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Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion £ 3
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 % m 5

. . 2 @
Pre-Service Music Representing God's Love

To our Congregation,

October Bible Verse Community, and the World
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.
I Timothy 1:15

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are truly

present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in

the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that
those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the LCMS
and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of admission
to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their faith but a
recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the Sacrament
itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service.

Ringing of the Church Bell

OPENING HYMN
Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death LSB 697
—_— — | | — |
(& — o o z z e = z
o) “ |
1 A - wake, O sleep - er, rise from death, And
2 To us on earth He came to bring From
3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, Who
4 For us Christ lived, for us He died, And
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Christ shall give you  light; So learn  His love, its
sin and fear re - Ilease, To give the Spir - it’s
died that He might save; With kind and gen - tle

con - quered in the strife; A - wake, a - rise, go
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length and breadth, Its full - ness, depth, and height.
u -  ni -ty The ver - y  bond of peace.
hearts  for - give As God Christ for gave.
forth n faith, And Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984 Tune: Carl G. Gléser, 1784-1829 Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain
Stand
INVOCATION LSB 151

[P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 151

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of

Your holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 100; antiphon: v. 1-2

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness!

Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the LORD, he is God

It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!

Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the LORD is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!

Serve the LORD with gladness!

KYRIE LSB 152
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.

n [——

{ | | s I | I I
1) ] | | | ]
L

Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.
HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast LSB 155
A » Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - ln-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
04
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A u Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lun - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - Ilu - ia.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P) The Lord be with you.
f)
A |

Q) And al - so with you.

[P) Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in the hearts
of Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good news of
salvation. Protect, encourage, and bless all missionaries who proclaim
the saving cross that Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to
Himself, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Proverbs 11:10-30
1When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices,
and when the wicked perish there are shouts of gladness.
By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted,
but by the mouth of the wicked it is overthrown.
2Whoever belittles his neighbor lacks sense,
but a man of understanding remains silent.
BWhoever goes about slandering reveals secrets,
but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.
“Where there is no guidance, a people falls,
but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.
ISWhoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm,
but he who hates striking hands in pledge is secure.
16A gracious woman gets honor,
and violent men get riches.
17 A man who is kind benefits himself,
but a cruel man hurts himself.
¥The wicked earns deceptive wages,
but one who sows righteousness gets a sure reward.
Whoever is steadfast in righteousness will live,
but he who pursues evil will die.



2Those of crooked heart are an abomination to the LORD,

but those of blameless ways are his delight.
2IBe assured, an evil person will not go unpunished,

but the offspring of the righteous will be delivered.
22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout

is a beautiful woman without discretion.
23The desire of the righteous ends only in good;

the expectation of the wicked in wrath.
240One gives freely, yet grows all the richer;

another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want.
2SWhoever brings blessing will be enriched,

and one who waters will himself be watered.
26The people curse him who holds back grain,

but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it.
2"Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor,

but evil comes to him who searches for it.
28Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,

but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.
Whoever troubles his own household will inherit the wind,

and the fool will be servant to the wise of heart.
39The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,

and whoever captures souls is wise.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that 1s within me, bless his holy name!

EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:1-12
!Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way

of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2so as to live
for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of
God. 3The time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in
sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.



*With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood
of debauchery, and they malign you; >but they will give account to him who is ready
to judge the living and the dead. ®For this is why the gospel was preached even to
those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might
live in the spirit the way God does.

"The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded
for the sake of your prayers. *Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since
love covers a multitude of sins. ’Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.
10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace: 'whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves,
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HoLy GOSPEL Matthew 5:10-20
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
9 ! I
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.
10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
H<“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. ?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



3%You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness
be restored? It 1s no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.

1%“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. ""Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all
in the house. '°In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. '®For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
29For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

[E}) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus, Greatest at the Table LSB 446
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1 Je - sus, great - est at the ta - ble, The al -
2 Mar - vel how their Lord and teach - er Gent - ly
3Je - sus took the role of ser - vant When up -
4 Can we fath - om such deep mer - cy? Do we
5Je - sus gave to His dis - ci - ples A com -
n Il i A }
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might - y Son of Man, Laid a - side His out - er cloth-ing,
taught them not to  vie As He hum - bly knelt be - fore them,
on that grue-some span, For all hu - man sin He suf- fered
see what God has done? Who can grasp  this great re - ver - sal:
mand - ment that was new: “Show My love to one an - oth - er,
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Poured some wa - ter in a pan; As the Twelve lay,
Dust - vy feet to wash and dry, By His ten - der
As a vile and loath - some man; On the cross poured
Love  that gives His on - ly Son? Christ, the sin - less
Do as | have done for you; All the world will
n Il Il
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hushed in si-lence, He the ser-vant’s task be - gan.
touch ex -press - ing  True com - pas - sion from on high.
out like wa - ter To ful - fill  the Fa - ther’s plan.
for the sin-ners, For the man - y dies the One.
know you love Me As you love each oth - er ~ t00.”

