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Church

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026 — 10:15 AM

Divine Service: Setting I1I with Holy Communion
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202
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Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,

Pre_Seerce MuSlC Community, and the World
September Bible Verse

“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
He knows those who take refuge in Him.”
Nahum 1:7

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our
unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that those
visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS
and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of
admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their
faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and
the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the
service.

Ringing of the Church Bell

OPENING HYMN
Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness LSB 788
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1 For - give wus, Lord, for shal - low thank - ful - ness,
2 Teach us to thank You, Lord, for love and grace,
3 For - give us, Lord, for self - ish thanks and praise,
4 Teach us, O Lord, true thank - ful - ness di - vine,
) C r— ~ i
o i . i 2 s 2 o
S —— ' ! | —
For dull con - tent with warmth and  shel - tered care,
For life and vi - sion, for a pur - pose clear,
For words that speak at var - 1 - ance with deeds;

That gives as Christ gave, nev - er count - ing  cost,
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For songs of praise for food and har - vest  press,
For Christ Your Son, and for each hu - man face
For - give our thanks for walk - ing pleas - ant ways
That knows no bar - 1 - er of “yours” and  “mine,”

f4 . | .

e ] |

V. .
While of  Your rich - er gifts we’re un - a - ware:
That shows Your mes - sage ev - er new and  near.
Un - mind - ful of a bro - ken  broth - er’s needs:

As - sured that on - ly what’s  with - held is lost.
5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast,
For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul,
For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast
And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal:

6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent,
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height;
May thankfulness be days in service spent,
Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light.

Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Stand

The sign of the I~ Cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

INVOCATION LSB 184
[P) In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184

[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

[P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 143:1-2, antiphon: v. 9

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther and to the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
KYRIE LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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LSB 187

on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
[P) Glory be to God on High,
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@ and on earth peace,good - will toward
£
A
’m | 1 | 1 ] £
\;)V (@) L8] ol — ©
men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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" O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.

o

Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Sit

[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
[P) Let us pray.

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the
devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and
grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15-21

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” S0
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he
died, 1"“Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their
sin, because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ®His
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” °But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. ?!So do not fear; | will
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

EPISTLE Romans 14:1-12

'As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. ?One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats
only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not
the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed
him. *Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
him stand.

>0One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ®The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor
of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. "For none of us lives to himself, and
none of us dies to himself. 81f we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this
end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.

OWhy do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; **for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”
1250 then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

?Ipeter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” ??Jesus said to him, “I do not say
to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. 2*When he began to settle, one was brought to him
who owed him ten thousand talents. °And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. ?°So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.” 2?’And out of pity for him, the master of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went
out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” 2°So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.” 3®He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.
3lWhen his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 3Then his master
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ **And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. **So also my heavenly Father will do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

[f]nThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



NICENE CREED LSB 191

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY

Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501
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1 Come down, O Love di - vine; Seek Thou this soul of  mine,
20 let it free - ly burn, Till world-1ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - 1 - ty Mine out-ward ves - ture be
4 And so the yearn - ing  strong, With which the soul will long,
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And vis - it it with Thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
To dust and ash - es n its heat con - sum - ing;
And low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
Shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw near; With - in my heart ap - pear,
And let Thy glo - rious light Shine ev-er on my sight,
True low - 11 - ness of heart, Which takes the hum - bler  part,
No soul can guess His grace Till it be-come the place
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And kin - dle it, Thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
And clothe me round, the  while my path i - lum - ing.
And o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
~ Where-in  the Ho - ly  Spir - it makes His dwell - ing.
SERMON
The Debts We Carry
Matthew 18:21-25
Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 192
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new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
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OFFERING PRAYER
Sit
OFFERING
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

and up - hold me with

—

Thy free spir-it. A - men.

PREFACE
[P) The Lord be with you.
)

LSB 194
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And
[P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them  up un - to  the

Lord.

[P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

[P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh
and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose

from the dead to put an end to death,

thus fulfilling Your will and gaining

for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore

praising You and singing:



SANCTUS LSB 195
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" Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ryy Ho-san - na,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this 1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



PAX DOMINI LSB 197
@nThe peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.

AGNUS DEI LSB 198
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0 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit




DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death LSB 697
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1 A - wake, O sleep - er, rise from death, And
2 To us on earth He came to  bring From
3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, Who
4 For us Christ  lived, for us He died, And
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Christ shall give you light; So learn His love, its
sin and fear re - lease, To give the Spir - it’s
died that He might save; With  kind and gen - tle
con - quered in the strife; A - wake, a - rise, go
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length and breadth, Its full - ness, depth, and height.
u - ni - ty, The ver -y bond of peace.
hearts  for - give As God in  Christ for - gave.
forth in faith, And Christ shall give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984 Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829 Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License

no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain

Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525
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1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir-gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of 1love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’'n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns All  mu - sic but its own.

Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
beau-ty glo - ri-fied.
those He came to save.
won-drous name of Love.

Rich wounds, yet

And
Crown Him

the

vis -1 - ble a
rose vic - to-rious in
king to whom is

the

bove, In
strife  For
giv'n The
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly Dbear that sight, But
His  glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.

babe of Beth-le - hem.
mys -ter - ies so bright.

root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The
down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die.

Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For He is king of all
Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903 Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93 Text and tune: Public domain

Your Table | Approach LSB 628
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1 Your ta - ble 1 ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4 Search not how this takes place,  This won-drous mys - ter - y;
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Let not an wun - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta- ble, Lord, In blest re - al - 1 - ty.

God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828—

1915, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed.
Louis Bourgeois. Text and tune: Public domain



How Great Thou Art LSB 801
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O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won - der Con - sid - er
When through the woods and for-est glades I wan -der, 1 hear the
But when I think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, I see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, 1 scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur  And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion  And there pro -claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
A Refrain
50 ’ o o e
Q) i
Then sings my soul, = my Sav - ior God, to  Thee, How great Thou
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art! How great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989 Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989 Text and tune: © 1949, 1953
The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Stand



NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
-ty
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200
[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
[P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201
(P) The Lord be with you.
() #
"y ]
| @ =
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And with thy  spir - it.
[P) Bless we the Lord.
) #
L a7 ]
o |
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION LSB 202
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
() #
p A |
ﬁn 2. o 2. O |
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A-men, a-men, a - men
Sit
CLOSING HYMN
Where Charity and Love Prevail LSB 845
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1 Where char - 1 - ty and love pre - vail There
2 With grate - ful joy and ho - ly fear His
3 For - give we  now each oth - er’s  faults As
4 Let strife a - mong us be un - known; Let
’ ; ' I | (@) 7 I
2 | 2 o
Q) I ! I —
God is ev - er found; Brought here to - geth - er
char - 1 - ty we learn; Let us with heart and
we our faults con - fess, And let us love each
all con - ten - tion cease;, Be God’s the glo - ry
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by  Christ’s love By love are we  thus bound.
mind and soul Now love Him in re - turn.
oth - er well In Chris - tian ho - 1i - ness.
that we seek; Be ours His ho - ly peace.

5 Let us recall that in our midst 6 For love excludes no race or clan

Dwells Christ, His only Son; That names the Savior’s name;
As members of His body joined His family embraces all
We are in Him made one. Whose Father is the same.
Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97, alt. Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842. Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain
POSTLUDE
W Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we
(C/@88 orship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of
] FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US ; GOd, Jesus Chl”iSf our LOI"d.
y Blessings to you as you worship with us today.
Congregation: strength and healing for Mr. Thomas
50 T oy Scholz (Amy Schroeder’s uncle) as h f
é'(SD / cholz (Amy Schroeder’s uncle) as he recovers from a
7 @ broken vertebra; strength and healing for Donna Hinze

/_\/ as she goes through cancer treatment; healing for Terry
and Becky Lueckemeyer; for Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued
healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members:
Renee Brinkmann, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church.

Community: blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy
Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the
children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and
knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather;
for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission;
families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services.

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries.



Bethlehem at Prayer

; . Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,
-~~ﬂfr‘{yﬁr }i Bethlenem at Prayer is a means to encourage more
eack other.” || intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for
' us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household
by name before our gracious God. While members can
always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that
every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite
you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for
our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.

Please remember these families in your prayers this week:

Dieterich — Eric, Larissa

Elliott — Justin, Rylee, Jaxson

Kettler — Matthew, Ashley, Caleb, Lyla, Amelia, Elijah, Lily, Theodore
Kimmel — Brian, Lindsay, Raife, Lachlan

Schroeder — Scott, Kandance, Tanner

Schroeder — Doug, Dorcas
May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Week’s Schedule
September 13 — September 20

Today: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion
11:30 AM  Shekel Store
Acolyte: Wyatt Schramme
Greeter: Sandra Schwartz
Ushers: Jason Ashorn Kaisen Ashorn
Melvin Ashorn Eric Berglund

Wednesday:
There will be no Confirmation Class today.

— nfirmaﬁon

Thursday:
6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study




Next Sunday: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting III with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Amelia Kettler
Greeter: Billie Weidemann
Ushers: Daryl Dahman Doyle Dahmann
Tyler Gandy Glenn Foster

Serving in September: Elder — Chris Smitherman / Trustee — Michael Schroeder
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property,
please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

LN INN GNP LAY,

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Sandra Schwartz.

