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"The Beginning" 2006
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IT IS OFFICIAL

Finally, on April 28, 2006, the word was cut—St. Gianaa Catholic Church was officially established in the 1. Charles
Deanery and Father Timothy Elliott was announced as the new Fastor. A press relegse went out from the Archdiocese
of §t, Louis Office of Communications, Parsh boundaries were delineated in the 5t. Louis Review. All people O e
affected parishes were sent letters from the Office of the Archiishop of St. Leuis with nolice and welcame for a parist
change

Then things really got busy!l

Along with the Director of the Archdiocesan Building and Reql Estate Committee, Father Elliott il B e
pertitions of a strip mall which was in the process of being built, cicross the street from Our Lady's Cattolic Cemetery
inake $t. Louss. The buiding was wifhin the egstem POrtn of the church boundaries and proved fo be THE place

of the Temporary Church and offices. The oddress wos 8476 Orl Road, Lake St, Louis. MO, 63367. St Gianna'
Rectory was nearby and the new land for the permanent church only three miles away

The Archdiocese sought a three-year lease agreemant, pending approva by the city (Lake St. Louis.) After
orroﬂge-rems ~ere concluded on Q lease for the property, the next step was to acquire an architect 1o draw up
plans for the new temporary church layoul (which did hoppen in about the middie of June, 2006.)

st Patrick Church and ICD Church Pastors, and evetually the "on-the-list-of transferees” people from thaose
neighboring parnshes, alse met with Father Elliott to hear about the new parish. Official meetings were set up Ol 5t
Patrick's Parish on Wednesday, May 10t and gt Immaculate Conception on Thursday, May 1110, 2006

Phone caling began in earnest, People were need=d 10 commit to §t. Gianna Parish. Father Elliott had brought s
Right-Hond Lady Rita Schulte, with him from St Joseph Parish, so there were officially two people in tre
congregation!! Welcoming letters from Father Eliott went out to transterees and meetings were conducted ir
people's homes. Lists and lists of lists of ‘amily names were made and comected. "Church" was surrEnonad
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Boundaries of St. Gianna Parish




wzed on & bulding in Lake St
Louis that, pending approval by
the city, will serve temporanly
as @ church and offices with
meeting space. That bulding,
near a Catholic cemetery,
west of Highway 40/Mmerstate
64 Property has been pur
chased elsewhere for a perma-
nent church and school. The
permanent site will be on land
off Highway N near Highway 7
between Dardenne and
Wenteville

The new pastor, Father
Elliott, has been pastor of St
loseph Parish in the 5t
Charles County community of
Josephville  since 1997
Ordained in 1982, he served w
St Alban when it was new

For the new parishioners
Father Ellott said, “it is excit
g and an honor (o be among
the founding families, It is a
chance 1o form a new comimiu
mity centered around the Holy
Eucharnst and our fmith in
Chnst ™

He noted that Catholics
will find prayer, the sacra
ments and educational pro
grams at the new pansh. “We
need that 1w help us know ous
fanth, love it and spread i1, he
said

Archbishop Burke said the
panishioners  and  pastor
“embark on the aposiolic
work of !'urming a new Com
munity of fath. The pansh
1oners will bring with them,
from their former parishes, the
nchness of the Catholic faith
and practice, The new pastor
will bring with him the grace
of his ordination and the expe
nence of priestly ministry.”

Forming a new parish can
eem duuulmg. he sad, “but
we know that the work
belongs to Chnst and rhat he
accompanies us all along the
way, 4s we strive to build up
his  Mystical Body, the
Church.”

‘In the eves of the world,
beng called ro form a new
pansh nstead of continung to
enjoy hife in a long-estab
lished parnish may seem a dep
ovation. Catholic fath, on the
contrary, sees the challenge of
forming a new pansh as the
occasion o grow and deepen
in the knowledge and love of
Christ in the Church. Forming

Hermann whose  duties
mclude overseeing panshes of
the deanery, said “the new
parish  will  provide the
Catholic Church with  an
crcellent  opportunity o
evangelization and new cvan
gelization in an area that s
currently underserved because
of the overcrowding of neigh
bonng Cathohc panshes

It 15 expected that the new
panish will have a Parish
School of Religion i opera
ton 0 the fall. Plans are 1o