SERMON

Stand

The Righteousness That is Given

Matthew 5:10-20



OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer the sac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. 1 will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Sit
OFFERING
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 160
[P) The Lord be with you.
f) — | P——
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And al - so with you.
[P) Lift up your hearts.
P
ASSH R—

We lift them to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who bestows on His people the righteousness of
Christ and teaches them to live as salt and light in the world, serving with the
strength that God supplies and joyfully supporting the spread of the Gospel.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
e - va’l feloe |1 |
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

-~
in the high - est.

LSB 161
[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (8 Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I~ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
0
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

You Are the Way; through You Alone LSB 526
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1 You are the way; through You a - lone Can
2 You are the truth; Your Word a - lone True
3 You are the life; the emp - ty tomb Pro -
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant
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we the Fa - ther find; In You, O Christ, has
wis - dom can im - part; You on - ly can in -
claims Your con-qu’ring arm, And those who put their
us that way to know, That  truth to  keep, that
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God re - vealed His heart and will and mind.
form the mind And pu - 1 - fy the  heart.
trust in You Not death nor hell ~shall harm.
life to win Whose  joys e - ter - nal flow.
Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt. Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh Text and tune: Public domain
Love in Christ Is Strong and Living LSB 706
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - 1ing faith - ful
2 Love 1s pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed  in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev-er, Faint - ing not when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.
ml - 1 - ty, Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for-giv-ing and  for - giv - en,
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May His  will in us be done.
Reach - ing out n char - 1 - ty.
Shall en - dure un - til life’s end.

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013



Ogaod, My Faithful God

LSB 696
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1 O God, my faith - ful

God, True foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,

2 Grant me the strength to do With read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words That lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind-ly words and ac - tions,
n 1 1 ] 1
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With - out whom noth-ing s, All  per-fect gifts be-stow - ing:
What - ev - er You com-mand, My call-ing here ful - fill - ing;
Guard me lest 1 - dle speech May from my lips be fall - ing;
And let me find good friends For coun-sel and cor-rec - tion.
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Give me a health-y frame, And may 1 have with - in
That 1 do what I should While trust - ing You to  bless
But when with -in my place I must and ought to speak,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
f) . .
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A  con-science free from blame, A  soul un - stained by sin.
The out-come for my good, For You must give suc - cess.
Then to my words give grace Lest I of - fend the weak.
And by Your Spir-it’s might To live in peace with all.
5 Let me depart this life 6 And on that final day

Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul

That it may live forever;
And let my body have

A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;

And let it sleep in peace.

Tune and text: Public domain

When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,

My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,

Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice

With those who love Your name.



Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy lov - ing Spir it In - to
3 Come, Al - might - y, to de - iv - er; Let us
4 Fin - ish then Thy new cre - a - tion, Pure and
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heav’n, to earth come down! Fix n us Thy
ev - ry trou - bled breast; Let us all n
all Thy life re - ceive; Sud - den - ly re -
spot - less let us be; Let us see Thy
4 i i .
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hum - ble dwell-ing, All Thy faith - ful mer - cies crown.
Thee in - her - it; Let us find Thy prom - ised rest.
turn, and nev - er, Nev - er - more Thy tem - ples leave.
great sal - va - tion Per - fect - ly re - stored in Thee,
f) . . . .
] - ] I | ]
szgb - —r . - . - .
Je - sus, Thou art all com - pas - sion, Pure, un -
Take a - way the love of sin - ning; Al - pha
Thee we would be al - ways bless - ing, Serve Thee
Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry, Till in
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bound - ed love Thou art; Vis - it us with
and O - me - ga be; End of faith, as
as Thy hosts a - bove, Pray and praise  Thee
heav’n  we take our place, Till we cast our
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Thy sal - va - tion, En - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, Set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out <ceas - ing, Glo - ry in Thy per - fect Ilove.
crowns be - fore  Thee, Lost in  won - der, love, and praise!

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand



PoST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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h Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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" He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166

[P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A -  men.

