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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 30, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 
 

Pre-Service Music 

August Bible Verse 

“You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides 

You, according to all that we have heard with our ears.” 

2 Samuel 7:22  
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those 

visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS 

and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of 

admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their 

faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and 

the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the 

service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

OPENING HYMN 

 Lift High the Cross  LSB 837

 

 

 



 

   

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

Stand 
 

 

The sign of the T Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness.   

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

   

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 37:5-7; antiphon: v.4 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

  and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; 

  trust in him, and he will act. 

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

  and your justice as the noonday. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

  fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who  

  carries out evil devices! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

  and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

   

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

   
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the 

T Cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily 

and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15O LORD, you know; 

  remember me and visit me, 

  and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

  know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

  and your words became to me a joy 

  and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

  O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

  nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

  for you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 

  my wound incurable, 

  refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

  like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

  and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

  you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

  but you shall not turn to them. 



 

   

20And I will make you to this people 

  a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

  but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

  to save you and deliver you, 

     declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

EPISTLE Romans 12:9-21 
 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one 

another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be 

slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 

show hospitality. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no 

one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 

him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.     

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 



 

   

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
 

 
  

 

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned 

and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 

not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

   24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in 

return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory 

of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 
28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they 

see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus LSB 531 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3–4): Hymns Addressed to the Holy, Holy, Holy, Triune God, 1757, London, alt.; (sts. 2–4): A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 1760, London, alt. Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen. Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

   

SERMON 

A Life Worth Losing   

Matthew 16:21-28 
 

Stand 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  
PREFACE  LSB 194 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 



 

   

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
 
 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 

taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon 

a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 

everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing:  
 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise LSB 680 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

  

 



 

   

 Praise to You and Adoration LSB 692 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77. Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. Text and tune: 

Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 



 

   

  

  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 



 

   

BENEDICTION  LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

Sit 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN              

The Son of God Goes Forth to War  LSB 661 

 

 

 

 
    Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. Tune: Henry S. Cutler, 1824–1902 Text and tune: Public domain 
 



 

   

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we 

worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of 

God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

Congregation: strength for David Husfeld; strength 

and healing for Donna Hinze as she goes through 

cancer treatment; health and healing for David 

Boenker, healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; 

healing for Lillian Hayden from knee surgery; for Tom Hayden’s recovery after 

surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin; for our 

shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Elvera Schroeder, and others 

who are unable to come to church. 
 

Community:  blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy 

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 

 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 

 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



 

   

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 
 

• Crabb – Brian, Leslie, Haleigh Seifert, Tucker, Whitley, Tate  

• Dahman – Daryl, Stephanie   

• Kettler – JR, Laramie    

• Kettler - Elizabeth  

• Schramme – Chad, Lori, Addison, Wyatt   

• Schroeder – Lorena    
 

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

August 30 – September 6  
 

Today: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  10:15 AM  Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 

    Acolyte: Amelia Kettler   

    Greeter:  Destry Pohlmeyer   

   Ushers:   Tyler Gandy Glenn Foster  

             Delwin Gaskamp Kevin Harrington 

 

 Tuesday: 

  7:00 PM LWML Social 

  7:30 PM LWML Meeting 

 

 

 Wednesday: 

 4:30 PM Confirmation Class 

 

 
 

    Thursday:  

  6:00 PM  Elders’ Meeting  

 

 

    6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study  

  

 



 

   

 

 Saturday:   

 7:30 AM Men's Club Breakfast, Bible Study, & Meeting 

   

 

 Next Sunday: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

  9:00 AM Youth League Meeting 

   10:15 AM  Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion 

     Acolyte:  Norman Krieg 

     Greeter:  Dorcas Schroeder 

     Ushers:   Billy Ashorn  Blane Ashorn 

     Brian Ashorn Westin Ashorn       

Serving in August:   Elder – Brad Molitor / Trustee – Robert Kettler 

Serving in September: Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Michael Schroeder 

 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property, 

please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by the Medve family  

in celebration of Tessa Medve’s 6th birthday.     

 

 

The September newsletters are available in the Narthex for those members 

who do not receive them by email. 

 

 

 

The LWML social and meeting for September will be held this 

Tuesday starting at 7:00 PM. All the ladies of the congregation are 

invited to attend.  

 

 

 

Confirmation classes begin this Wednesday at 4:30 PM.  