The patron
saint is ‘someone
who is a great
model for ordi
nary Catholics
who want to live
their faith and
become saints in
their ordinary
lives as she was
as a wife, mother

and doctor’

rent  classrooms  (rom  the
Wenteville School Distnct

The 25 acres that will be
the permanent site of the
panish  are  across  from
Timberland  High School
Wenteville  South  Muddle
School and Boone Elementary
Schowil, where the PSR classes
will be held

The land off Highway N
was purchased for $1.5 mul
hen from a farm family, The
sellers had agreed 1o provide
sewer connections The new
pansh will bormow the money
for the purchase from the
archdiocese and make pay
menls

The land 15 about in the
center of the pansh bound
artes. which extend from

Highway 40 to the Warren
County border st Highway 1
Aboat 20 percent of St

The pansh is 1 an area ol
rapid development, wijh the
lllnlllll ] plllll]l.‘lhlﬂ L"\'Fh:L'l.‘l]
o grow 35 percent by 2020
Fifty-six  subdivisions  are
built or i the planming stages
About | 5000 homes could be
built in the near future in those
subdivisions being planned
I'he parish is expected to have
1400 fanuhes within five
vears, The two panshes whose
houndanies are being changed
also are propected to have con-
tmued growih, The Forisiell
arca s expected to be another
area of strong growth

The archdincese’s Office of
Pastoral Planning has been
mvolved in many aspects of
the plans for the new pansh
The establishment of the new
pansh was & key recommen
davion of the 2003 strategic
plan for the county with a
vearlong anput from clergy,
Laaty and planning experts

Father E)

ol said he was

grateful w the archbishop for
the assignment. The  patron
sint i Usomceone who isoa
great model  for ordinary
Catholics whiv wamt 10 live
thewr farth and hecome saints
i thesr ordinary lives as she
wis s 4 wile, mother and

doctir There are many pow
erlul lessoms an her hfe, and
she will be an inspiation for
the parish,” he said

The new panshioners need
to put bt of fanth i God's
gutdance, he snd. “There wall
probably be some difficulties
for people starting & new
pansh and leaving theirr old
parishes | can understand o
IS mdt goang o be easy for
me I deave  Josephville,
either

Ihe pastors of the wao
parishes affected by the cre
atiom of St Granna Father
Raben Reiker ol lmmaculate
Conception and Father Patnck
F Laughlin of St Patrick
saw the move as the best way
fior the archdiscese 1o serve a
Browing J"'["lrLLII--II

They ve bbb stressed this
in letters they sent this week
e famibes of their parishes
whiv wall be sisked o joan St
Gianna. Even after the move
ol panshioners 0 the new
pansh, that sull would leave
Immaculaie Conceplion with
whout 3 AN famihes and St
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SEW PARISH WILL BE A NEIGHBOR 1O 1CD

A week ago we heard the exciling news that the
Archdiocese of 51 Louls would establish a new parish
west of ICD - along the Highway N corridor from Highway
40 wes! lo Highway T
The name of the new parish would be ST. GIANNA
PARISH, with Father Timothy Elliott as the new pastor
The first gathering of the new parish would probably be in
June al a tempaorary site

The impact on ICD is that about 200 families from
our ICD Parish Family would become a part of St. Glanna
Parish  About 20 ICD School families would continue to
keep their children in our school and remain a part of our
pansh. St Gianna Panish would begin a PSR program in
September for all the Catholic children who are in the
public schools in the area

So our Parish Family of ICD would decrease from
about 3800 families to about 3600 But | expect that with
some of the construction on this side of Highway 40 we
will gradually grow again and eventually level off at about
4000 families. Our new church and new school with the
planned addition were designed lor a parish of about 3500
families. So in one way our facilities are barely large
enough for the number of families that we will probably
end up with. However, what the new parish does for us is
1o keep ICD from becoming a 5000+ family pansh where
we would have a crisis of severe overcrowding, as the
areéa wesl of us blossoms with many new larger
subdivisions

St. Patrick Parish in Wentzville has about 500
families (about 20% of their pansh) that should be a part
of the new parish; so this has a greater impact on St. Pal's
than ICD

Two “M THE NEW PASTOR" Mesati will
held for the new members of St ianna Parish:
+ Wednes May 10", 7pm, at St Patrick's

hurch, Parish Hall
+ Thursday, May 11", 7pm at ICD, P h Hail,

! hape that ail ICD members who are fo be a part
of the new parsh will take this wonderful opportunity fo
affend eithar one of these two maetings and get in on the
ground floor of the founding of St Gianna Parish the first
new pansh in the Archdiocese for 25 years.  We offer
God's blessing upon all who will be invoived in 5t Gianna
Pansh and that thair formative years as a parish famuly will
be exciting and Spinit-filed!