Sit



CLOSING HYMN

Jesus Shall Reign LSB 832
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun Does its suc-
2 To Him shall end - less prayer be made, And end-less
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - 'ty tongue Dwell on His
4 Bless-ings a - bound wher - e’er He reigns: The  pris-'ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring Hon - ors pe-
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ces - sive jour - neys run; His king-dom stretch from
prais - es crown His head; His name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; And in - fant voic - es
leap, un - loose their chains, The wea - ry find e -
cu - liar to our King; An - gels de - scend with
n ﬁu i | hd
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shore to  shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise With ev - ry morn - ing sac - 11 - fice.
shall  pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings on His name.
ter - mnal restt And all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Tune and text: Public domain
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POSTLUDE

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we

worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb of

God, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.

% OH’TZLD Congggatim_l: recovery and healing from surgery for Ste;ve

Q?ny Meyer (Dennis and Pat Meyer’s son); strength and healing
/\/ for Pauline Kettler; strength and healing for Mr. Thomas

Scholz (Amy Schroeder’s uncle) as he recovers from a

broken vertebra; strength and healing for Donna Hinze as she goes through cancer

treatment; healing for Terry and Becky Lueckemeyer; for Tom Hayden’s recovery

after surgery and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; and Deloris Griffin;

for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are

unable to come to church.

Community: blessings on William and Skylar Killinger as he prepares for his Holy

Ministry; for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and

! FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US :
y




knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather;
for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission;
families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services.

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries.

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household

by name before our gracious God. While members can

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for
our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.

Please remember these families in your prayers this week:

e Foster — Glenn, Connie

e Fridye — Christian, Megan, Madison, Hadley, Walker

e Klussmann - Shirley
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each other. Z/ i
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Koester — Don, Ann
Schwartz — Jo Ann
e Schwartz — Logan, Kaylie
May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Week’s Schedule
October 4 — 11

Today: LWML Sunday
: 9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
% 9:00 AM  Youth League Meeting
N 10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting [ with Communion
Sundag Acolyte: Taylor Hinze

Greeter: Vickie Ashorn
Ushers: Connor Gresham  Ryan Gresham
David Hodge Keith Huber



Tuesday:

7:00 PM LWML Social
7:30 PM LWML Meeting
Wednesday:

4:30 PM Confirmation Class 71/8™ Grades

Thursday:
6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study

Next Sunday: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Service: Setting III with Communion
Acolyte: Kinsley Haferkamp
Greeter: Judy Baichtal
Ushers: Craig Kankel Clinton Kettler
Caleb Kettler Matt Kettler

Serving in October: Elder — Clinton Kettler/Trustee — Doyle Dahmann

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the church property,
please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

LSOO NPTV L A

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by LWML.

Bethlehem LWML

On June 24, 1945, the ladies of Bethlehem Church was organized with fourteen ladies
present. The group met on the first Tuesday at 3:30 PM in the homes of the members.
Refreshments consisted of coffee cakes, cookies, butter bread with jelly and coffee.
The dues were 10 cents a month and included a penny birthday offering which was
due the month of the member’s birthday. The first meeting was held on July 3, 1945
at Mrs. C.J. Appel’s home. In November, 1945, the meeting place changed to the
Church School. In December, 1952, the ladies met in the parish hall.

The ladies earned money by presenting one act plays costing attendees 25 cents for
adults and 10 cents for children. They also sold Christmas cards.

In 1954, the ladies became members of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
Bethlehem is still an active member in the organization.



Through the years the ladies have had many service projects such as serving meals at
funerals and Vacation Bible School, visiting our shut-ins and donating supplies to our
local first responders. The ladies also gave gifts to school teachers, confirmands,
graduates and pastor appreciation. The ladies also had several food drives for Bread
Partners along with collecting supplies for Disaster Relief in the state of Texas. The
ladies also made quilts for Lutheran World Relief. At their regular meeting, they
collected money for mites to fund mission grants in Texas. There have been many
projects that the ladies have done in the past for many years such as renovating the
kitchen and producing a 150th anniversary cookbook.

Today, there are 24 members, and 4 honorary members. The ladies meet on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM with refreshments and devotion with a business
meeting.

Bethlehem LWML would like to invite the ladies of Bethlehem to our next
meeting which is on October 6, 2026 @ 7:00 PM. where we will have our left and
right game with members bringing a small gift with the theme “I Wish Fall Was
Here.” Please join us.
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The October newsletters are available in the Narthex for those members
who do not receive them by email.

Bethlehem Luther,
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Members, if you are using Vanco and would like to go back to using
envelopes or if you do not want envelopes and want to use VVanco, please

\

) | ' \
N“T“:E let Jackie Kankel know by TODAY via cell (979-251-2136) or email
cjkan84@gmail.com

There is a Church Council meeting Wednesday, October 14™ at 7:00
PM.

