to the
next grade level. A meal with ice cream will be served after the church service. RSVP
forms are located in the church narthex. If you have not already done so, please
complete one and place in the basket. There will be water slide bounce houses for
both younger and older kids following the meal sponsored by the Board of Education.

LWML Canned Food Drive

Supporting Bread Partners of Washington County

The ladies of LWML are inviting everyone to take part in a food
drive through August 30. Please bring canned and non-perishable
food items to the Parish Hall. Your donations will help provide
meals for families in need right here in our community. Learn more
at breadpartnersfoodpantry.org).

2\ Confirmation classes will begin on Wednesday, September 2"d at
i~/ 4:30 PM. Please mark your calendars.

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2026-2027

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old

he will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6)

As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School year, we are

seeking faithful volunteers to help teach our children God's
: Word. There are few greater privileges than sharing the saving

Gospel of Jesus Christ with the next generation and helping our children grow in the

faith from an early age. The lessons they learn today will serve as a firm foundation

for a lifetime of hearing, believing, and confessing God's Word.

To make this ministry both manageable and enjoyable, we are looking for two

teachers to share the responsibility of each class, allowing teachers to alternate and

support one another throughout the year.

If you are willing to serve in this important ministry, please sign up in the Parish

Hall or speak with one of the members of the Board of Education. Please

prayerfully consider how the Lord might use your gifts to help nurture the faith of the

children He has entrusted to our congregation.



https://breadpartnersfoodpantry.org/
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ﬂe’p ™ oS Texas Confessional Lutherans Free Conference: “Why Be
SO g
Lutheran?”

O
v {% Texas Confessional Lutherans will host a free conference,
“Why Be Lutheran?”, on September 11-12, 2026, at Grace
Lutheran Church in Brenham, Texas.

The conference will explore what distinguishes Lutheranism
and why a Lutheran confession still matters today, especially in a time of
increasing secularism, relativism, and religious disaffiliation.

Presentations will include:
. The History of Lutheranism
. The Benefit of Lutheran Catechesis
. The Benefit of Lutheran Worship
. The Benefit of Lutheran Unity, presented by Rev. Kelly Krieg
. A panel discussion and opportunities for fellowship

Schedule: Friday, 6:00-9:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m.—Noon.
There is no charge to attend. An offering will be collected to help cover expenses.

A catered BBQ lunch will be available Saturday for $18 for adults and $8 for
children under 12.

Meal reservations must be made by August 31 by contacting Ronnie Hinze at
979-530-8008 or ronniehinze@yahoo.com.

For questions, contact Pastor Kory Boster at kboster@sbcglobal.net. More
information is available at TXConfessionallLutherans.com.

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin is hosting a Young Adult
Conference October 2" — 4™ for ages 18-35. Tickets are $10.00. Join
fellow Lutheran young adults for a weekend of fellowship. For more
information and/or to register, scan the QR code.

ooooooooooooo
AAAAAAAAAAAAAA

»v

e St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Houston is hosting “HAYAL:” a
gmge @2 new LCMS group for Houston Area Young Adult Lutherans. They
: -~ will be promoting multiple events over the next two months and invite
= all 18+ confessional Lutheran young adults to join them for fun

@@= Tellowship events. For more information, please visit the websites
@ ‘iz (] s listed.
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Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage faithful
Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the
offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education Scholarship
Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg.

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

0 Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired with

thaniandet  seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We will

Seminariand continue to collect gifts all year long, sending them each quarter.

Simply place your gift in the offering plate and designate it for “Seminarian William
Killinger”.

3tm¢2m dcthoo Gorner

Today, the kids studied the lesson, “Sing Hymns of Praise and Joy to
s Thee!” The book of Revelation describes the vision of heaven
received by the apostle John. John received this vision from God
around AD 95, more than sixty years after Jesus’ death and
resurrection. The theme of Revelation is this: Jesus Christ, our
Savior, is our victorious king, and all who trust in Him also have
victory over sin, eternal death, and the devil. Revelation 7 describes the multitude of
believers from every nation who have been redeemed by Christ and who stand before
His throne praising and worshiping Him with shouts of joy. Today, we read from the
last book of the Bible, Revelation. Sometimes the book of Revelation can seem
confusing to us because many things in this book have not happened yet. We look at
the other books of the Bible to help us understand the images and prophecies in
Revelation. The apostle John wrote this book. God gave him a vision to explain what
heaven would be like.

%fuﬁ 3umli{,y Schoe] Losson

Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study on the
Means of Grace, the wonderful gifts through which Christ delivers
forgiveness, life, and salvation to His people. Together, we will study
the Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s
Supper from Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions.




What makes Lutherans speak so strongly about Baptism? Why do we believe Christ
is truly present in the Lord’s Supper? Why is it proper to commune every Sunday?
What is Absolution, and why is hearing forgiveness spoken aloud such a comfort?
How does God actually create and strengthen faith?

These are not merely academic questions. The Means of Grace are at the very heart
of the Christian life because they are the very ways Christ comes to serve sinners
with His mercy and forgiveness. Even if you have not attended Sunday School
recently, now is a wonderful time to begin. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran or
newer to the faith, this study will help deepen your understanding of Christ’s gifts
and strengthen your confidence in His promises.

Come and receive the comfort and certainty Christ gives through His Means of
Grace!

- August 16 — Pentecost 12 — “Thus says the

LORD: Keep justice, and do righteousness ...”
m I.UT H E RAN S (Isaiah 56:1, 7)! Keep justice for innocent
M F OR L I F E| unborn babies and for every human life, dear
- Christian friends. “For God has consigned all
to disobedience, that He may have mercy on all” (Romans 11:32). All have sinned
and fallen short—every age, every ability, every race, both genders—and God has
had mercy on all in Christ our crucified and risen Lord of life! Let us pray for His

mercy, along with the Canaanite woman’s cry for her daughter (Matthew 21:22), even
when we don’t receive an answer to our for-life prayers right away.

=i You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” tab
=&x: on our website (https://www.bethlenemwmpenn.org/), or just scan the

Last Week at Bethlehem
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL

August 9 | Sunday School 10 $83.00
Youth Bible Class 2
Adult Bible Class | 27

August 9 | Worship Service | 119 $7,028.83
Memorial Clarence Gaskamp $20.00
Pew fund $50.00