Her full name was Gianna
She was born in 1922 in ltaly. and died in
1962, She was canonized
by Pope John Paul Il in
2004, and her feast day |s
on Aprnl 28 the same
;::Ay that Archbishop Burke
eslablished the new
parish dedicated to her
In declaring
Gianna a saint the Church
officially recognized the
extraordinary sanctity of a
woman who chose to live
a normal lifa - first as a
doctor, and then as a wife
and mother. She received
her medical degree in
1949 with a specialty in
pediatrics
After  dedicating
her life to her patients. Di
Gianna Beretta fell called by God 1o enter into marnage
and did so al age 33 with Pietro Molla They had a son
and two daughters from 1956 to 1959 After a couple of
miscarnages, they concewved again in 1961 and early in
the pregnancy it was discovered that she had a tumaor on
her uterine wall It was suggested that the baby be
aborted and then remove the uterus. bul the Mollas both
firmly rejected this idea and chose delicale surgery to only
remove the lumor and not harm the baby, After the baby
was born, Gianna developed a fatal infection seplic
pentonitis. After a week of painful agony, Gianna died on
April 28, 1962
Her husband who was 91 and three of her
children attended the canonization ceremony in Rome in
2004. St Gianna is quickly becoming known as a patron
of young mothers and Catholic families, and a true apostie
for the Gospel message of the sacredness af all human
life

Beretta Molla

o
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AMSLAL CATHOLIK APPEAI
Today is your last chance to make your annual
pledge in the Gathering Area of the church to support the
many charilable and pastoral

0 minisires offered to the people of
‘ i‘ the St Louis area by the
s\ Archdiocese of St Louis, It is
.___\ WL

critical for ICD to reach its goal of

$160.,000 so that the
Archdiocese can reach its goal. This would be about
$100 for each active family in our parish At the moment
we have about $60 400 pledged. Please do your par

1C Iy A DM WPT-A L MW ER-BI I} PR( M:RAM
We still have some important spots around the
church and plaza that are crying out for someone to
beautify them with some flowers. Contact me or call tha
P.O.C. for more info
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AND THEN THEY CAME

casion and began registering to biecome o part of $t. Gianna Church, not in droves as hoped
y came. Father Blliott had been having daily Meass at the Re ~tary and ofher people began to attand the
Mass. 100, The first services were in the Rec tory liv ng room with a biessed desk clternating a:. the altar.  Confessions
were neard in a spare room in the house

some of the first p2ople to attend Mass ot ‘he Rectory were Mary Hznze, Allene Wernle Joh1 and Renee O'Brien
John and Kim Kainady, Richand and Bobbie Applebaurn, Chene and Don Hoeber and family, to name o few. Other
Pecp.e joined untl the living rc om was filled with new garishioners!

P waos about mid-. une at this coint and Father Elliott ca led an ac qLaintonce, Nancy Burian, an accomglished
religicus educator. and asked her if she weuld consider b coming the new Parith School of ieligion (PSR)

Coordinator. Estaplishing the PSR Program was one of the main pricrities in getting the parist: up and running in

proper order. Gratefully, Ms. Burian acceptled the position. But where and how would the P3R operate—-another

situation to ponderl

Anotrer need for “he parish weis Iturgical music, Father Elliott askec Paula Brown, ICD's Musi= Coordinator, fo be the
Music Director for St. Gianna P arish. Paulg agreed to be: Music Direc tor. Michae! and Paula Brown switched parishes
from IZD to $t. Gianng. The Perish would have many bxautiful liturgical services with musica accompan ment
because of Paula s efforts

And soeaking of musical accecmpaniment, Paula even volly coaxed a friend frem I( a retred organist. 5elma

Boschert. to play the organ tor $t. Gianna's Masses when the Temporary Church was first opened

The first Parish Council was established with John Kaina Jy as President, and meribers John C'Brien, Pat Fig

Apple baum, Bobbie Applebaum Terry Taul, Michael Brawn and Lee Ann Juge

st. Gianna Parish was getling populated and organizec




CHURCH NECESSITIES

Criurch ministrations continued including such things as getting an envelope system set up, a church oulletin in place
and acquiring ALL of the necessary church and office furnishings-- from furniture to office supplies to altar candies
linens and vestments. Father Eliiott borrowed and acquired by donation or economically much of the contents for
the new parnsh during the summer months of 2006,