;_-_'lL- LWML Bluebonnet Zone Gathering will be held on Sunday,
” ’ \( October 4™ at:
A NY Bethel Lutheran Church
lll——.\\\m\\\ lll\ l“ lﬁ" 4221 Boonville RD
Bryan, TX 77802

Cost is $12.00 which includes supper at 5 PM. Check-in time is 1:30 PM. The
program is from 2 PM to 5 PM. Please RSVP no later than Sunday, September
27" by calling Joyce Sutherland at 979-224-1349 or by email
throughfaith2016@gmail.com. The offering to be collected is for Mites Mission
Grants. Childcare will be provided, if requested when you RSVP. Please provide the
children’s ages.

Members, if you are using Vanco and would like to go back to
RTAN using envelopes or if you do not want envelopes and want to use
“0"‘“}E Vanco, please let Jackie Kankel know by October 4™ via cell
(979-251-2136) or email cjkan84@gmail.com

Sunday School Teachers Needed for 2026-2027

Sunday "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he
§ will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6)
As we prepare for the upcoming Sunday School year, we are seeking
faithful volunteers to help teach our children God's Word. There are
few greater privileges than sharing the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ
with the next generation and helping our children grow in the faith from an early age.
The lessons they learn today will serve as a firm foundation for a lifetime of hearing,
believing, and confessing God's Word.



mailto:throughfaith2016@gmail.com
mailto:cjkan84@gmail.com

To make this ministry both manageable and enjoyable, we are looking for two
teachers to share the responsibility of each class, allowing teachers to alternate and
support one another throughout the year.

If you are willing to serve in this important ministry, please sign up in the Parish
Hall or speak with one of the members of the Board of Education. Please
prayerfully consider how the Lord might use your gifts to help nurture the faith of the
children He has entrusted to our congregation.

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin is hosting a Young Adult
Conference October 2" — 4™ for ages 18-35. Tickets are $10.00.
» Join fellow Lutheran young adults for a weekend of fellowship. For
more information and/or to register, scan the QR code.

/ APOLOGETICS IN
AN APATHETIC AGE

— St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Houston is hosting
oo @D “HAYAL:” a new LCMS group for Houston Area Young Adult
Pl - Lutherans. They will be promoting multiple events over the next
... twomonthsand invite all 18+ confessional Lutheran young adults
- to join them for fun fellowship events. For more information,

“““““““““ === please visit the websites listed.

-
gl [ [

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage faithful
Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the
offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education
Scholarship Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg.

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-
Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired
with seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We
will continue to collect gifts all year long, sending them

0 0 0. '.
semlnal'laﬂ 'ﬁ each quarter. Simply place your gift in the offering plate

and designate it for “Seminarian William Killinger”.
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Our Fall unit begins a deeper study of the Old Testament. The unit

WW‘W begins with creation, and the last lesson falls during the reign of King

meufe~ David. Today in Sunday School, the kids studied the lesson “A New

WWC Beginning - Noah.” Widespread sin and corruption filled the earth,
but “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8).
Following God’s command, Noah and his family begin constructing
a massive ark, with provisions for an extended journey. At the Lord’s direction, each
animal kind boards the ark, along with Noah and his family. The fountains of the deep
open as rain falls for forty days, swallowing up every living thing. God keeps Noah’s
family safe through the flood and lands them on a mountain. He gives the rainbow as
a sign of His promise to never again flood the whole earth. To reinforce this lesson
for your kids, as a family, discuss: What are the things you wonder most about the
Bible account? Why did God save Noah and his family? Do we have to worry that
God will send another flood to destroy the earth? We don’t have a ship or an ark to
go to for protection. Where can we go to hear God’s Word and weather the storm?
Also, parents, you can join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you
next week!

%fuft 3umﬁfly Sckoo Lesson

Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study: One Truth,
Many Lies

New Adult Bible Study — Join Us!

We invite you to join us as we begin our new Adult Bible Study
exploring some of the ancient heresies that challenged the Christian
Church in its earliest centuries, and why those same errors still matter today. We’ll
examine what the Church confessed in response to false teaching and learn how to
recognize similar distortions of God’s Word today.

Come strengthen your understanding of the truth of Holy Scripture and grow in your
ability to recognize and confess the faith once delivered to the saints.



September 13 — Pentecost 16 — Joseph was a man
LUT H E HA N S wronged, repeatedly. However, as we find him in Genesis
FOR LIFE 50, thosewrongs against him did not lead him to live with
bitterness or a desire for revenge. Instead, we find that

God provided him with patience and compassion even against those who had so
terribly sinned against him. We are often quick to anger and slow to forgive. May He
work patience and wisdom in our hearts when we hear about the numerous ways
God’s gifts are twisted. Thanks be to God that He is “slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love” (Psalm 103:8).

Online Giving

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give”
tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just
scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Sept. 6 | Sunday School 18 $270.00

Youth Bible Class| 0
Adult Bible Class | 27

Sept. 6 | Worship Service | 109 $6,650.80
Mildred Ashorn Kuecker $25.00

Mildred Holle $165.00

Mildred Holle $ 90.00

Cemetery Fund $500.00

Youth League $500.00

Seminarian William Killinger $100.00
Missions $20.00