Updated Choice Dollars® rules

fop g Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated
for Lutherans: Thrivent Choice Dollars® have until December 31, 2026 to direct
any remaining 2026 Choice Dollars®.



mailto:cjkan84@gmail.com

Under the updated program rules, 2026 Choice Dollars® are now available up front
so you can direct the entire amount anytime until December 31, 2026.

Key program updates for 2026 are a new timeline and expanded eligibility.
Unlike previous years, funds accrued gradually and ran through March 31% of the
following year. All 2026 Choice Dollars® became available in full at the beginning
of the year and may be directed anytime until December 31, 2026. All Thrivent clients
with membership are eligible to participate.

Eligible Thrivent members can assign their Choice Dollars® online via the Thrivent
Choice location and portal or by calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying “Thrivent
Choice” after the prompt. If you have questions, call an area associate @ 979-836-
0693.

Grant Funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice Dollar program
can help support Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Don’t let your designated Thrivent
Choice Dollars expire!

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted in the Parish Hall foyer.

There are several openings available in the months of
October and November. Please sign up for that special occasion. The church
secretary will remind you of your upcoming commitment via email or phone call.
The Bethlehem LWML appreciates your support.

Through our congregation’s participation in the Adopt-a-
Seminarian program, we have been blessed to be paired with
seminarian William Killinger and his wife, Skylar. We will
. A ‘. .. continue to collect gifts, sending them each quarter. The next
Semlna"an 'ﬁ quarter ends November 13, Simply place your gift in the
offering plate and designate it for “Seminarian William

Killinger”.

Lutheran Education Scholarship Announcement

If you would like to support the LESF and help encourage faithful
Lutheran education, you may contribute by placing your gift in the
offering plate and designating it for the Lutheran Education
Scholarship Fund. For more information, please see Pastor Krieg.
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Our Fall unit begins a deeper study of the Old Testament. The unit
begins with creation, and the last lesson falls during the reign of
King David. Today in Sunday School, the kids studied the lesson
“A Promising Dream - Jacob.” The account of Jacob’s favorite
son, Joseph, is a turning point in the history of God’s people. The
unusual timeline of Joseph’s life includes him being despised by
his brothers, sold into slavery, attaining success and then losing it
all to false accusations, being imprisoned, and serving the court of Pharaoh. Joseph
summarizes his life in one sentence addressed to his brothers: ““You meant evil against
me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20). To reinforce this lesson for your
kids, as a family, discuss: Joseph’s family had problems. His mom was in competition
with his aunt. His dad picked favorites. His brothers hated him. It seems that he was
boastful at times. Do you sometimes have problems in your family? People lied about
Joseph. His brothers said he was killed by an animal, and Potiphar’s wife accused
him of wrongdoing. How do you think Joseph felt? How might you feel? Joseph’s
brothers planned for Joseph to be gone forever. Potiphar’s wife planned for him to
stay in jail. Joseph probably had planned to stay with his family. But God’s plan was
bigger than all of that. How did God’s plan for Joseph bless Joseph? his family?
Egypt? surrounding areas? all people, including you? Also, parents, you can join
Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week!

Wdew it 3tmfwvy Sckoos Lesson

Join us as we begin a new Adult Sunday School study: One Truth,
Many Lies New Adult Bible Study — Join Us!

We invite you to join us as we begin our new Adult Bible Study
exploring some of the ancient heresies that challenged the Christian
Church in its earliest centuries, and why those same errors still matter
today. We’ll examine what the Church confessed in response to false
teaching and learn how to recognize similar distortions of God’s Word today.

Come strengthen your understanding of the truth of Holy Scripture and grow in your
ability to recognize and confess the faith once delivered to the saints.



October 4 — 19th Sunday after Pentecost
LUTHER A NS The master sent servants to harvest, and the tenants
beat them and treated them harshly. Even worse, they
FOR L I|FE Kkilled the son. We too can treat the messengers of the
Gospel harshly, especially when they speak the truth
of God’s Law to us. And yet, the Son of God went to the cross for us who are wicked
and sinful (Matthew 21), and the vineyard of the Lord will yield good grapes on the
last day (Isaiah 5). So, we press on toward that goal of everlasting life and share the

Gospel with others, knowing that it is only by the grace of God that we are counted
as perfect (Philippians 3).

Online Giving

- You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” tab

5+ on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/) or just scan
the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Sept. 27 | Sunday School 11 $46.00

Youth Bible Class| 2
Adult Bible Class | 16

Sept. 27 | Early Service 35 $435.00

Late Service 63 $3,628.32
Margie Foelber Memorial $35.00
Youth League $167.00