Orders were placed for some things. but at least Father Elliott knew the church would have pews and some basics
For Archbishop Burke had promised Father Elliott, during the spring of 2004, that all the furnishings of the Church of St
Phllip Nen. which had been previously closed, would be available for $t. Gionna Parish use

However, one incident of note occured during the summer of 2008, causing some immediate concern for Father
Elliott. Somewhere along the way, lines of communication broke down in the Archdiocese offices. and during that
surmmer the old 5t. Phillip Nen Church building with its contents was sold AS IS fo another congregation. That sale
included all the church pews and stained glass windows which were still sitting in the church building.

Well. Father Elliott happened to find out about the sale when it happened ["divine coincidence?!") and called the
Archbishop right away to pass along the infarmation.  Swiftly, Archbishop Burke was able to get the sale contract
voided. St Phillip Neri Churzh was off the sale market (though later sold by the Archdiocese without the
aforementicned prized possessions.) St. Gianna's ownership of the pews and stained glass windows was firmed up
and the articles were whisked off to the Reclamation Center for storage. Whew!! A close anel!!

Other articles that Father Eliott acquired for the church includec seme altar candlesticks: an altar [the first one used
in “he Temporary Church). pictures used in the church, cry room and offices; tabiles for the sanctuary: some Stations
Of The Cross; some of the office furniture and a couple of statues—from the Reclamation Center, and other sources,
and all to be used in the Temporary Church (and some even later on in the Foundational Church.) These weren't
free. but most things only cost pennies on the doliar.




Many of the articles that Father Elliott picked up were stored in the Rectory basement until used by the Temporary
and/or. eventually, the Foundational Church. Father Elliott said that he felt like a "Liturgical Junk Collector" since he
made so many trips down to the Reclarnation Center looking through all the old items that were stored there

Father Elliott discovered that St. Norbert Church in Flarissant had an organ in storage they weren't usirg and st
Ncrbert's agreed to loan the organ to St. Gianna (Icter, rescinding the loan to a "you can have.”)

The initial crucifix for the Temporary Church was a loaner from a priest frend. Father Ray Hager, In fact, Father Hager
also loaned the first Statue of Mary and the two angel statues set on either side of the tabernacle with their pedestals

The Monstrance ond Adorafion Candles were gonated by Mrs. Marge Tochtiop

Father Eliott personally owned a beautiful tabernacle The people of St. Joseph Church in Josephville gave Father
Eliott an ambo as a going away present. And bells and patens were o gift from the servers at St. Joseph Church,
also, to Father, All of these items were used in the Temporary $t. Gianna Church

Because of Father Elliott's efforts, the acquisitions, arnong other things. helped make $t. Gianna's Temporary Church
a REAL CHURCH... in a strip mall
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Father Elliott with some members of the parish
standing outside the Rectory/Church
at 331 Charity, Lake St. Louis, MO.
September 10, 2006



ARCHITECTURAL FAUX PAS

Meanwhile, the architectura design for the Temporary Churck 11w roduced by a up
Archdiocewe re gularly used The e wosn't a 1€ 1% e by now it was b ped that Father Elliott
could begin having Mass in the Temporary Ch h begnning in September of 2006 It was alre

¥ siruc

carpenters, elect N5 and plumbers needed to be selacted and gotler wWork on the

1o view in about mid-July, But when Father saw

off to the nght side of the ’

stal firm finally produced the biye prints for Fat

> design he was not pleased labernocle wo

church. That wouldn't do at all. The tobem

church
Othe 1w ed. lThe workers could get ng on the ~ ,
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out o moment 1o waste

le nee at the front of the

ception that the
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e r|-‘;h‘ sidde of the chy

room” coming off of the foyer instead of beir a nected to the ch
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IN THE BEGINNING...