 

 



 

   

 

The elders’ meeting for September will be this Thursday at 6:00 PM.   

 

 

 

The Men's Club Breakfast, Bible Study, & Meeting for September will 

be this Saturday at 7:30 AM. 

 

 

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2026–2027 

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he 

will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6) 

As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School year, we are seeking 

faithful volunteers to help teach our children God's Word. There are 

few greater privileges than sharing the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ 

with the next generation and helping our children grow in the faith from an early age. 

The lessons they learn today will serve as a firm foundation for a lifetime of hearing, 

believing, and confessing God's Word. 

To make this ministry both manageable and enjoyable, we are looking for two 

teachers to share the responsibility of each class, allowing teachers to alternate and 

support one another throughout the year. 

If you are willing to serve in this important ministry, please sign up in the Parish 

Hall or speak with one of the members of the Board of Education. Please 

prayerfully consider how the Lord might use your gifts to help nurture the faith of the 

children He has entrusted to our congregation. 

 

LWML Canned Food Drive  

Supporting Bread Partners of Washington County  

The ladies of LWML are inviting everyone to take part in the 

food drive that ends today. Please bring canned and non-

perishable food items to the Parish Hall. Your donations will help 

provide meals for families in need right here in our community. Learn more at 

breadpartnersfoodpantry.org). Thank you to all who donated.   

 

https://breadpartnersfoodpantry.org/


 

   

St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Houston is hosting “HAYAL:” 

a new LCMS group for Houston Area Young Adult Lutherans. 

They will be promoting multiple activities over the next two months 

and invite all 18+ confessional Lutheran young adults to join them for 

fun fellowship events. For more information, please visit the websites 

listed. 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin is hosting a Young Adult 

Conference October 2nd – 4th for ages 18-35. Tickets are $10.00. Join 

fellow Lutheran young adults for a weekend of fellowship. For more 

information and/or to register, scan the QR code. 

 

 

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-

Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired with 

seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We will 

continue to collect gifts all year long, sending them each 

quarter. Simply place your gift in the offering plate and 

designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger”.  

 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement 

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage faithful 

Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the 

offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education Scholarship 

Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg. 

Sunday School Corner 
Our Fall unit begins a deeper study of the Old Testament. The unit 

begins with creation, and the last lesson falls during the reign of King 

David. Today in Sunday School, the kids studied the lesson “A 

Mighty Wonder - Creation.” “In the beginning, God created . . .” 1:1). 

The One who exists outside ordinary time designates the beginning 

of His created order. In six days—through His spoken Word alone—

the heavenly Father creates a universe so vast and complex it defies our limited 

human understanding. Humankind, the crown of His creation, made in His own 

image, comes to be through the intimate work of His hands and with His own breath. 

To reinforce this lesson for your kids, as a family, discuss, What is your favorite thing 

that God made? How do you think God could make all this? God didn’t stop giving 



 

   

us gifts when He finished creation on the sixth day. What other gifts does God 

continue to give us? What evidence do you see in our world or in your life of how 

God continues to keep His creation going? What are some ways we can care for God’s 

creation? Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. 

See you next week! 

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
 

Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study: One Truth, 

Many Lies  
 

New Adult Bible Study — Join Us! 
 

 

We invite you to join us as we begin our new Adult Bible Study 

exploring some of the ancient heresies that challenged the Christian 

Church in its earliest centuries, and why those same errors still matter today. We’ll 

examine what the Church confessed in response to false teaching and learn how to 

recognize similar distortions of God’s Word today. 

Come strengthen your understanding of the truth of Holy Scripture and grow in your 

ability to recognize and confess the faith once delivered to the saints. 
 

August 30 – Pentecost 14 – At the end of earthly 

life, we might cry out: “Why is my pain unceasing, 

my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?” 

(Jeremiah 15:18). Don’t take your life, or anyone 

else’s, into your own hands. Receive St. Paul’s 

encouragement for all your for-life conversations: “Love one another with brotherly 

affection … associate with the lowly … live peaceably with all … do not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:9-21). Even though many of us 

may “taste death” before the Son of Man returns, we set our minds on the things of 

God—life! —and not the things of man (Matthew 16:23, 28). 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” tab on 

our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just scan the QR 

code to the left. 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

August 23 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

17 

  1 

18  

$32.00 

August 23 Worship Service 116 $6,575.10 

 