There was o building boom in 5. Charles County, Missouri, and the western portion of the county grew maore
populoted and more developed. It wes around the year 2003, and local Catholic parishes of 5t. Patrick's in
Wenftzville and ICD (Immaculate Conception of Dardenne) exploded with parishioners. The Archdiocesan Office of
Pcstoral Planning knew it had to relieve the load to the current parshes by ooening a new Catholic presence in the
overcrowded orea. The neighboring parish pastors all liked that concept, for sure

Firally, in the early days of 2006, the reclity of a new parish, with church boundaries and a new name. 5t. Gianna
Catholic Church of Wentzville was born. The Archdiocese of $1. Louis already had a tract of land in the Wentzville
arza for possible future parish use. The and was on Highway N, across from some Wentzville schools, at 450 East
Highway N, Wentzville, MO. to be exact. Thus that land was marked as the future home of 5t. Gianna Catholic
Church. Use of that land would not be seen for a few years down the road. However, the cost of the land became
thez first debt for the future Wentzville parish

Well, actually. the new porish started out in Lake 5t Louis, but that's getting ahead of the story
SAINT GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA

The new parish was placec "under the spiritual protection of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, who is a model of the
taithful wife and mother and true apostie of the Gospel of Life,” said Archbishop Raymond Burke. St. Gianna was a
wire, mother and physicion who died in 1942, and was cancnized by Pope John Paul Ilin 2004. Saint Gianna's feast
day is celebrated on April 28. April 28", 2006, became the official date of the founding of this new parish. This parish
is believed to be the first parish in the United States o be named for Saint Gianna

Gianna was a doctor who worked especially with mothers, babies. the elderly and the poor. She married Pietro Molla
in 1955, and went on to have six children. With her last pregnancy, Gianna developed o arge ovarion cyst. Docrors
wanted Gianna to have an abortion to save her own life but she refused. Gianna died o week after childbirth but
her baby daughter, Emmanuela Gianna Molla, lived and eventually became a physician herself,

Archbishop Burke is a perscnal friend of the Molia family and is especially excited about §t. Gianna Cathalic Church
and ifs success




A NEW LEADER

So there was a new Parish in the area. at least on paper. There was a new “kid on the block,” for the first time in 25
yvears for the Archdiocese of 51, Louis

Next on the agenda, His Excellency Archbishop Raymond Burke had to find a priest to head the new parnsh-to-be

Tha new pastor would have to be a spiritual man. of course, as pastor. but also someone who works well on his own. a
practical person who can form “the church' from the ground up, handling "the details.” somecne who already has
ar idea of the area. someone who carn work with little instruction and with Icts of imagination! A tactful, persuasive
and strong man of faith would need to lead. from practically nothing but a “list of names,” a full fledge Catholic
congregation into the fray of Capital Campaigns, Altar Sodalities. Men and Ladies Groups. a Parish School of Religion
Bcptisms, RCIA and Bible studies. and so forth, meetings ad nauseam

Thsis where a "status check" and a friendly chat with the Archbishop and the unsuspecting Reverend Timothy Elliott
then pastor of 5t. Joseph Catholic Churzh in Josephville, Missouri, comes in.  Father Elliott was in a neighboring parish
at the time, and seemed a good "fit" for the job as Pastor of the new 5t. Gianna Church, according to Archbishop
Burke. Well, after the initial shock, when offered the position as $t. Gianna's Pastor, Father Elliott readiy picked up the
challenge offered to him by Archbishop Burke. Despite the daunting task ahead, Father Eliiott said that "o peace
washed over me,” a sure sign that Father Elliott was meant for the “job!’

The only condition upon acceptance cf the honor of being the new pastor was that Father Elliott had to keep the
whole idea a SECRET for a couple of manths!l Oh, yes, Father Elliott had to get moving with “the details”. .. like finding
a place to live that could also be a Rectory, then finding a place to have a “emporary church. .. without letting
anyone know what he was about. No problem?121212

But that IS whaot happened




First, Father Elliott searched for a home to be a Rectory. He fourd a home; the Archdiocese bought it for his use, and
apohed the cost to the debt of $t. Gianna Catholic Church-to-be. The residence at 331 Charity, Lake St. Louis, MO,
63367, became the initial point of reference for St Gianna Paristi. (That home is still the Rectory at thic writing, though
plans are in the making for a new Rectory on the permanent church property.)

Next Father Elliott began scounng the area for some place to call home for a Temporary $t. Gianna Church—maybe
0 local Equestrian Center. or a local school building? Office buildings were going up all over the area in question
Could one of them be suitable femporary accommodations for a small church? In between times, Father Elliott
began perusing Resale Shcps to find items for the rectory. He made many trps to the Archdiocesan Reclamation
Center to look at possible rectory and church furnishings.

S0, there was now a Rectory. some land for future church development and a Pastor for a new church. The SECRET
hcd grown and was taking shape!!






